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Cairo court acquits preacher 


CAIRO (AP) — Sb cikh Omar Abdul Rahman and 47 of his extretnisl 
followers were acquitted Saturday by an emergency state security court 
for lack of evidence and discrepancy in witnesses accounts, the Middle 
East News Agency (MENA) reported. This is the third time the Wind 
preacher is acquitted of charges levelled against him by the government. 
Abdul Ra hm a n was tried and acquitted in a case connected to the 
a ss a ss i na tion of President Anwar Sadat by extremists and in the trial of 
300 involved in a subsequent coop attempt in the southern dty of Asriut 
In 1981, the government charged but could not prove that the Sheikh 
- instigated Sadat's murder by telling his followers he had abandoned 
This time, the Sheikh allegedly lea an anti-government demonstation in 
April 1989 in the southern town of Fayoum. He and 47 others were 
charged with illegal possession of weapons, attempting to loll a police 
officer, and assault on individuals and public propertyTThe charg es were 
punishable by death. MENA reported the court acquitted all the 48 for 
“lack of sufficient evidences and discrepancy in witneses accounts." 
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King receives 

>m‘ 7% Brazilian message 

hbouri*?!^ 

s AMMAN (J.T) — His Majesty 

< pU ^ King Hussein Saturday received a 
ubrQer c message from the Brazilian presi- 
ilers J* k The message was delivered 
s »cha * 31 ** Roy® 1 Court by Brazilian 
envoy Paulo Tarso de lima. His 
den Royal Highness Crown Prince 
e Hassan attended the audience, 

the s 65 * Earlier, Deputy Prime Minister 
e ' ,^4 and Foreign Minister Marwan Af 
■- Qasem conferred with Tarso de 

^ Lima and another Br azilian en- 

sp ; voy, Antonio Sampio, who are on 
" a lour of the Middle East region 
to discuss the Gulf crisis. The two 
envoys, who arrived in Amman 
Saturday, left later for Baghdad 
rip. for talks with the Iraqi govem- 
meat on the developments in the 
-per Gulf. The meeting with Qasem 
was attended by Brazilian 
Ambassador to Jordan Felix de 
Faria. 
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Gorbachev aide says 
Germany should be 
in Security Council 
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l BONN (AP) — Germany should 

* become the sixth permanent 
J member of the United Nations 
; Security Council after its unifica- 
tion, a Soviet official was quoted 

- as saying Saturday. United Ger- 
many should return to world poli- 
tics as a “modern great power,' 1 
according to Nikolai Portugal ov, 
the German affairs advisor to 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. Germany’s inclusion in 
.* the U.N. Security Council will 
come soon after its unification 
and will be accepted “almost 
unanimously," Portugalov pre- 
dicted in an interview with the 
Bild am Sonntag newspaper. The 
two Germanys will unite on Oct. 
3. 

169 Westerners 
leave Baghdad 
for London 

BAGHDAD (R) — A U.S.-char- 
tered Iraqi plane carrying 169 
mostly American women and 
children flew out of Baghdad for 
London Saturday, airport sources 
said. They said the Iraqi Airways 
Boeing 707 took off around 6.30 
p.m. (1430 GMT). U.S. embassy 
4 officials said 145 mainly Amcr- 

* ican women and children who 
flew in earlier Saturday from 
Kuwait were joined ou the flight 
by another 24 already in the Iraqi 
capital. 

Bush video tape 
arrives in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — A video- 
taped message by U.S. President 
George Bush to the Iraqi people 
arrived in Baghdad Saturday, 
U.S. embassy officials in the Iraqi 
capital said. It was sent by the 
State Department via a diploma- 
tic courier two days ago. The 
officials said the tape, to be 
broadcast on Iraqi Television, 
would be delivered by hand to 
Iraq's Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz. On Thursday Iraq’s ambas- 
sador to the United States 
Mo hammad AI Mashat refused to 
|i receive the tape, citing diplomatic 
protocol. But he promised it 
.would be broadcast unedited 
when delivered. 

Ben Bella voices 
solidarity with Iraq 

NICOSIA (R) — Former Alge- 
rian President Ahmad Ben Bella, 
who has been living in exile in 
Switzerland, arrived in Baghdad 
Saturday to show of solidarity 
with Iraq, the Iraqi News Agency 
said. It quoted Ben Bella, who is 
trying to make a comeback to 
Algerian politics, as saying he 
came to Iraq to “express support 
against imperialist and Zionist 
threats and die illegitimate pre- 
sence of invading forces,” in the 
Gulf. “The Algerian people stand 
united with Iraq in defence of its 
policy and the Arab Nation,” the 
.agency quoted Ben Bella as 
saying. Ben Bella has already 
criticised the buildup of Amer- 
ican and other foreign forces in 
the Gulf. A key figure in the 
Algerian revolution against 
France, Ben Bella became presi- 
dent after independence bat was 
ousted in a military coup 25 years 
ago. He is due to return to 
Algiers later this month and to 
take part in elections due there 
next year. INA said that among 
those who greeted Ben Bella on 
arrival were T -mt Ibrahim, vice- 
chairman of Iraq’s ruling Revolu- 
tion Command Council (RCC), 
and Culture and Information 
Minister -Larif Nassif Al Jassem. 
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Ayatollah: Iran will fight U.S. 


TEHRAN (R) — A top Iranian said in a sermon published Saturday Iran 
would regard the United States as the main enemy and fight against it if 
war broke out in the Gulf. "If war starts in the region the Iranian people 
will regard America as the main enemy and aggressor and wiJJ definitely 
light with this cause of corruption and crime, which trained warmongers 
such as Saddam (Hussein of Iraq). Ayatollah Ali Meshkini told a Friday 
prayer gathering in the holy city of Qom. Meshkini, a member of the 
influential Council of Experts clerical assembly, derided “reactionary... 
Arab governments who for years plundered Muslim resources and 
transferred them to personal bank accounts." Now they are spending 
them on behalf of America against their own nations.** Iran's supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said in a fiery speech Wednesday that the 
fight against U.S. forces in the Gulf amounted to a holy war. 
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Pecuniary compensation | King meets Islamic leaders; 

team to visit Iraq, Iran, S.Arabia 


does not solve Jordan’s 
problems —Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has expressed hope that a politic- 
al solution would be found for the 
Golf crisis and said Japan could 
play a leading role to help Jordan 
deal with the economic burdens it 
is shouldering as a result of the 
crisis. 

On Jordan's demand from the 
international community to deal 
with the question of evacuees, the 
Crown Prince said Jordan, which 
has hosted expatriates equal to 
nearly 15 per cent of the total 
number of its population, is not 
quite satisfied with the assistance 
offered so far to the evacuees, 
although it did everything in its 
power to' help them. What it 
needs to see, he said, is a solution 
to the problem represented in 
quick repatriation of the eva- 
cuees. 

“It is very dear that our role is 
unique because it has attempted 
and continued to attempt to find 
a peaceful solution for the crisis. 
In the case of war, dearly we 
have a very difficult situation. We 
have 111611.$. presence and the 
multinational forces in Saadi 
Arabia, Israel to our west and our 
responsibility to defend our ter- 


ritorial integrity ,*’ the Crown 
Prince said in an interview with 
Japanese Television Saturday. 

Asked about the role which 
Japan can play to ease the diffi- 
culties encountered by Jordan as 
a result of the U.N. embargo on 
Iraq, the Prince said: 

“These are U.N. Security 
Council sanctions and we expect 
the sanctions committee to play 
the role of assessing Jordan's 
economic losses on a dynamic 
basis. We are not interested sole- 
ly in compensation because 
pecuniary compensation does not 
resolve the organic trade and 
varied investment ties that bind 
us to our three major trading 
partners — Iraq, Kuwait, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“So I would like to make it 
very clear that the Japanese gov- 
ernment can pay more attention 
to the particular needs of the 
individual countries. We are very 
aware of the generosity of the 
Japanese government in offering 
assistance to Turkey, Jordan ana 
Egypt, but we do not intend to 
move our economy :c the dole. 
Pecuniary compensation is not 
what is required. What is re- 
quired is a clear understanding of 


Gorbachev ready to 
study Iraq’s grievances 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev is willing 
to discuss Iraq’s grievances with 
Kuwait provided Baghdad’s 
troops are withdrawn from there, 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Michelis said Saturday. 

De Michelis told a news confer- 
ence after talks with Gorbachev 
that the Soviet leader was pre- 
pared to launch an initiative to 
resolve the crisis but this was 
contingent on an Iraqi withdrawal 
and the restoration of Kuwait 
sovereignty. 

‘In tins context, he believes 
that if Iraq agrees to this then it 
would be possible at a diplomatic 
level to discuss the issues raised 
by Iraq' prior to the invasion,'’ he 
said. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2 
and subsequently annexed the 
emirate, saying it was historically 
a part of its territory, separated 
during the colonial era. 

Before the invasion Iraq said 
two Kuwaiti islands were part of 
Iraqi territoty and the Kuwaiti 
part of an oilfield straddling the 
border. It demanded billions of 
dollars in financial compensation. 


De Michelis said there had 
been “nearly a complete coinci- 
dence of views" in his talks with 
Gorbaphev and Soviet foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, 
in their analysis of the conflict 
and their approaches to settling 
it. 

“We agreed that we had to go 
along the path of applying max- 
imum pressure on Iraq, placing it 
in maximum political and econo- 
mic isolation," he said. 

“We beh'eve that we need to 
develop the effectiveness and 
scope of the embargo and initia- 
tives are needed, particularly in 
the Arab World to ensure the 
complete isolation of Iraq." 

The Soviet Union has de- 
nounced the invasion and backed 
U.N. sanctions against Baghdad. 

But it has continuously called 
for a peaceful settlement and 
refused to consider sending milit- 
ary forces to the 

De Michelis said the Soviet 
Union backed the convening of a 
joint meeting of European Com- 
munity and Arab foreign minis- 
ters in Venice on Oct. 7 to discuss 
the Gulf crisis. 


Israeli ministers silent 
after meeting Gorbachev 

Italy says Moscow offering ties 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The hist 
Israeli ministers to meet a Kremlin 
leader for more than 20 years said 
Saturday they discussed Soviet im- 
migration to Israel with President 
Mifohail Gorbachev but declined to 
give details. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
said he preferred to “keep quiet”' 
about what was said on the sensitive 
immi gration issue during Friday's sur- 
prise two-hour meeting in Moscow. 

Nearly 90,000 Soviet Jews have 
anrived in Israel this year. 

“The topics that were discussed 
ranged wori d-wide bat in the end we 
focused on the Middle East," Modai 
told Israel Radio. 

Both he and Science and Energy 
Minister Ynval Neeman described the 
milts as a breakthrough. They were 
foe first of their kind stnee the Soviet 
Union cut ties with Israel after the 
1967 war. 

Italy’s foreign mfnfcfer Saturday 
said Gorbachev is ready to restore 
diplomatic relations with Israel if 
Israel will participate in an interna- 
tional Middle East conference. 

“President Gorbachev told me ab- 
out the Soviet side’s readiness to* 
recognise immediately brad if it 
agrees to participate m an interna- 
tional conference that would deter- 
mine rules and principles for security 
and cooperation in the napoo,” Fore- 
ign Minis ter Gianni de Michelis said. 

Italy currently bold the presidency 
of the European Community (EC). 

The Soviets on Sept- 4 proposed an 
international conference to discuss 
tiie Gulf criris, die Arab-lsradi con- 
flict and Lebanon's civil war. 

At the time, Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze raid foe 
Soviet Union "nnght take a fresh took 
at the issue of Soviet-Israeli rela- 
tions” if the Jewish state agreed to 
participate. 


De Michelis met with Gorbachev 
Saturday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Shevardnadze are expected 
to meet later this month during the 
U.N. Genera] Assembly in New 
York. Levy has said be hoped that 
fiiD diplomatic relations between the 
two countries would be restored 
soon. 

Neeman and Modai both expressed 
satisfaction over the meeting with 
Gorbachev they described as “warm 
and extremely positive.” 

“We are bringing home a new 
atmosphere. As number 2 in die 

Soviet Union told us, Mr. Alexander 
Yakovlev, the relations between the 
two countries have been raised to a 
new level, that, I assume is the last 
before complete relations,” Neeman 
said on Israel Radio. 

Yakovlev is a member of the Soviet 
presidential wwmai and dnwnwim of 
the International Commission. 

Modai said the visit would improve 
Israel's position internationally. 

“Evety move towards the Soviet 
Union adds to our position and gives 
Israel more international support and 
maybe on the other hand also de- 
creases the possible pressures on 
Israel," Modai said on Wad Radio. 

“Yes (it is a breakthrough). It is... 
a raising of the relationship between 
the two countries.'* Neeman, a physi- 
cist who has held senior positions in 
Israel’s secretive nod car programme. 

Modai said the two-bour meeting 
was arranged through Gorbachev's 
office in contact with Nceman’s aide, 
ESahn Zamtsov. The session seemed 
in doubt until the last moment after 

Soviet Forego Ministry spokesman 
Gennady Gerasimov described such 
tatlc* as unreasonable. 

Modai said be did not know why be 
and Neeman were invited to meet 

Gorbachev. 


the demographic responsibilities 
that Jordan shares as a result of 
its central position and of the 
political economy which we have 
had to live vis-a-vis the Palesti- 
nian question on the one side 
(and) vis-a-vis the Gulf war on 
the other. And if we are to play a 
moderate pivotal role, this should 
be understood in-depth.” 

In reply to a question about 
Jordan’s position with regard to 
Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait, the 
Crown Prince said Jordan, which 
maintained cordial ties with both, 
does not condone annexation of 
Kuwait. Jordan, he said, opposes 
annexation of Kuwait as it had 
opposed similar cases concerning 
Afghanistan, the Fatklands and 
Jerusalem. As to the question of 
sanctions Jordan had informed 
the Japanese government that it 
is committed to them, the Prince 
added. 

He said Jordan hopes that the 
prospect of a political solution 
still exists in the wake of the 
Helsinki summit. 

The Crown Prince pointed out 
that the Helsinki summit had left 
the door open for a political 
solution since it is important to 
avert military confrontation . 

Top Tehran 
official 
to visit 
Baghdad 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Manu- 
chehr Mottaki is to go to Bagh- 
dad Sunday to follow up dis- 
cussions in Tehran last week 
with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz, Tehran Radio said 
Saturday. 

Mottaki's talks would in- 
clude arrangements for the 
reopening of embassies in each 
other's capitals, further ex- 
changes of prisoners of war 
(PoWs) and border demarca- 
tion, it said. 

The newspaper Tehran 
Times said Mottaki’s trip 
would also prepare for a visit 
to Baghdad by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted Velayati as de- 
scribing Iraq's acceptance of 
peace with Iran as a glorious 
victory. 

He again indirectly criticised 
Iraq for invading Kuwait. 

IRNA quoted him as saying 
Friday that Iran opposed 
aggression by any country big 
or small but that it wanted 
good relations with its neigh- 
bours. 

He told war invalids, com- 
batants and PoWs just back 
from Iraq that Baghdad’s 
acceptance of peace with Iran 
last month was “almost unpre- 
cedented in the history of 
Islam both in terms of magni- 
tude and glory.” 

Tehran has denounced both 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2 and the U.S. military 
buildup in the Gulf region. 
Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said Wednesday 
that the struggle against U.S. 
forces counted as a holy war. 

Velayati urged Muslims to 
unite against the enemies of 
Islam and said the Gulf crisis 
should be resolved by coun- 
tries in the region. 

Iraq began releasing prison- 
ers of war last month. It also 
pulled its troops out of pockets 
of Iranian territory, freeing 
them to confront U.S. and 
other foreign troops in Saudi 
Arabia, ana accepted Tehran’s 
view of where the border runs 
along the disputed Shaft Al 
Arab waterway. 

Iran’s supreme national 
security council met under 
President RaCsanjani to discuss 
the Gulf crisis and urged Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Despite increasing signs that 
Iran was allowing Iraq-bound 
goods to cross into Iraq, punc- 
turing the embargo imposed on 
its neighbour and one-time 
adversary, the council said Iran 
“remains fully committed to 
U.N. Security .Council resolu- 
tions.” 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representatives of 
Islamic movements and religious 
leaders in several Arab and Isla- 
mic countries Saturday briefed 
His Majesty King Hussein on a 
political offensive they have 
agreed upon and which will be 
presented to the leaders of Iraq, 
Iran and S. Arabia proposing the 
replacement of Western forces in 
Saudi Arabia with Arab and Isla- 
mic forces, informed sources said 
Saturday. 

The sources said the briefing 
took place at a meeting the King 
held with a delegation represent- 
ing Islamic movements in the 
Arab and Islamic worlds which 


concluded a meeting here Thurs- 
day. Little was published about 
the meeting, which was organised 
by the Muslim Brotherhood and 
attended by Islamic religious 
scholars and leaders of Islamic 
movements from many countries. 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman Al 
Khalifeh, spiritual leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan, 
is expected to issue a statement 
Sunday on the details of the 
meeting, the sources said. 

According to the sources, the de- 
legation stayed back in Amman until 
Saturday for the meeting with the 
King, who presented a briefing on his 
efforts and contacts aimed at finding 
an Arab solution to the Gulf crisis. 

The delegation members informed 
the King that they were planning 
visits to Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 


with their proposal, which demands 
that Saudi Arabia replace the multi- 
national force in its territory with 
Arab and Islamic troops, the sources 
said. 

If the foreign. non-Muslim forces 
extended their presence in Saudi Ara- 
bia. then the various Islamic move- 
ments would denounce that presence 
as a desecration of Islamic holy 
shrines in the Kingdom and declare a 
holy war against their forces, the 
delegation was quoted as telling the 
King during Saturday's meeting. 

Among those attending the meet- 
ing were Hassan Tourabi, the fiery 
leader of the Muslim Brotherhood of 
Sudan, and several other prominent 
Islamic leaders from the Arab and 
Islamic worlds, ihe sources added. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported that the delegation paid 
tribute to the King’s efforts to find a 
political solution to the Gulf crisis and 


urged him to continue his endeavours 
“so as to avert harm befalling the 
interests and aspirations of the Arab 
and Muslim nations.'' 

According to Petra, the delegation 
informed the King that last week's 
meeting had decided to “launch an 
offensive aimed at dealing with the 
Gulf crisis within an Arab and Islamic 
framework.” 

It was not immediately known what 
form of a political solution the Islamic 
movements were envisaging. 

Last week's Amman meeting coin- 
cided with a three-day conference of 
Muslim leaders held in Mecca under 
the umbrella of the World Muslim 
League. The Mecca gathering de- 
nounced Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait, 
called for the restoration of the top- 
pled emiri regime and endorsed the- 
Western military presence in Saudi 
Arabia as "a matter dictated by legiti- 
mate necessity.’' 


Arab conference opens with calls 
for foreign withdrawal from Gulf 


By Mariam M. Sh ahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A three-day Arab 
conference on the Gulf crisis 
opened here Saturday with repe- 
ated demands for international ac- 
tion to push for implementation of 
all U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. including those that call for 
Israeli withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories; 

More than 120 delegates from 11 
Arab countries are attending the 
conference, which will seek to come 
up with an Arab political offensive 
against foreign intervention in the 
Gulf. 

The conference, the first of its 
kind attended by leaders or political 
parties and popular organisations in 
the Arab World since the Gulf crisis 
erupted more than six weeks ago. 
opened to the roaring applause of 
the approximately 4.000 people 
attending the opening session in a 
distinctive sign of the popular sup- 
port for the gathering’s efforts. 

As the conference got under way 
speaker after speaker lashed out at 


foreign intervention in the Arab 
World in general and American 
foreign policy in the region in par- 
ticular and called for an uncon- 
ditional and immediate withdrawal 
of all non-Arab troops from the 
area. 

Organisers announced before the 
first session began that Egyptian 
and Syrian delegations would not 
be able to anend because they had 
been barred from travelling to Jor- 
dan by their respective govern- 
ments, which have taken a clear 
pro-American stand in the Gulf 
crisis. 

In an opening address, delivered 
on his behalf by. Lower House 
Speaker Suleiman Arar. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said an Arab solu- 
tion would be the only “successful 
remedy" for the Gulf crisis. 

The King told the conference, 
which is organised by the recently- 
founded Jordanian Arab National 
Democratic Alliance (JAN DA), 
that outside pressure would only 
aggravate popular sentiments in the 
Arab World which deeply resents 
the selectiveness with which U.N. 
Security Council resolutions have 


been applied in the region. 

Thunderous applause reverber- 
ated through the Palace of Cul- 
ture's main theatre as Pales tinian 
leaders George Habash and Nayef 
Hawatmeh arrived to address a 
Jordanian audience for the first 
time in 20 years. 

Habash, head of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), the second largest 
faction in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLOj, ridiculed the 
American administration for its 
"double standards" and challenged 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council to pursue the im- 
plementation of all their resolutions 
with the same zest and speed. 

“If the U.S. is ready to push for 
the implementation of 'internation- 
al legitimacy' in all cases rather 
than in only the chosen few, then 
we will adhere to all of them." 
Habash said. 

"But if the U.S. and the U.N. 
continue to be selective about the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions 
then we will have no choice but to 
opt for our ‘Arab revolutionary 
legitimacy', which means the right 


to have one Arab country rather 
than 21 states, and it means that all 
of Palestine is Arab,” Habash said. 

The Arab World has three 
weapons with which it can counter 
aggression. Habash said. "The Ira- 
qi Arab army, which according to 
international research institutes, is 
the sixth strongest army in the 
world, the Iraqi oil reserves and the 
strongest weapon of all, the Arab 
masses," be said. 

Habash, who left Jordan and 
moved his base to Lebanon 20 years 
ago and later to Syria, hailed Jor- 
dan as “exemplary in its demo- 
cratisation and support for Iraq and 
its people." 

"It was the Arab masses in Jor- 
dan which speak for the progressive 
and constructive power of the Arab 
masses," said Habasb as he empha- 
sised the need to mobilise the Arab 
masses in Egypt and the Arabian 
Peninsula to bring about a united 
Arab stand. 

Hawatmeh, who heads the 
Democratic From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP), the 

(Continued on page 4) 


West wants to punish Iraq sanction-busters 


ROME (Agencies) — The West 
build up pressure on Saturday for 
sanctions against any country 
helping Iraq to evade the U.N. 
trade embargo, saying this was 
the only way to make the block- 
ade effective. 

U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker backed a call by Italian 
Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti 
for U.N. sanctions to be extended 
to countries still trading with 
Iraq. 

"To enforce the embargo com- 
pletely, one should think of im- 
posing economic sanctions also 
■against those countries which 
violate it," Andreotti, whose 
country is current president of the 
European Community (EC), told 
Baker when they met in Rome on 
Saturday. 

In Paris, President Francois 
Mitterrand said there were too 


many embargo violations and the 
U.N. should consider punitive 
action. 

An Italian spokesman said 
Baker welcomed Andreotti's 
idea. 

Throughout his talks with Ita- 
lian officials. Baker appeared an- 
xious to convince the world that 
Washington was not seeking a 
fight in the Gulf and did not want 
to keep U.S. troops in the area 
after an end to the crisis over 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait. 

Baker welcomed another Ita- 
lian idea on guaranteeing the 
Gulfs military security once the 
crisis was over, but said it would 
be up to countries Iiky Egypt and 
Syria — and not the United 
States — to provide the necessary 
forces. 

The Italian spokesman said 
Baker agreed with Andreotti that 


once the Kuwait question was 
settled, something had to be done 
to make sure no nation in the 
Gulf was allowed to build up 
forces to such a “threatening 
level” as Iraq had done. 

But Baker stressed the U.S. 
military presence in the Gulf 
would not last one day more than 
necessary and asked Italy to con- 
vince doubters that Washington 
did not nurture any long-term 
designs on the region, the spokes- 
man said. 

The Italian spokesman gave no 
further details on Baker's sugge- 
sion that it would be up to Syria 
and Egypt, military superpowers 
of the Arab World apart from 
Iraq, to provide the backbone of 
any future Gulf security arrange- 
ment. 

Egypt and Syria have both 
already deployed troops in Saudi 


Arabia alongside U.S. forces, 
and diplomats in Damascus said 
Syria has agreed to boost its 
forces in the Gulf by an extra 
12,000 men to 15,000. Baker vi- 
sited Damascus Friday. 

Faker appeared particularly 
concerned about convincing Iran 
that Washington was only in the 
Gulf on a limited mission and the 
spokesman said he had asked for 
Italy's help on this. 

Baker said in Bonn later Satur- 
day West Germany had made a 
“significant” offer of finanrial 
help for the U.S.-led campaign 
against Iraq. 

Baker said West German Fore- 
ign Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher had given him “substantial" 
numbers during a luncheon meet- 
ing to discuss Bonn’s contribution 
to the U.S. effort in the Gulf. 


Economic sanctions against Iraq 
deeply hurt Jordan’s economy 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The Gulf crisis has 
begun to devastate Jordan’s fra- 
gile economy, dashing hopes of 
recovery and threatening a dis- 
aster which only rapid, massive 
infusions of foreign aid can 
stave oft, officials and econom- 
ists say, 

“Things looked so bright in 
July.” mourned one official. 
“The IMF adjustment prog- 
ramme was doing well and we 
were exceeding an our targets. 
Now it’s all shot to hell." 

Western diplomats estimate 
that Jordan, which had close 
economic links with Iraq and 
Kuwait, has foreign exchange 
to cover less than two months 
of food and other vital imports. 

"It’s a disaster,” said one 
diplomat. Without urgent aid, 
Jordan could soon face econo- 
mic and financial collapse 
which might trigger sodal and 
political unrest, he added. 


Uhlike Baghdad, there are 
no bread queues in Amman and 
the dinar has so far held firm 
against a weak dollar, bur local 
bankers say a crunch could 
come in two months. 

“The knif e is still in the flesh, 
it hasn't yet reached the bone,” 
one commented on the impact 
of the Gulf crisis. 

Crown Prince Hassan has 
tried to alert the world to Jor- 
dan’s plight "We are caught in 
the midcue whether it is war or 
peace," he said Thursday. 

He told the Canadian televi- 
sion network CBC Jordan 
stood to Jose 50 per cent of its 
gross national product because 
of the crisis and two thirds of its 
gross domestic product (GDP). 

“Our GDP is barely over $3 
billion and two billion of that 
would go with the application 
of total (U.N.) sanctions... 

squeezing is already taking 
place,” he said. 

The Prince said Jordan had 
applied sanctions except for oil 


imports from Iraq supplied in 
payment of Iraqi trade debts. 

“If that oil stops now, our 
lighr industry slops, our drink- 
ing water stops, our economic 
problems aggravate. We 
already have 20 per cent unem- 
ployment and we have obvious- 
ly a very difficult situation to 
cope with,” he said. 

Prince Hassan said war risk 
insurance on shipping was puni- 
tive and equivalent to sanctions 
against Jordan. 

“With 20 and 30 per cent 
insurance on ships coming into 
our port of Aqaba we are 
already being sanctioned. It’s 
not a question of Iraq being 
sanctioned. Our economy is in 
jeopardy.” 

Jordan wants substantial in- 
ternational aid for its economy, 
on top of emergency support 
needed to cope with an influx of 
hundreds of thousands of Arab 
and Asian refugees from 
Kuwait. 

It has told the U.N. Security 


Council it needs $2,384 billion 
in loans and grants in the first 
year alone, as well as relief on 
rts $8.4 billion foreign debt. 

Japan said Friday it would 
provide $2 billion to Jordan, 
Egypt and Turkey, including 
$600 million in commodity 
loans for grains and other food- 
stuffs as soon as possible. 

European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers may approve 
pn Monday proposals to pro- 
vide $2 billion to the three 
“front-line states” hit hardest 
by die Gulf crisis. 

West Germany and Italy 
have approved separate pack- 
ages of $260 million and $150 
milli on for those countries. 

Officials say Jordan has re- 
ceived no Arab aid since the 
Aug, 2 invasion of Kuwait and 
do not know if any will come. 
So for this year Amman has 
been paid £260 million, mainly 
by Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Bush plans massive 
arms sale to Saudis 


WASHINGTON (Agencies* — 
President George Bush is prepar- 
ing to ask. Congress to sell Saudi 
Arabia $18 billion worth of 
weapons, including F-15 fighter 
planes, tanks and other sophisti- 
cated arms, an official said 
Friday. 

Officials at the State and De- 
fence Department* were work- 
ginc in consultation with Saudi 
officials to determine (hat coun- 
try's needs. 

‘it's not all finalised yet. and it 

won't be until we submit it to 

Congress." said the official, who 
spoke on the condition of anony- 
mity. 

The deal was also reported in 
Saturday editions of the Washing- 
ton Post and the New York 
Times, which said it would be the 
largest single arms sale in U.S. 
history. 

The administration has already 
proposed selling Saudi Arabia S3 
billion in new weapons to bolster 
its defences, including F-15 fight- 
er planes. M-60 tanks. 15.000 
rounds of armour-piercing anti- 
tank ammunition and 200 Stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles, according to 
congressional sources. 

Tne larger package includes 24 
additional F-15s. as many as 48 
Apache helicopters. 385 M-IA2 
tanks. 400-500 M-2 Bradley 
armed personnel carriers and 
thousands of trucks and jeeps, 
the Times said. 

The Post said the package 
would range from 518 billion to 


Saudi radar 
said to detect 
Stealth fighters 


523 billion and also would include 
Patriot air defence systems, naval 
command and control systems 
and thousands of tonnes of 
ammunition. 

Earlier in the day. an adminis- 
tration official noted that addi- 
tional sales had been promised to 
Saudi Arabia when the latest 
package was recently 
announced. However, the official 
said, “no recommendations have 
come to the White House " 

Once the larger package is sub- 
mitted to Congress, lawmakers 
will have two months during 
which they can debate it and 
decide whether to approve the 
sale. 

The White House had 
approved the sale in principle and 
passed the plans along to technic- 
al teams to work on the details, 
the official said. 

The administration is trying to 
speed up submining the package 
in order to take advantage of the 
bipartisan support for President 
Bush's policy on Saudi Arabia 
and his decision to send more 
than 100.000 troops to the king- 
dom. said another official famil- 
iar with the deal. 

The offer would constitute the 
largest peacetime package of 
arms ever sold by the United 
States to a single country and 
would be sure to stir opposition 
from the pro- Israeli lobby in Con- 
gress. 

But officials said arms also 
would be offered to Israel in the 


near future to “cushion the 
shock" of the Saudi sale. 

Hie Israeli government has 
complained loudly about the 
mounting arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia, which Israel says is still 
technically at war with Israel. 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney is scheduled to have a 
working lunch at the Pentagon on 
Monday with Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens. 

Israel is known to want Patriots 
and perhaps F-16 fighters built by 

General Dynamics. The Israeli 

government is also pushing for an 
increase in foreign military aid 
from Washington despite press- 
ure in Congress to freeze or cut 
the level. 

Administration officials said 
the largest peacetime sale of U.S. 
weapons previously was in 1981 
when the Saudis agreed to purch- 
ase 58 billion in air defence 
equipment, including airborne 
warning and control system 
(AWACS) aircraft and F-15 
fighters. 

Israel had 5S of the F-15s prior 
to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 
Bush last month bypassed Con- 
gress and agreed to sell the Saudis 
24 more F-15s from air force 
stocks. 

The 24 jets in the upcoming 
package are in addition to those. 

Congress last year approved 
the sale of 12 F-15s to the Saudis 
and all of the deals together 
would give Saudi Arabia 118 of 
the high-performance fighters. 


Israel seeks new links 
with U.S. spy satellites 


PARIS (Agencies) — Saudi Ara- 
bian radar has detected the U.S. 
Stealth fighter several times since 
the highly sophisticated jet was 
deployed in the Gulf, raising 
questions about its effectiveness, 
a French magazine said. 

The Friday edition of L' Ex- 
press said Stealth fighters had 
been detected by a French-made 
Crotale air-defense system 
bought by Saudi Arabia.a/jtf re- 
named the Shabine systen^The 
aircraft, officially known as the 
F-117A, were designed to evade 
enemy radar. 

Thomson-CSF. the French 
electronics company that builds 
the ground-to-air defense system, 
declined to comment on the re- 
port. 

L'Express said the fighters had 
been detected at a distance of 17 
kilometres (11 miles) and that the 
defense system had been able to 
distinguish a distinct Stealth radar 
signature. 


WASHINGTON f R ) - 
Washington has turned down an 
Israeli request for “real-time” 
links with U.S. spy satellites 
which would have helped Israel 
to target Iraqi military sites, the 
Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

It said Israeli Deputy Defence 
Minister David. Iviy last month 
requested "strategic coordina- 
tion" with U.S. forces if hostili- 
ties broke out in the Middle East. 

The U.S. reply, formulated at a 
high-level State Department 
meeting Friday, was that theTJn- 
ited'-Staters would not provide, a 
“real-time" satellite link for 
Israeli military commanders, but 
would share intelligence with 
Israel as it does with other allies." 
the Post said. 

The State Department had no 
immediate comment on the re- 
port. 

The Post, quoting administra- 
tion officials, said Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens planned to 
push the request for satellite links 
when he meets his U.S. counter- 
part, Dick Cheney. Monday at 
the Pentagon. 


Arens was also expected to 
mount a new drive to have 
Israel's military debt to Washing- 
ton cancelled. 

On Friday. President George 
Bush formally sent Congress a 
request to cancel Egypt's S7.1 
billion military debt, largely as a 
reward for its key role irf organis- 
ing Arab opposition to Iraq. 

Israel has said it expects the 
same treatment for its military 
debt under the terms of the U.S.- 
brokered 1970 Camp David 
treaties signed by Israel and 
Egypt.. 

Arens is also expected to seek 
new - militaij* aid' to counter 
spriailing U.S. weapons sales to 
Arab countries and the perceived 
threat from Iraq. 

The Bush administration plans 
to sell Saudi Arabia up to $20 
billion in U.S. fighter jets, tanks, 
missiles and other arms to coun- 
ter any military threat from Iraq, 
administrate officials said 
Friday. 

The Israeli government has 
complained loudly about the 
mounting arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia, which is technically at 
war with Israel. 


Iraqi 

ridicules 

Iranian 

cleric’s 
sermon as 
naive 

BAGHDAD ( Agencies) — A 
senior Iranian cleric's statements 
on the Gulf crisis were ridiculous 
and naive and served the United 
States and Israel, an “authorita- 
tive source" at the Iraqi Ministry 

of Culture and Information said. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Saturday that the source was 
commenting on a sermon by 
Ayatollah Abdolkarim Mousavi 
Ardebili at a mass prayer meeting 
at Tehran University Friday. 

INA quoted the source as 
saying that Ardebili. “tried ro be 
intelligent in his speech but came 
out merely with desperate ideas 
reflecting his shortsightedness 
and lack of awareness. 

"He distorted facts by claiming 
that Iraq had notified the U.S. of 
its intention to send troops to 
Kuwait as this is completely un- 
founded." 

He said the Iranian cleric “used 
this flagrant distortion as a basis 
for a naive and ridiculous assess- 
ment reflecting his standing and 
way of thinking.” 

Ardebili had denounced the 
American-led military buildup in 
the Gulf, saving Muslims would 
soon rise up against American 
soldiers who drink and “party 
with semi-nude dancers." near ! 
Islamic holy sites in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The cleric described Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's appeal to 
Muslim sentiments as not genuine 
“after what he did in Iraq. 
Kuwait and Iran." Iraq should 
withdraw from 'Kuwait and 
Kuwaitis decide their future in a 
free election, he said. 

“It is well known that Ardebili 
is not the one who lays down 
Iran's policy and should not be 
counted upon... but his sermon is 
inspired by those interested in 
influencing the process of peace 
between Iraq and Iran to serve 
American designs." the source 
said. 

Tne source said the cleric 
“reiterated in his distortion 
American claims about an Iraqi 
intention to invaJe Saudi Arabia, 
in addition to the question of 
Iraqi troops entering Kuwait. 

"Ardebifi’s sermon wholly lies 
in the service of America and 
Zionism both of which harbour 
overt aggression against Iraq and 
the Arab Nation. - ' he added. 

“Iranian officials, whose views 
Ardebili does not express, should 
not permit this kind of voices in 
the service of American designs." 
the source said. 


Indian food ship to Gulf delayed by a day 


NEW DELHI (R) — An Indian 
cargo ship carrying food for Indi- 
ans stranded in the Gulf will soil 
Sunday, a day later than planned, 
to enable dockers to load more 
supplies, officials said Saturday. 

“We want to send as much 
food os possible and hence the 
delay in the ship's departure." a 
government spokesman told Reu- 
ters. ‘ It should leave by Sunday 
morning." 

The 12.972 tonne Vishwa Sid- 
dhi was to have sailed from the 
southern port city of Cochin for 
Kuwait Saturday 'with 6.000 ton- 
nes of food. 

It will be the first shipment 
allowed through the naval block- 
ade enforcing stringent United 
Nations sanctions against Iraq 
following its invasion of Kuwait 
Aug. 2- 

“We have been told to load 


more food. We are loading a little 
more than 10.000 tonnes and this 
could take a day more." a port 
official said. 

He said the supplies would now 
comprise 10,000 tonnes of rice. 
172 tonnes of pulses, 100 tonnes 
of sugar and 50 tonnes of wheat 
flour. 

Nearly 200 port workers were 
loading the food, supplied by the 
government of the southern state 
of Kerala. 

Most of the 125.000 Indians 
still stranded in Kuwait are from 
Kerala. Nearly 40,000 Indians 
have come home so far. 

India won United Nations per- 
mission to send the ship in the 
face of strong opposition from the 
United States and Britain, both 
permanent members of the 


Security Council. 

The council imposed sanctions 
on Iraq for its invasion, allowing 
food to be sent only for huma- 
nitarian purposes. 

Washington had said huma- 
nitarian supplies were not yet 
necessary, but apparently 
changed its mind under strong 
pressure from India. Sri Lanka 
and the Philippines, all of which - 
have large numbers of people 
trapped. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Friday the Vishwa Siddhi 
would sail to Umm Qasr. near the 
southern Iraqi port of Basra, and 
the food would be distributed to 
any hungry foreigner, not just 
Indians. 

Senior Indian officials de- 
scribed the voyage of the Vishwa 
Siddhi os a test case for all con- 
cerned. 


The Security Council insisted 
the Indian food be distributed 
under the eyes of humanitarian 
organisations. 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said an Indian Red Cross 
team would accompany the food 
and a method of distribution con- 
sistent with Security Council rules 
would be worked out in Baghdad 
during the five or six-day voyage. 

One senior official told Reuters 
that if the Vishwa Siddhi opera- 
tion went well. India might ask 
the Security Council for permis- 
sion to send additional, smaller, 
shipments of 4.000-5.000 tonnes. 

He said water might well be the 
major item in any future ship- 
ment because people in Kuwait, 
many of them poor Asians short 
of cash and food, were suffering 
from a water shortage. 


Egypt restricts entry of 
certain Arab nationals 


Cheney: U.S. Gulf 
build-up nearing peak 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt is inten- 
sifying its campaign against Iran 
by restricting entry of Iraqis and 
citizens of Arab countries that 
support Iraq. 

A senior security officer said 
Saturday the curbs apply to 
Jordanians, Yemenis and Palesti- 
nians. Kuwaitis also are subject 
to the controls but for different 
reasons, he said. 

Iq, a related move. President 
Hosni Mubarak's government 
prevented two leading Egyptian 
opposition politicians and two re- 
porters with known leftist lean- 
ings from travelling to Amman 
for a conference starting 
Saturday. 

Political groups from Arab. 
Asian and other countries are 
attending the Amman confer- 
ence. They are trying to devise a 
peaceful resolution of the crisis, 

which then will be taken to 
Baghdad. 

The Egyptian politicians pre- 
vented from attending are Ibra- 
him Shukry. chairman of the left- 
of-centre socialist Labour Party, 
and his parliamentary ally. 
Mohammad Hamed Abul Nasr, 
leader of the fundamentalist Mus- 
lim Brotherhood. 

Two journalists of the leftist. 
pro-Moscow National Unionist 
Progressive Party also said they 
were not allowed to go. 

The Egyptian security officer, 
who holds a senior post in the 
government's passports and im- 
migration department, described 
the new entry restrictions as 
security measures stemming from 
political differences. 

He said the regulations took 
effect in the past week. They 
require ail Iraqis. Yemenis'. 
Jordanians and Kuwaitis who 
want to visit Egypt to obtain 
entry visas in advance, said the 
officer, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 


Previously, citizens of the four 
countries could get visas for auto- 
matic six-month residence on 
arrival in Egypt, like nationals of 
other Arab countries. 

Under the new regulations, the 
length of stay in Egypt will be set 
by entry visas, depending on an 
applicant's business in the 
country. 

The officer said Palestinians 
with Egyptian or other travel 
documents now must also get 
entry visas in advance Previously 
those having Egyptian travel 
documents were not required to 
do so. 

In all cases, visiting Palesti- 
nians are jpveu one-month rca- 
dence. as m the past, he said. 

Egypt, all other Arab countries 
and some otter governments rec- 
ognise the State of Palestine, but 
without universal recognition , the 
Palestine government does not 
issue passports. Palestinians use 
travel documents issued by any of 
the 20 Arab states unless they 
hold a separate Arab or other 
nationality. Many Palestinians 
have Jordanian passports. 

The security officer said the 
aim of the new controls regarding 
Kuwaitis is to prevent Iraq from 
sending agents into Egypt with 
Kuwaiti passports. 

“AH government departments 
in Kuwait fell into Iraqi hands 
after the invasion." he said. “We 
are afraid that Iraq might try to 
send Iraqis or non-Kuwaitis into 
Egypt with what might appear to 
be genuine Kuwaiti passports.” 

Ibis, he added, is why Egyp- 
tian authorities want to “screen 
properly in advance any Kuwaiti 
passport-holders wanting to come 
to Egypt." 

Cairo continues to recognise 
the ousted ruler of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad A1 
Sabah, who heads an exile gov- 
ernment in Taif, Saudi Arabia. 


Hamas accuses PLO 
supporters of attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists have accused the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) of attacking them. 

But the Muslim Hamas group said 
it was still ready to cooperate with 
PLO backers in the Israeli occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The statement, dated Sept. 15. 
singled out activists in PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's Fateh 
movement, the main group in the 
nationalist unified leadership of 
the uprising, of spearheading 
dashes with its members in West 
Bank towns. 

“The unified leadership, 
headed by Fateh, claims Hamas 
instigates divisions, but we ask 
them: Who confronts Hamas 
masked men. preventing them 
from carrying out their sacred 
duty of struggle in Nablus, Heb- 
ron, Tulkarm. Jabaliya...." said 
the statement naming major West 
Bank towns and a Gaza Strip 
refugee camp. 

Palestinians said supporters of 
Hamas and backers of PLO fac- 
tions were wounded when they 
fought with stones and knives in 
the West Bank districts of Tul- 
karm and Jenin last week. 

They said the dashes broke out 
over what political line Muslim 
preachers should advocate in 
their Friday sermons. 

Fateh supporters say Hamas, a 
branch of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. is trying to win back Saudi 
Arabian support, eroded by 
Hamas opposition to U.S.-led 
military buildup in tte Gulf. 

Israeli soldiers Wednesday 
broke up an attempted reconcilia- 
tion between the rivals at Tul- 
karm town hail and arrested af 
least 20 people. But leading 
nationalist and fundamentalist fi- 
gures at the meeting were not 


detained. 

Palestinians said Hamas activ- 
ists stabbed and wounded an ex- 
prisoner m Nablus Friday, claim- 
ing he had abused fellow militants 
when they were held in an Israeli 

The^: statement, however, in- i 
sisted that Hamas was still com- 
mitted to working with nationalist 
Palestinian groups to maintain . 
the revolt. 

“We assert that our hands are 
still stretched to cooperate with 
our brothers in all factions to 
keep the momentum and strength 
of our uprising. We are ready for 
any constructive dialogue and 
ready to cast away all causes of 
divisions and disputes," it said. 

Houses blown up 

The Israeli army said Friday, 
troops blew up three houses of 
Palestinians Thursday night in the 
West Bank village of Beit Auwa 
near Hebron. 

The bouses belonged to men 
suspected of throwing firebombs 
at a military ambulance and at 
suspected informers in tte vil- 
lage. No one was hurt in tte 
attacks, the army said. 

The United States and other 
Western nations have condemned 
boose demolitions and sealings as 
a violation of international bo- 
man rights conventions. In most 
cases, the measure is used against 
Palestinians who have not been 
tried. 

Israeli police Friday arrested 
four Palestinian suspects in the 
killing of an alleged Arab in- 
former. 

Police said one suspect was 
shot and wounded when he tried 
to escape during the arrest raid in 
tte Silwan neighbourhood in 
Arab Jerusalem. 


SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies) 

! — U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney has said the United 
States may be approaching tte 
peak of its six-week buildup of 
military forces in the Gulf. 

U.S. military commanders 
have not yet told the administra- 
tion they nave enough personnel 
and equipment in the Gulf region 
to respond to Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, Cheney said Friday. 

“I expect it’s not too for off, 
but we would still like to get some 
heavy units on the ground over 
there, and those are just now 
arriving,” be said referring to 
army units equipped with heavy 
tanks. 

Cheney, .speaking at a news 
conference during a three-day 
speaking tour of California milit- 
ary bases, said that once the 
administration decides enough 
American forces have been de- 
ployed the United States will 
switch to “sustainment mode.” 

Cheney refused to speculate on 
.what kind of act by Iraq might 
spark an additional military re- 
sponse from the United States 
and its allies. 

“Should there be a provoca- 
tion, we are equipped to respond 
and will respond very aggressive- 
ly. Saddam Hussein should not 
assume there's any sanctuary for 
him inside Iraq," he said. 

Cheney said the United States 
had despatched more than 
100,000 troops to the region, and 
he estimated it would cost SI5 
billion to keep them there during 
the fiscal year ending on Oct 1, 
1991. 

He said the United States ex- 
pected about one-half of the ex- 
penses to be met by contributions 
from other governments. 

The full buildup of U.S. forces 
needed to combat the Iraqi threat 
to Saudi Arabia will not be com- 
pleted for two more months, 
according to the top American 
military commander in Riyadh. 

General H. Norman Schwarz- 
kopf of tte army, chief of the 
U.S. Central Command, said in an 
interview that the buildup had been 
slowed about a week by break- 
downs of ships carrying heavy 
combat equipment. 

Moreover, he said, tte air 
force will be required to reduce 
its airlift of troops and equipment 
to the- region in coming weeks 
because the operation has taxed 
aging transports so severely that 
many of thdr engmes most bet 


replaced. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said sealift 
problems had put the buildup of 
U.S. forces on tte Arabian 
Peninsula five to six days behind 
schedule. He said U.S. forces 
could now adequately defend the 
kingdom but would be even 
stronger soon. f 

“Give me another couple of ! 
months, and we will surely have ! 
the forces on the ground that we { 
need to defend Saudi Arabia ! 
against any attack," the general 
said. 

The U.S. presence in the Mid- 
dle East now totals about 143,000 
troops, including sailors on naval 
ships, according to other military : 
officials. More than 50,000 addi- 
tional ground troops are sche- 
duled to arrive in the coming 
weeks, officials said. 

Based on Schwarzkopfs com- 
ments, it appears that the com- 
pletion of me buildup will come 
about one month after the mid- 
October target re p orted by sever- 
al U.S. legislators who were 
briefed earlier this month. 
Schwrzkopf indicated that these f 
earlier predictions were overly 
optimistic and that sealift delay 
and otter logistical problems had 
not been taken into account. 

The general added that 
although the massive movement 
of troops and hardware operated 
smoothly in the first weeks of the 
mission, less than one-third of the 
army's heavy combat armour had 
arrived in Saudi Arabia. The 
military has been forced to con- 
tract slower ships to transport 
some tanks and heavy artillery 
because of mechanical problems , 
with some of the navy's eight fast ! 
sealift vessels. i 

“The good news is that at the j 
most dangerous time, everything [ 
went great." the general said, i 
“The bad news is, it has slowed : 
up, bat it doesn't matter as much 
as it did before.” 

Schwarzkopf said that in the 
last week, air transport flights 
into tte Middle East had de- 
creased from an average of 80 a 3 * 
day to about 70 a day. He said 
that number would drop further ' 
in about two weeks, wnen the 
air force is to begin massive over- 
hauls and maintenance of its 
transport planes. These have 
been flown hard in tte last four 
weeks. The general also said tte 
flights would begin tapering off as J 
more equipment continued to ar- \ 
qve by sea. 1 
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Fcrdtw* pharmacy 77SJ36 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Njbrcwkb pharmacy 62r-o~2 

Al Saiam pharmacy 636“33 

Yacoub pharmacy 6«M5 

Shmei&am pharmacy . ATTMC 

flunk 

Dr. Rattan At Sa 'ad - . i— ) 

Al 5fcaraa' pharmacy 196525?; 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hciam Hiyaui 
KLaljfrh pharmacy 


emergencies 


CptI Defence Department ... 
Ch'J Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Cnol Defence Ernerjjencv 
Resc-as Poors ..192.6211' 

Rre Brigade 

Blood Bark 

Highway Police 

Traffic Pcike 

Public Secanry Department . 

Hore! CvHy l am u 

Prw ComphiaB 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints:. 

Astras Municipality 

_ CcnjpdajB!* 

teiepteae Iflfnraatxm 

( dr’cflory asawance I 

Overseas CaEs 

CczJral Amman Telephone 

SepKrs 

Abdafa Telephone Repairs ... 

Jcriin Trievtixm 

Radio Jordan 

Ware.- Authority 


..630341 
... 199 
1. 63777? 

SOtZS 
... 773121 
..843402 
W390 
.. (00321 
. ftowno 

.. Ml 176 


121 

.010230 


Jordan Eleanor? Authority ... SI 56 15 
Electric Power 

Company 6J638I 

RJ FEgfct Information 08-53200 

Queen Alii IntL Airport. 06-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Husjem Method Centre . . 
Khabdi Maten&ty. J. Asm 
Akiteb Maternity. J. Amu. 
Jabal Amman Niaacrmty . .. 
Maflua. J Amman 
PaJesime. Sbznesaaj .. ... 

Shmosam Hospital 

University Hospital 

AI-Muasber Hospital 

Tbc Islamic. Abdafi 

AJ-Ahli. Abdab 

lutes. AJ-Mutejrecn 

AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Army. Marita 

Ovett Ate Hospital 

Amaf Hospital 

ZAJtQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zaras National Hospital . 

Km Sma Hospital 

DUUD: 

Princess Banna Hospital .. 
Greek Catbohc Hospital 
lbo Al Naleca HcsptaJ 


81381372 
... &4431.0 
.. 64244J.7 
... M2362 
... 636140 
... M417W 
..660DI 

845845 

.. 667T7W 
. 666127 3? 
•• 664164.6 
. 7771010 
■ 77?uiCb 
89161 1/15 
. 60224050 
674155 


(09WG3323 

(09)991071 

{09)986732 

(02)275555 

(021272275 

(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Hay* Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tba mtonatfoa is sappbed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) iofoniaefen depart- 
ment at the Qikco A&foEnaunil 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5 . where it 
sbcoJd always be verified. 

AINVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! 1) 

0W5 .... Dote(RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Ifc* Cairo (RJ) 

IMS Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

IMS BahtaiorRJ) 

IMP Cairo (RJ) 

17M5 Paris, Rome (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid (RJ) 

18*0 .... New York. Anaicrdam (JU) 

IMS Istanbul (RJ) 

IMS - Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

VkS5 Frankfort, Vienna (RJ) 

IMP London (RJ) 


Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

•*35 Rome(AZ) 

•MS Lanaca(CY) 

HdM Jeddah (SV) 

1*2* - Cairo (MS) 

UcN Tripoli (LN) 

I*3P Dubai (EK) 

1*:S Frankfurt (LH) 

3fc3 S Bonn (ME) 

22*5 Athens (OA) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(TarmJnal (1) 

1M* cairo (?Q 

12 £ 2 » — , Tuns. CmalHanca (RJ) 

Us40 London (RJ) 

12M5 Istanbul (RJ) 

I7sl5 Agate (RD 

2fc» DfamnmtRJ) 

- DamaacuafRJ) 

2*35 - Laura (RJ) 

2L-N Riyadh (RJ) 

Zh2l Cairo (W) 

2JH6 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

229*5 Ca lcutt a. Bangkok (RJ) 

2238 Kuata linear. Singapore (RXj 
ZkX Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

Otter Flight* (Tormina! (2) 

HdS Rome LAZ) 

MfclS .. — LanncaiCY) 

12sN Jeddah (SV) 

HJS Cairo (MS) 

MS# — - Tripofi(LN) 

J*3B Dubai (EK) 


*£=*• — Doha. Muscat (GF) 

2*325 Sanaa (LH) 

23-J0 Athens (OA) 

MARKET PRICES 

Upperflowet price io Bb per kg. 

Apple 600 / 450 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mnkanmmr) ........ 450 / 400 

330 / 270 

Cabbage 120/80 

240 / 200 

OoiBBowtst 220/180 

Cora.. — 200/150 

Cocumbers (large) ... 120/ 60 

Cacombe»(sma 0 ) 240 / 200 

350/300 

150/100 

figs. 400 / 280 

garlic 750 / 650 

p™P“ 300 / 250 

Jftnon 220/180 

6fonw(bige) 120/ 60 

Marrw (small) 240/200 

Omon(dxy) 200/150 

450 / 400 

g™ — 600 / 500 

£**« — 620 / 550 

£* 600/ 500 

«PP«&ot) - 220/180 

P«(sweet) 200/150 

360 / 300 

150/100 

S*8* 550/500 

Sweet melon — 270/220 

Tomatoes 130/80 

Watermelon 180/140 
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lO J meeting to take place 
as scheduled in Amman 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

' AMMAN — Despite concern 
by some members of the Inter- 
national Organisation of Jour- 
nalists (IOJ) over the tense 
situation m the region, the IOJ 
meeting will take place as sche- 
duled on Oct. 24-16 in Amman 
to discuss major changes in the 
organisation's orientation. 

'This (the reservations by 
some members) is a bit prob- 
lematic," the president of the 
IOJ, Kaarle Nordenstreng, 
told a press conference Satur- 
dy. “We hope to explain to 
them and prove to them that 
we can convene such a (profes- 
sional) meeting here despite 
the crisis," he added. The ex- 
ecutive committee of the orga- 
nisation is in Amman to pre- 
pare for the meeting. 

According to Jordanian 
journalists, the IOJ was con- 
templating reversing its deci- 
sion, which was taken before 
the outbreak of the Golf crisis, 
to convene the meeting in Am- 
man. But the president of the 
Prague-based organisation, 
which comprises 102 organisa- 
tions representing 260,000 
journalists, said that the meet- 
ing would be held in the Jorda- 
nian capita] and "would nor be 
changed unless the situation 
(in the area) became explo- 

"~The October meeting, which 
was described as a "turning 
point” for the organisation, 
aims at "renovating” the orga- 
nisation and map out a new 
orientation and strategy for the 
44-year-old institution. 

“In a way we are really 
coming back to our constitu- 
tion adopted in 1946-47,” Nor- 
denstreng said explaining the 
changes the meeting will try io 
implement. “We want to get 


rid of double standards... we 
used to condemn repression of 
journalists in some countries 
and keep silent in others. We 
used to criticise- media distor- 
tions in one and not in 
another," he said. 

He said the organisation 
wants to pay more attention to 
trade unions and the working 
conditions of journalists. “Our 
meeting has nothing to do with 
the Gulf crisis... our meeting 
itself has an internal agenda,” 
Nordenstreng explained. 
“However, there is one point 
which has wider scope... the 

S uestion of the right of in- 
irmation.” On this issue, the 
organisation will discuss re- 
ports on the condition of jour- 
nalists in the Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Hashera 
Khreisat in his opening state- 
ment discussed a political 
aspect of the agenda. He told 
the press conference Jiat “we in 
this part of the world have the 
need for journalists to see the 
realities and problems prevail- 
ing in the region... the Palesti- 
nian question and the Gulf 
crisis." The JPA will be the 
host for the meeting and 
Khreisat assured the IOJ Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
that aQ facilities will be pro- 
vided to ensure the success of 
the conclave. 

In answer to a question ab- 
out a possible conflict over the 
agenda between the JPA and 
the organisation, Norden- 
streng said: “There really is no 
conflict. There is maybe a dif- 
ference of emphasis. Let us 
remember the fact that we 
convened this meeting to reno- 
vate.... therefore we would not 
like to mix this meeting with 


political assessments." But he 
did say that the (wo topics 
could be discussed in different 
meetings and there could be 
political discussions outside the 
meeting. 

Khreisat said: “We of course 
respect the agenda... we hope 
to have a chance to exchange 
views in and outside the 
meeting." 

IOJ Secretary-General 
Gerard Gatuiot did not appear 
to agree that the sole purpose 
of the meeting should be the 
professional aspects of journal- 
ism and indicated the need for 
a broader agenda. “I do not 
think it will be useful to come 
to Amman for this (internal 
agenda) only. In our opinion, 
we are here for a symbolic 
value. 

Gatuiot said that he had 
visited the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and *T have seen 
with my own eyes journalists 
fully deprived off all rights. We 
cannot overlook these col- 
leagues." 

The new secretary-general 
said that he was not here to 
make “big declarations," but 
to tell "them ( Palestinian jour- 
nalists) we are with them." 

Another member of the ex- 
.ecutive committee criticised 
the “Eurocenter” nature of the 
IOJ. “(In the IOJ) there are 32 
organisations from Africa, 24 
organisations from Asia, and 12 
organisations from Europe. 
We think a new orientation is 
necessary to make the IOJ 
truly global,” George Izobo 
said. “Tt is important to stress 
we cannot say IOJ has been 
relevant and useful... to the 
problems of all members... 
Taking one trip to the occupied 
territories in 40 years and 
saying we all belong to it (is not 
accurate).” 


Belgium, the Netherlands, U.S. 


# offer assistance to evacuees 


; | 400,000 cross into 

Jordan at RuweisHe 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
400,000 expatriates of different 
nationalities crossed into Jordan 
through the Rnweished border 
post since the outbreak o f the 
Gulf crisis, according to an offi- 
cial statistical bulletin issued here 
Saturday. The bulletin said that 
the total number of evacuees who 
arrived in the Kingdom on Friday 
was 14,907 inducting 2,265 Jorda- 
nians 8,690 non- Jordanian Arabs 
and the rest foreigners. 

The bulletin said that number 
of evacuees in the camps around 
Ruweisbed had been decreasing 
and that the total number of 
those still at Shaaian n camp 
Friday stood at 3,511, mostly 
Indians, Filippinos, Sri Lankans, 
Pakistanis and Bengalis. AJ 
Rahmeh camp has only 2,865 
evacuees, ail of them Bengalis. 
Efforts are being made to transfer 
the residents of AI Rahmeh and 
Shaaian B camp to Al Azraq 
camp, according to the state- 
ment. 

Over the past two days 19,182 
evacuees left by air to different 
destinations, according to the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
Saturday. 

Tt said that Jordanian airports 
were, still handling unscheduled 
flights to ensure the repatriation 
of the Arab and foreign 
nationals. 


Meanwhile, more than 1,700 
Sri Lankan expatriates who fled 
the Gulf zone to Jordan were to 
board a ship bound for Colombo 
at Aqaba Saturday evening, 
according to an announcement by 
the International Organisation 
for Migration (TOM) which orga- 
nised their transportation. 

The announcement siad that 
1,767 Sri Lankans were expected 
to board the Pakistani Safina - 1 - 
Arab, in the company of a doctor 
from IOM, for the 10-day trip 
home. 

Head of the IOM mission here 
Anthony Vassiliadis said the Sri 
T jnlcanx assembled in Amman in 
the morning and then travelled by 
boses to the jxm dty. 

“It is a long journey, but a ship 
takes many more people than an 
aircraft, and we have to consider 
every possible means to repatri- 
ate these people as fast as possi- 
ble," Vassiliandis said. 

He said that the cost of repat- 
riating this batch of Sri Lankans 
by ship was $700,000 compared to 
$1,115,000 by plane. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch govern- 
ment has announced a $1 million 
aid for the evacuees to be chan- 
nelled through international and 
reional organisations involved in 
the relief operations in Jordan. 

Tbe announcement was made 
by the Mmisteiy of Planning here 


King congratulates Mexico 

AMMAN fPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a cable 
to Mexican President Carlos Salinas de Cortari congratulating him m 
his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and people on 
his. country's independence day. King Hussein wished the Mexican 
president and people further progress and prosperity. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tune and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


■fr Open studio and workshop for artist Sarnia Zara dfapbpig^ 
paintings , sculptures and hand-painted fabrics. Location: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Rosenthal (9t3MdO and 3:30-6:30)- 
☆ ■ Art exhibition by Mohammad NasraUah at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

THEATRE 

Ar fort tm> of Shakespeare’s play “Othello” will be shown on 
video at the British Council at 5.-00 pan. 

FILM 

* Feature film entitled “The Quiet Man' 31 at the American Centre 

M 


which was informed by the Dutch 
government to this effect. It said 
that the assistance will take the 
form of means of transport, medi- 
cines and food supplies. 

AMER1CARES, a private 
jynerican non-profit organisa- 
tion, has announced that a second 
planeload of relief aid was due 
here Friday evening. The con- 
signment, it said, includes 35 ton- 
nes of medicines, blankets, rice, 
milk, water and other foodstuffs 
for distribution to refugees arriv- 
ing in Jordan from Kuwait and 
Iraq. Tbe first planeload of relief 
supplies arrived here last week, 
and the third plane was expected 
Sunday. 

In a bid to speed up the evacua- 
tion process Belgium has offered 
to provide more planes to airlift 
Egyptians who have fled Iraq and 
Kuwait to Jordan, Egyptian De- 
fence Ministrey sources said in 
Cairo. 

The offer was made during 
talks between Belgian Foreign 
Minister Mark Eyskens, who ar- 
rived in Cairo earlier in the day. 
and Egyptian Defence Minister 
Yousef Sabri Abu Taleb. 

Belgium has four aircraft cur- 
rently operating as part of an 
international airbridge bringing 
home from Jordan thousands of 
Egyptian evacuees. 


HOME NEWS 
IN BRIEF 

7 cultural 

departments 

established 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
Saturday approved the establish- 
ment of seven cultural depart- 
ments in the capital of the King- 
dom's governorates, excluding 
Amman to "enable the Ministry 
of Culture to develop culture in 
all pans of the Kingdom.” The 
cabinet, chaired by Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran also approved 
a draft law that aims at applying 
Sharia (Islamic) law on the fixed 
assets of orphans. 

British relief supply 
arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new ship- 
ment of relief supplies donated by 
British charitable societies 
through the British Christian Re- 
lief Fund arrived Saturday at 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port. A statement by tbe Middle 
East Council of CbunAes said the 
shipment included 274 tents and 
2,000 blankets. 


King receives patriarch Deputies demand extended ordinary 

AMMAN (J.T.) — HU Maiestv *8** Minister Marwan Al Qasem. . , / x ■ x t I 

session, concrete solutions to problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HU Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Saturday the Arme- 
nian Patriarch of Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land Archbishop Torkom 
Manougian and presented him 
with a Royal decree officially 
recognising him as Armenian Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem. 

The audience took place in the 
presence of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and senior 
Armenian clergy in Jordan. 

The patriarch was received 
separately Saturday by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Salem Massadeh and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 


ign Minister Marwan Ai Qasem. 

The patriarch, who arrived in 
Jordan from the West Bank Fri- 
day. voiced his deep appreciation 
for the hospitality and the warm 
reception accorded to him upon 
arrival. 

During his week-long stay in 
Amman, the Iraqi-born patriarch 
will hold meetings with Jordanian 
officials and will tour Armenian 
community centres here. 

Upon his arrival across the 
King Hussein Bridge from the 
occupied territories the patriarch 
called for solidarity and rallying 
ranks behind the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 


Parliament recesses 


Jordan, India 
to boost trade 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
India have signed minutes of deli- 
berations by teams from the two 
sides designed to promote the 
exchange of national goods and 
to boost trade. 

According to an offical state- 
ment, arrangements will be made 
to facilitate the process of export- 
ing Indian products to Jordan 
while Indian businessmen will be 
encourged to take part in joint 
Jordanian-Indian ventures to be 
implemented in the Kingdom. 

“The two sides agreed to con- 
vene their joint economic com- 
mittee in December to discuss 
further steps to promote trade 
and economic cooperation." the 
statement said. 

According to the statement, 
India last year imported JD 96 
million worth of Jordanian pro- 
ducts and exported JD II million 


worth of Indian goods; 1990 U 
expected to witness an increase in 
Jordanian exports to Indian mar- 
kets. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary-General Ibrahim Bad- 
ran signed the minutes with Indi- 
a’s Deputy Minister of Trade 
V.D.N. Rao following several 
days of talks between' the two 
sides. 

Rao had expressed hope of 
increased trading links between 
Jordan and India to help adjust 
the balance of trade between the 
two sides which is now heavily in 
favour of Jordan. 

In a bid to promote trade. Rao 
|ast year opened a trade and 
industrial exhibtion in Amman, 
displying products by 50 Indian 
manufacturers and trading 
houses. 


Third shipment for Iraqi 
children leaves Sept. 24 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The third 
convoy of trucks carrying food 
and medical supplies to children 
in Iraq will leave Amman on 
Sept. 24, according to an 
announcement by an ad hoc com- 
mittee set up by the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) which organises the 
shipments. 

The announcement said that 
the. third- convoy of supplies will 
be- contributed - .by the leadership 
of the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied Arab territories 
together with unions of Jordanian 
merchants and private indi- 
viduals. 

The second convoy of 20 trucks 
each having a 40-tonne capacity, 
carried milk and foodstuff to 
Baghdad on Sept 8, and, accord- 
ing to GUVS president, the ship- 
ment contained 320 tonnes of 


commodities. 

The committee held a meeting 
here Saturday and renewed the 
process of collecting contribu- 
tions for the Iraqi children and 
appealed to donors to send in 
their contributions through the 
committee. 

The statement said that the 
committee had discussed offers of 
contributions that came from 
; charitable prgahisaubm } n Gene- 
v?.;Cy prus and iheU.'S/and 
GUVS contacts with different na- 
tions to ensure that food ship- 
ments would not be intercepted 
as they are “destined for innocent 
children.” 

The convoy, which left on 
■ P*’«? contained mainly dona- 
tions from international organisa- 
tions such as the World Church 
Council. 


Jordanian, Iraqi Red Crescent 
to establish ‘group for peace’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian and Iraqi Red Crescent 
societies decided Saturday to 
establish an international huma- 
nitarian group for peace to be 
based in Amman. 

In a meeting chaired by Dr. 
Ahmad Abu Qoura, chairman of 
the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Permanent Com- 
mittee and president of the Jor- 
dan National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS) from the Jordanian 
side and by President of the Iraqi 
Red Crescent Society Ibrahim Al 
Nouri from the Iraqi side, the two 
societies decided to invite inter- 
national organisations interested 
in achieving peace to join the 
group. 

“The basic task of the group 
will be to work for achieving 
peace in the Middle East ana 
prevent destructive wars,” Abu 
Qoura said. He said he would 
make contacts with world orga- 
nisations interested in achieving 


international peace and urge 
them to join the group. 

According to Abu Qoura, the 
group aims at mobilising interna- 
tional public opinion through uti- 
lising the Rea Cross and Red 
Crescent societies to work for 
peace in the region and to reduce 
the suffering of any human being, 
whether because of the economic 
sanctions or the situation prevail- 
ing as a result of the Gulf crisis. 

In another development Presi- 
dent of the Algerian Red Cres- 
cent Society and Vice-President 
of the International Federation of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies Mouloud Bel’awan left 
Amman Saturday after taking 
part in the extraordinary’ meet- 
ings of the Executive Comminee 
of" the Arab Red Crescent. 
Societies which concluded in Am- 
man Friday. 

Bel’awan lauded efforts ex- 
erted by JNRCS to offer relief to 
evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait. ■ 


Land in Sahab for sale or 
lease for industrial projects 


AMMAN (J.T) — The Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) Saturday offered for lease 
or sale several plots of land within 
the Sahab Industrial City (SIC), 
complete with the required in- 
frastructure of basic services and 
suitable for establishing industrial 
projects and factories. 

The announcement said that 
despite the ongoing Gulf crisis 
there has been an increased de- 
mand of factory buildings in 
Sahab Industrial City from Jorda- 
nian investors, “but all 500 foc- t 
tory buildings and other premises 
there are fully occupied.” 

Earlier this month the JIEC 
awarded a tender to a local con- 
struction firm to build 18 factory 
buildings at the Sahab Industrial 
City to meet the immediate 
needs. The project to be com- 
pleted in February 1991, consists 
of 10 factory buildings of 328 
square metres in area each, and 
eight buildings of 813 square 


metres in area each. 

JIEC has received numerous 
requests for the establishment of 
industries within the SIC and the 
plots of land available there could 
be leased to investors, said the 
announcement. 

Last June Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran inaugurated five 
new factories at the SIC. raising 
to 26 the total number of indust- 
rial projects opened in the same, 
area duringl990. with an overall 
capital of JD 9 million. 

The new projects, producing 
leather, food, electrical and other 
commodities, created 800 new 
jobs said the announcement. 

The total investments in the 
191 existing projects total JD 104 
million, the announcement 
added. 

It said that given the volume of 
investments and the number of 
industries, SIC is considered one 
of the major industrial complexes 
in the Middle East. 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The Lower 
House of Parliament’s extraor- 
dinary session ended Saturday _ 
and Parliament will remain in* 
recess until Oct. 1 when its ordin- 
ary session will be opened with a 
speech from the throne to be 
delivered by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Despite the end of the extraor- 
dinary session which was 
announced through a Royal de- 
cree on Wednesday, a parliamen- 
tary emergency committee, set up 
to deal with issues related to the 
Gulf crisis, will continue to hold 
regular meetings and consulta- 
tions and follow jp the ongoing 
events in the Gulf region to re- 
port to Parliament later on, 
according to Salim Zoubi, the 
committee's rapporteur. 

Parliament, which wenr into 
recess after the ordinary .session 
on March 27, reconvened by a 
Royal decree in an extraordinary 
session on June 2, in accordance 
with articles one and two of the 
constitution. 

During the extraordinary ses- 
sion the Parliament endorsed a 


number of draft laws, cancelled 
the National Medical Institution 
(NMI), endorsed a law which 
exempts Jordanian expatriates 
and their sons from compulsory 
military service in return for a 
payment of an amount which was 
later decided by the Cabinet at 
$6,000 per person. 

Topics discussed during the ex- 
traordinary session, which lasted 
nearly 100 days, included Soviet- 
Jewish immigration to Palestine, 
the unemployment problem in 
Jordan, a .law on encouraging 
investment in Jordan as well as 
developments in the Gulf. 

According to deputy Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat from the Islamic 
Brotherhood Bloc, the extraor- 
dinary session was short and in 
sufficient for discussing all topics 
as defined by the Royal decree. 
“Issues like financial and admi- 
nistrative corruption, unemploy- 
ment, soaring prices, and Soviet- 
Jewish immigration to Palestine 
require special sessions in view of 
the complications involved," said 
Arabiyat in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 


Arabiyat said, however, that 
the extraordinary session was suc- 
cessful in many areas, especially 
in the wake of the Iraqi takeover 
of Kuwait which triggered the 
current crisis, and Parliament's 
contacts with Iran, Algeria, Tur- 
key, Sudan, Yemen and Islamic 
nations to defuse the crisis. 

In the view of Fakhri Kawar, 
another Parliament deputy, rhe 
extraordinary session did very 
little despite the long debates and 
the lengthy speeches. 

The real, concrete outcome of 
the extraordinary session, Kawar 
said, was Parliament’s success to 
rally the Jordanian people’s sup- 
port for Iraq. “Despite the he- 
ated debates on unemployment 
nothing of value has been 
achieved and nothing was done 
about demands to put an end to 
arbitrary and mass dismissal of 
employees from the private sec- 
tor's companies," Kawar added. 

He demanded that Parlia- 
ment's ordinary session be ex- 
tended for nine consecutive 
months every year so that enough 
time could be found to discuss 
outstanding issues. 


UNHCR grapples with 
asylum seeking evacuees 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Faced with inter- 
nal strife at home, hundreds of 
Sri Lankan Tamils and Somalis 
leaving Kuwait have 
approached the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in Am- 
man seeking refuge in third 
countries but their fate remains 
uncertain, according to senior 
United Nations officials. 

“First of all we have to 
establish that each has genuine 
grounds for seeking political 
asylum," said Bario Carminat- 
ti, deputy regional representa- 
tive of- tlNHCR in Amman. 
"In many cases the reasons are 
financial,- but .we are studying 
■pach case individually- and seek’ 
solutions,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

While the argument behind 
the Tamils' approach cannot 
be considered as “political asy- 
lum," the commission recog- 
nises that they have a “secur- 
ity" problem in their country, 
where a fierce separatist rebel- 
lion has been waging for five 
years, Canninatti pointed out. 

Sri Lankan Tamils claim that 
they face a “massacre" if they 
return home and argue that in 
addition io the security forces 
they also face threats from 
armed Sinhalese groups. 

“We are trying to find a 
solution to their problem (of 
refuge) through consultations 
with the various diplomatic 
missions in Amman,” Canni- 
natti told the Jordan Times. 

About 300 of the applicants 
are Sri Lankans and another 
200 are Somalis, he said. In 
addition, 13 Liberian students 
who were on scholarships in 
Kuwait had approached the 
commission, which is now 
trying to find another country 
to accommodate them until the 
situation is clear in Liberia, 
where fighting is continuing in 
the capital, Canninatti said. 

“In general we follow a case-’ 
by-case approach,” Carminatti 
said. “In each case, we seek to 
establish what each applicant 
was doing in Kuwait, whether 
he or she was there because of 


political reasons, and whether 
some countries could be found 
to take them.” 

In the case of Sri Lankan 
Tamils, one way out is India, 
according to diplomatic 
sources. “Many Sri Lankan 
Tamils have relatives in India 
and this could help them to go 
to India," said a diplomatic 
source. But the Indian ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Gajendra 
Singh, said the embassy had 
not come across any case of 
direct approach from any Sri 
Lankan national seeking re- 
fuge in India. 

The ambassador confirmed 
that a few Sri Lankan nationals 
had been airlifted to India by 
the embassy under its evacua- 
tion programme foe* its own. 
nationals, but all of them were: 
married to Indian nationals. 

A Sri Lankan Tamil who 
gave his name only as Rajen- 
dran said he was from a town 
near Jaffna in Sri Lanka and 
that he feared for his life if he 
returned there. “Mine is not an 
isolated case,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. “My only hope is 
India, although I do not have 
any relatives there.” 

Another place of refuge for 
Sri Lankans is Pakistan, but it 
could not be immediately 
established whether any of 
them had approached tbe 
Pakistani embassy here for 
help. 

Carminatti said the honorary 
Sri Lankan Consulate in Am- 
man was “very cooperative" in 
discussing problems with the 
UNHCR. In many cases, 
according to Sri Lankan offi- 
cials, Tamils need the consu- 
late’s help to secure passport 
endorsements which involve 
the inclusion of countries 
where they are permitted to 
travel to. 

According to Canninatti, 
the UNHCR has already con- 
ducted personal interviews 
with about 150 Sri Lankan 
applicants and 60 Somalis. “In 
most cases, they were in 
Kuwait for employment and 
there is little ground to estab- 
lish political persecution as the 
reason behind their presence 
there,” he said. “But at the 


same time, we do realise that 
there is a security problem in 
Sri Lanka.” 

Most of the Somali appli- 
cants are from the north of lhe 
African country where dissi- 
dents opposed to the regime of 
President Mohammad Siad 
Bane have been waging a vio- 
lent campaign for years. 
Again, said Carminatti, 
grounds for political asylum 
could not be clearly established 
but security problems could be 
discerned. 

In any event, the U.N. offi- 
cial said, “our first priority 
now is humanitarian concerns: 
to settle the refugees some- 
where while we seek solu- 
tions;”/ 

“We do encourage people ro 
contact their relatives in 
Europe and elsewhere with the 
objectives of finding them 
means to reach them,” he said. 
He conceded that it was a 
time-consuming process, and 
that the UNHCR was extend- 
ing “nominal help” to the ap- 
plicants to sustain themselves 
in Amman until their problems 
were sorted out. 

But, he added, “we wifi 
make sure that no one is re- 
patriated against his or her 
will.’’ 

As things stand today, Jor- 
dan plays the role of a host in 
line with its broader status as 
the one country which has 
borne the brunt of the exodus 
of foreigners from Kuwait and 
Iraq. “At this point in time it is 
a humanitarian problem, but 
after a few weeks (when the 
Kuwait exodus could decline) 
there could be other prob- 
lems," said a Western diplo- 
mat familiar with the refugee 
situation. “What if the hun- 
dreds of asylum seekers could 
not find any country to take 
them?" he asked. “Obviously 
they will resist being flown to 
their countries and in the abs- 
ence of other alternatives they 
will be stuck in Jordan.” 

But tbat is a possibility dis- 
counted by Canninatti. "We 
are continuing our efforts and 
we are sure that solutions 
could be found.” 


Children write letters 
to world leaders 


AMMAN (AP) — In the inimit- 
able style of innocence, Jorda- 
nian schoolchildren have written 
letters asking world leaders ro 
find a ‘peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

“Please secretary-general, stop 
the war because I don’t want to 
die, me and my family and my 
dogs and cats,” read one letter to 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. “If there is a 
war, I will be scared." 

The letter from third-grader 
Anunar Qweider was one of 
dozens on display at a downtown 
hotel that serves 1 as a base for 
foreign journalists. They were 
organised by a woman’s group 
called Children’s Letters for 
Peace Committee, which asked 
children in Amman and a major 
suburb to write them prior to 
Perez de Cuellar’s peace mission 
here at the beginning of the 
month. 


The letters were accompanied 
by collages and drawings depict- 
ing scenes such as bombings and, 
in stark contrast, fanciful pastoral 
settings. Many pictured children 
killed by war. 

One drawing showed two 
globes. One, labelled "War” in 
red print, had boras, an angry 
snarl and a knife in its side with 
drops of blood coming from it. 
The other, with “Peace" in 
green, depicted a smiling, bright- 
eyed world. 

“Please world leaders. I ask 
you to sort this out before some- 
one makes a rash decision and 
pushes the tittle button that can 
ruin the world,” read another 
letter by Dina Tinam. 

Not surprisingly, many of the 
letters struck a sympathetic chord 
with Iraq and the Arab Nation. 

“I’m sorry to inform you that 
the decision you took against Iraq 
was a bit unfair,” said Rami 


Bisher. "There was no need for 
any military action. The blockade 
itself was enough, 'cause I'm sure 
there are some kids in Iraq suffer- 
ing from the shortage of milk and 
other goods.” 

Angie Hussanni wrote: “Please 
tell Mr. George Bush that the 
Arabs are not that bad. We are a 
civilized nation. Once upon a 
time we were the best, and I can 
assure you we will be the best 
again sometime in the future.” 

“Please talk not fight,” wrote 
fourth-grader Aboud Nasser. "If 
there will be a war I will never get 
the chance to grow up and be- 
come an architect. Just give me 
and my friends a chance to make 
tbe world a better place.” 

Another letter, dated Aug. 28 
and signed “An Angree Boy from 
the Arab Lands,” said, “I’m 
looking forward to learning on 
T.V. that you decided to stop the 
Gulf crisis.” 
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Bellicose statements 
and Helsinki spirit 

RECENT statements by U.S. officials, from the president 
down, run counter to the spirit and the declared results of 
the Helsinki summit. Not only the tone of President Bush's 
words to the U.S. Congress was unduly aggressive and 
contradictory of the message of a peaceful settlement of the 
Kuwaiti situation that has come out of Helsinki. His address 
also contained elements that suggest Washington is in the 
Gulf to stay for a long time. It will be recalled fiat the Soviet 
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, bad assured the world that 
Bosh gave him his solemn word that the deployment of U.S. 
troops there was temporary and purely defensive. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of Defence Dick Cheney 
joined the U.S. chorus to negate the message of the 
Bush -Gorbachev summit by assuring his countrymen that 
the deployment of U.S. troops in the Gulf is far from over in 
view of fie fact, as he put it, the objectives of the U.S. 
military intervention is not only to contain the conflict but 
also to eliminate it at the source! Such bellicose statements 
from Washington so soon after the conclusion of the 
Helsinki meeting suggest that Washington has not changed 
its colour and is bent on staying the collision course that it 
has taken since Aug. 2. 

In more ways than one, the Washington-London be- 
haviour towards the Gulf crisis is becoming to look more 
like a rerun of the Washington-London crusade against 
Ir anian leader Mohammad Mosadeq back in the early 
fifties, and like the French-British-Isradi conspiracy against 
Egypt in 1956. In the first epoch, Mosadeq's only crime in 
the eyes of the West was the nationalisation of the 
Anglo-Iranian oil company for the purpose of stopping the 
pillaging of Iran's natural resources. In the second, it was 
purely the rise of Egypt from the ashes of colonisation that 
infuriated the troika into attacking at Suez. Then, as now, 
Washington and London vowed not to let the I ranian leader 
get away with what be wanted for his country because they 
desired to continue to receive cheap oil at the expense of its 
rightful owners, the Ir anian people. Moscow was unable 
then to frustrate the infamous conspiracy against Mosadeq 
and, in the end, the secret agents of the two countries 
succeeded in fabricating and manipulating events in Iran till 
they toppled him. Arab eyes were therefore once again 
focused on Gorbachev to see how he would deal with the 
old-new Western conspiracy against oil of the Middle East. 
But, unfortunately, Gorbachev was too distant to see and 
hear what was actually happening. This of course does not 
absolve Moscow of Its responsibility to hold Washington 
accountable for any action that runs counter to the spirit 
and letter of Helsinki summit. The glimmer of hope that was 
generated by the Bush-Gorbachev meeting last week needs 
not only to be maintained but also strengthened. The Soviet 
Union is thus called upon to monitor the situation closely 
and to ensure that the Americans do not get away with their 
gung-ho policies. The Soviet leaders are too busy and 
preoccupied with their own troubles at home, it is true. But 
the future promises to be even bleaker if they are going to 
shrink from carrying out their duty for world peace. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARIES 


American Army Chief Colin Powell was asked by the American 
troops in Saudi Arabia during an inspection tour there, when they’ 
could expect to go back home, but he was unable to give them an 
answer, said AI Ra’i Arabidaily Saturday. The question and the 
answer both reflect the deep anxiety of the American forces, their 
parents and relatives over the zaie of the voung men and women 
being assembled in the desert of Saudi Arabia, S3id the paper. 
With the passage of time, more sectors of the American public are 
bound to be asking the same question and raising an outcry over 
the dangerous situation in the Gulf region which could engulf 
thouspds of young troops with their weapons to fall as victims of 
Washington's greedd and lust for war, the paper said. Despite 
Iraq's repeated statements that it has no interest in waging war on 
the Americans, nor to occupy any part of Saudi Arabia, the 
U.S.-fcrces continue to mass and to prepare for war, the paper 
added. It said that the parents of the young men sent to fight Iraq 
in the desert clearly remember the Vietnam disaster, and are now 
anxious ovei the fate of their children who had been sent abroad 
to quench the lust of Washington's political leaders for blood and 
for disasters. The paper said that the American troops can by no 
means form a shield to protect the desert which does not need 
their presence, and the safest option for them is to return home to 
their parents and theirfolks in United States. 


Acolumnist in AJ Ra*i daily calls on the Ministry of HigheT 
Education to take speedy measures to enable Jordanian expatri- 
ate students who have returned to Jordan from Kuwait to be 
admitted to Jordanian universities. Salah Abdul Sanud says a 
political derision is now needed so that the Jordanian universities 
can absorb these students before it is too late. Students returning 
from Kuwait will certainly do not have the means to return to that 
country, nor can they pursue their studies abroad following the 
catastrophe that befell their parents who lost their means of 
living, says abdul samad. The ffffwriter stresses that the students 
have the right toenter Jordanian universities on the same level 
with the other students especially as they have now returned ta 
settle here in Jordan. The writer notes that these students have 
been waiting for so long to have the chance to continue their 
higher education. He says that it is up to the minister of higher 
education and the members of the Lower House of Parliament 
who wilt meet in the coming month to take the proper decisions 
and to enact legislations that can help the students to have access 
to higher education in the Kingdom. The writer says that a brave 
and effective derision should be taken to put an end to the 
students’ sufferings. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Economic sanctions must fail 


For two years of his first term 
as U.S. president. Bush work- 
ed actively against the applica- 
tion of economic sanctions 
against South Africa. The 
sanctions, he argued, are in- 
effective and lead to hardening 
of positions. Israel survived the 
Arab boycott for decades, and 
claimed that it helped its eco- 
nomy to be more self suffi- 
cient. Britains Prime-Minister 
Thatcher was more convincing 
in describing the economic 
sanctions as counter produc- 
tive and immoral when the 
European Community was 
considering economic mea- 
sures against South Africa. 

Free trade is supposed to be 
beneficial to all parties. When 
you block sale of grain to Iraq. 
Iraq may suffer, but the expor- 
ters will suffer too. oniv be- 


cause they will expected profits 
but also their capital, especial- 
ly in the current glut in the 
world markets. 

The United Nations Security 
Council has the right to take 
measures, but after the politic- 
al withdrawal of the Soviet 
Union, the council was re- 
duced to an instrument in the 
bands of the American admi- 
nistration, and that diluted its 
credibility. 

The five resolutions taken 
against Iraq did not create a 
new situation. The council was 
simply approving positions 
already taken and im- 
plemented by the United 
States. In fact the blockade 
was approved by the U.N. two 
weeks after its implementa- 
tion. The United States had 
already taken the law in its 


hand and when it did not like 
the law. it simply changed it. 

The sanctions are currently 
imposed on selective basis: the 
teen funds in Britain may be 
payable if the beneficiary is 
British. The Kuwaiti funds in 
the United States can be freed 
if they will be used to finance 
American military operations. 
The sanctions against Iraqi 
civil air transport are not ap- 
plicable if the Iraqi airplanes 
were chartered to carry Amer- 
ican or British citizens, and the 
Iraqi oil in transit can be im- 
ported to, and consumed in 

America as long as its price is 
frozen. 

Another example of the 
double standards of the West is 
the selectivity in applying in- 
ternational law. The Security 
Council did not only vote 


against the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait, it also voted against 
the Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan 
Heights and South Lebanon. 
The council did not only de- 
clare void the annexation of 
Kuwait, it also rejected the 
annexation of Jerusalem. Why 
then are the Western powers 
so strict about international 
law here and not there? 

Would the economic sanc- 
tions bring Iraq to its knees? 
My answer is NO and the 
reasons behind my assessment 
are as follows: 

— Shortages will be blamed 
on the foreign agression not on 
the Iraqi government. 

— Iraq can live for ever 
under the sanctions, only at a 
lower standard of living, winch 
will be tolerated by the popula- 


tion as a sign of steadfastness. 

— - The sanctions will start 
biting not only the Iraqis but 
also the countries that lost the 
Iraqi business. If the Iraqis 
take the sacrifice on patriotic 
considerations, other victims 
around the world will find that 
they have no reason to pay for 
the reinstatement of a corrupt 
entity anri family which was 
initiall y created by colonialists. 

— Iran alone can render the 
blockade null and void by nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Iraq. The extra funds that Iran 
is earning are more than 
enough to do the job. 

— If the Iraqi people started 
to starve, the blockade will 
collaps and the violence and 
anti-Americanism will spread 
among 200 milli on Arabs and 
one billion Muslims. Even 


Americans and Europeans mil 
feel shameful about using food 
and starvation as a political 
weapon- 

Iraq is a fertile country, 

rich in land and water re- 
sources, and with the proper 
development. It can grow all 
that it needs. 

Iraq has an ace among its 

cards: The foreigners who will 
also starve with the Iraqis. 

In conclusion the economic 
sanctions are shortlived, in- 
effective, counter productive, 
and immoral. If American 
security is threatend by the 
Iraqi action and the demise of 
Kuwait, America should talk 
to Iraq who announced repe- 
atedly that it has no reason to 
undermine American legiti- 
mate interests and concerns in 
the region. 


LETTERS 


Abolish veto powers 


To the Editor: 

THE “silver line” in the whole Middle East crisis has been the 
exposure of the totally undemocratic and arbitrary powers that 
are vested in the permanent members of the Security Council who 
are not answerable in any way to the wishes of other U.N. 
members who are expected to comply with the derisions of the 
council. 

It is indeed regrettable th3t neither the U.N. secretary general 
nor the members of the Security Council have thought it fit to 
summon a General Assembly session to discuss the whole issue 
and provide an opportunity for the countries affected by the 
decisions of the Security Council to express their own views on the 
issues. The Security Council has also regrettably chosen to close 
their eyes to and thereby condone the innumerable acts of open 
interference into the nteifnaj affairs of member countries by some 
>>f fie permanent members of tbe Security Council and their 
allies. No sanctions or other punitive action have been taken or 
even contemplated against such countries that have been consis- 
tently flouting the U.N. Charter and duly-approved U.N. 
resolutions. 

Although Iraqi occupation of Kuwait has naturally drawn 
universal condemnation :hc obvious question that arises is why 
Iraq has virtually been singled out for such hasty and provocative 
U.S. action for being guilty of acts that have after all been no 
different from those regularly earned out by the U.S. and its 
allies. 

The Security Council's outright rejection of the Iraqi offer to 
withdraw from Kuwait subject to concurrent withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from the Gulf, and Israeli and Syrian troops from the 
occupied Arab territories and Lebanon shows that, as far as the 
secretary genera] and the permanent members of the Security 
Council are concerned, what is sauce for the goose need not 
necessarily be sauce for the gander. 

It is therefore, abundantly dear that the recent resolutions that 
have been thrust and jammed through the Security Council, 
primarily in the form of fait accompli, have not been based on any 
consistent policy or accepted principle. The Security Council has 
in particular been accommodating the wishes of the Western arms 
dealers and defence contractors who have been pushing their 
countries to provoke a conflict in the Middle East. The aim has 
also been to create a new profitable “threat " to substitute the now 
defunct “Soviet threat,” which they used veiy effectively until 
both the U.S. and the Soviet governments were driven to the 
brink of virtual bankruptcy. 

The world is however fortunate that the state of the U.S. 
economy on the one hand and the American public’s awareness of 
the implications of a possible repetition of the Vietnam episode 
on the other, do not permit the Pentagon to launch out an actual 
military offensive. The polarisation within the Middle East has 
also resulted injthere being no country who would be prepared to 
run the risk of declaring war and end up facing possible isolation 
in the Islamic world. 

The Arab countries may also be aware that what the U.S. 
would be interested in. is not a quick end to tbe crisis, but a 
prolonged confrontation that would result in handsome U.S. arms 
sales to tbe Middle East and recovery of costs of recent U.S. 
military operations there from other countries. 

Tbe crux of U.S. reasons for tbe hurried involvement in the 
Middle East is evident from the recent huge arms sales to the 
region and from tbe U.S. president’s plea for reimbursement of 
costs for their operations in the Gulf. It would not be surprising if 
the next U.S. move would be to push the U.N. to accept the U.S. 
forces retrospectively as a U.N. force. Tbe U.S. could then 
conduct a very profitable military operation and arms business 
under the umbrella of the U.N.. in the same way as they did in tbe 
case of the Korean war. 

It is accordingly abundantly clear that the U.N. has degener- 
ated into an anachronism that merely serves as a- convenient tool 
for those who happened by mere force of drcumstances to have 
been on the winning ride of the last World War. Much water has 
flown under the bridge during, the past forty five years and the 
world at large could not possibly consider that the results of the 
last war are in any way more significant than the developments of 
the last few decades. 

In any event if past “might” is a good enough reason to retain a 

seat as permanent member in the Security Council, the winners of 
the subsequent economic war would surely be equally entitled to 
membership. As some Japanese point out. how could the world's 
largest debtors Hahn a right to control the destinies of the U.N.. 
and expect the world's largest creditors to be mere accomplices of 
the debtors. 

However, what is required is not tbe mere substitution of past 
giants with present giants. What tbe world urgently needs is the 
early democratisation of the dedson- making process of the U.N. 
and the abolition of the totally autocratic and outdated concept of 
having permanent Security Council members and veto powers. 

Accordingly, if the United Nations is to function as a serious 
mternationa] bod;;, sensitive to the wishes and aspirations of the 
member countries, all me m bers of tbe Security Council or any 
alternative body that would function as tbe executive body must 
necessarily be elected by the present constituent members. A 
general council resolution calling for such democratisation of the 
dedrion- making process in the United Nations is now long 
overdue. 

If this is not achievable, the Asian countries in particular would 
have no alternative but to group themselves into a truly 
democratic regional organisation as soon as possible thereby 
preventing any further foreign interference in tbe internal affairs 
of the redoa. 


Bernard Wycdoru 
Sri Lanka 


Give peace a Chance! 


To the Editor: 

This letter is addressed ro tbe mothers of foreign soldiers now 
deployed in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf area. 

We are a group of Jordanian mothers who have gotten together 
to send you this message to try and enlighten the American 
mothers about the situation in our country. 

We are a peace-loving nation whose main goal is to educate our 
children and develop our country in order to give them a better 
place to live in. 

This years since the end of World War I. which marked the 
beginning of international intervention in the Middle East, have 
been studded with U.N. resolutions to resolve the injustices of the 
occupation of the West Bank of Jordan and the Golan Heights by 
Israel, tbe occupation of Lebanon by Israel, the repatriation of 
refugees by Israel and the recompensation for losses suffered by 
the Palestinians. Until this day none of these resolutions has been 
implemented! Why is it that in this present crisis, resolutions 
adopted against Iraq by tbe United States, England and more 
recently the United Nations, have been implemented immediate- 
ly? Hie problem in the Middle East is a complex one with 
historical background involving border disputes and traditional 
conflicts mixed with the aspiration of Arab unity. 

As our King Hussein has repeatedly told the world, in no way 
do we sanction the acquisition of land by force. Jordan, because 
of its geographical position is now suffering greatly because of the 
sanctions against Iraq and the economic outlook for our contry is 
a grim one. indeed. Jordan, from the start, under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hussein wisely chose the path of diplomacy 
to help solve this crisis which could become a world catastrophe if 
not properly handled. Is it because we 'chose this path that we 
suddenly find ourselves being given the cold shoulder by nations 
who for years we considered to be our friends? 

America, by taking a neutral stand as a mediator, could help 
the Middle East solve its problems, but not by sending troops and 
escalating the chances for war. Your sons have been sent to the 
Middle East to interfer in a problem which is not theirs. Their 
presence in this region is a threat to their lives and to the lives of 
our children and will not solve the problem. 

Don't you realise that if there is war we all lose our sons 
because of a short-sighted goal, cheap oil? Everyone knows of the 
abundance of oil in the Middle East. How much can we use? The 
Arabs cannot drink, eat or wear what is left. The West isn’t going 
to be deprived of oil! 

Why should we endanger the lives of your children and ours 
and deprive them of the right of a safe place to live in because 
some people have so much to gain both financially and politically 
if there is a war. Why should your President ruin so many years of 
mutual friendship and respect by taking sucb an aggressive stand, 
endanger world peace and at the same time play into the hands of 
this handful of people who stand to gain from this crisis. 

America has always stood for liberty, freedom and justice for 
all. Don't change uow. 

Mothers, it is up to us as mothers everywhere, of all races and 
creeds, to use all the means within our power to help resolve this 
crisis in a peaceful way. We must act individually and as a whole 
before it is too late. Let us join forces and give peace a chance! 

Jordanian mothers 
P.O.Box 8431 
Amman — Jordan 


U.S. army for sale 

To the Editor: 

America's military is up for hire to whoever can pay! The price 
is S46 million per day. 

Iraq's President Saddam Hussein made one major mistake, lie 
should have paid for the Americans in advance, and prior to his 
military operation into Kuwait. The Americans would have then 
interfered alongside Iraq with their new motto: The removal of 
the undemocratic, corrupt, and feudal rule in Kuwait!! 

If history teaches us any thing, it is the confirmation that 
everything can be bought including U.S. principles. Dcmocracy 
and justice remain the main victims. 

iTTflt D^ani 
Amman 


Arab conference opens 


(Continued from page 1) 

PLO's third largest faction, called 
for drawing up a political program- 
me which would serve as a basis of 
united political stands for all Arab 
countries. 

‘The fruits of Arab oil are for the 
Arab people and not for tbe 
sheikhs." said Hawatmeh in a 
blistering attack on the rulers of 
oil-rich Arab states in the Gulf. 

"We, the Arab masses, have two 
choices at this stage in our history," 
Hawatmeh said. "We can bow to 
the prr -condi boos of America and 
call tbe oil fields a part of tbe U.S. 
or we can resist the occupation and 
exploitation joS. Arab- lands and 
Arab resouttfct.* *9 * ' 

He called on tbe Arab people to 
shake “tbe Arab tree to rid it of its 
rotten leaves of reactionaries, fore- 
ign agents and ofi sheikhs. 7 * 
Tunisian delegate Mohammad 


Saleh Omar addressed tbe confer- 
ence. attended by representatives 
of 20 Arab political partial and 
groups in 11 Arab countries, on 
behalf of 10 of the il non-Jorda- 
nian delegations. 

Vigorously denouncing foreign 
intervention in Arab affairs, Omar 
Mamed external forces’ interfer- 
ence for creating a rift in tbe Arab 
ranks. "One of tbe first results of 
the foreign occupation and invasion 
of American troops was the crea- 
tion of a split in tbe heart of the 
Arab League." be said. 

Bahjat Abu Gharaibeh. a 
spokesman for JANDA and a 
veteran of Arab politics, expre ssed 
die general mood of the conference 
during Mftpetihg addfess. "Arab 
od should have been a source for 
Arab independence. Instead it was 
the source of Arab exploitation by 
reactionaries and foreign powers 
alike.'* 


Guided by the 
lessons of history 


By Serene Halasa 


Now let us take a step back and 
examine this part of Middle East- 
ern history. Undoubtedly we 
MANY of us will have heard this would find a striking similarity 
expression before, history has a between ancient and contempor- 
way of repeating itself. Well, ary histories, but today different 
given the current circumstances, actors are playing the same roles 
it is hard not to believe that today played out in recent history. To- 
the whole Arab World is ex- day it is Iraq not Iran, it is 
periendng a period of time where Saddam Hussein not Mu h a mm a d 
history has indeed repeated itself. Musa dak, it is the ninetees not 
In a documentary presented on the fifties, and it is Kuwait not 
Jordan Television last Wednes- -Abadan, 
day night, and entitled the "End The irony of the situation lies 
of an Empire,” the subject dealt in the feet that forty years ago the 
with the rise and fall of a British and Americans were 
nationalist figure in Tran by the afraid that a movement such as 
name of Muhamad Musadak. His Musadak’s could endanger their 
only crime was that he was incor- interests in the Gulf region. To- 
rup table, and loved his country day Saddam Hussein’s actions 
dearly. He stood solidly in the would endanger their interests in 
face of imperialist powers headed the whole Arab World, not only 
at that time by Great Britain, and the Gulf region, 
tried to stop them from rava ging The biggest problem today is 
and using his country and its that these "high and mighty pow- 
resources for their own profits ers” refuse to come down from 
and gains. He simply tried to their high pedestals and face the 
nationalise the ofl industry that feet that the Arabs have long ago 
was solely under British buried the past and are looking 
monopoly. for a better future. They should 

So what crime is there in, soipe- also recognise that, every once in 
body frying to preserve what «■ a while, a new Musadak or Sad- 
legitimately his right and tBt^Tdam will emerge and Capture tbe 
rights of his people? To many sentiments and imagination of 
people's minds, the answer is millions of followers. These lcad- 
“nothing.” But in Britain’s opin- ers’ legacy will live on forever, 
ion-a lot. Well, what would yon because they are fighting for peo- 
expect Britain’s reaction to Musa- pie who live and are willing to die 
dak's attempts to be? a) They for a cause, a principle and a 
forced an embargo, b) They sent belief. 

in military warships and History may have a way of 
threatened to hit Abadan (the repeating Itself, bnt this time his- 
area where most of the oD wells tory wlLI be our guide and 
and the British company was lo- teacher. We will live and learn 
catcd), c) They froze Iranian from our forefathers' mistakes, 
assets all over the wrold especial- Musadak was tried as a traitor by 
ly in Great Britain d) They tried the West. Saddam Hussein will 
to influence world opinion and to never allow this to happen, simp- 
rally them against Musadak’s iy because be is a patriot and not 
honest and patriotic attempts e) a traitor and also because the 
They painted an ugly picture of Arab masses and right are behind 
Musadak in world media, calling him. 
him a “megalomaniac.” -and 

accusing him of "mental insta- Tbe writer is on tbe staff of tbe 
bility.” Jordan Tunes. 

Iraq sanctions hurt 
Jordan badly 

(Contfaned from page 1) 


and the United Arab Emirates. 

Pre-invasion projections by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) put 1990 aid re- 
ceipts at $464 million. 

The IMF was expecting Jor- 
dan’s current account to show a 
1990 deficit of just $77 million, 
thanks partly to a big improve- 
ment in the trade balance in the 
first half of tbe year. 

Independent Western esti- 
mates say the gap coukl now 
grow to $1.2 billion and worsen 
to $1.85 billion in 1991, when 
the IMF was anticipating a $164 
nuQion deficit. 

Even the brightest sectors of 
the economy are hurting be- 
cause of tbe invasion and imple- 
mentation of U.N. sanctions. 

Fears of war have caused 
most tour operators to cancel 
bookings to Jordan, killing ear- 
lier hopes for a tourist boom. 

Activity at the port of Aqaba 
has slumped, not only because 
it is no longer handlin g the 
goods for Iraq that were 75 per 
cent of incoming business, out 
because of war risk insurance. 

The Jordanian Shipping 
Agents Association appealed 
Monday to Lloyd's war risk 
rating committee to reconsider 
rates it said had stunned ship- 
pers, traders and industrialists, 
w lhe association’s president, 
Tawfiq Kawar, blames Western 
reporting of the Gulf crisis for 
Aqaba's predicament. “TTie 
W est e rn media have been kill- 
ing Jordan,” he told Renters. 


L' 


Government assurances that 
A mm an was obeying sanctions 
had convinced masters and 
owners to stop calling ships 
back from Aqaba, but higher 
insurance rates were crippling 
business. 

“In time it will kill the ship- 
ping industry and more impor- 
tant the export industry. Jorda- 
nian phosphates, for example, 
will lose their competitive- 
ness.” Kawar said. 

At least two-fifths of Jordan's 
manufactured goods were sold 
to Iraq, its biggest market, and 
many firms were exporting ex- 
clusively to the Iraqi market 
using Central Bank finan ce. 

Officials say Jordan has 
ceased payments on its foreign 
debt to afl but multilateral cre- 
ditors and a few others such as 
the United States, which 
p unish es default by halting dis- 
bursements. 

They say Amman still intends 
to complete rescheduling 
arrangements with the Paris 
Club of government creditors 
and commercial banks grouped 
in the London Club. 

But major question marks 
hang over the IMF programme 
on which those agreements 
were predicated. 

“AO the (rid assumptions are \ 
gone,” one Western economist 
said. “How will the budget de- 
ficit be financed? How will the 
balance of payments gap be 
bridged? Nobody knows.” 
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Middle East News 

Iraq warned U.S. against interfering 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1990’ 


By Jim Hoagland 

WASHINGTON — One week 
before he ordered his troops into 
Kuwait. President Saddam Hus- 
sein of -Iraq warned the U.S. 
ambassador in Baghdad that 
Washington should not -oppose 
hb aims in the Middle East be- 
cause;- America ."cannot accept 
100.000 dead in one battle" and 
was vulnerable to terrorist attack, 
according to the Iraqi minutes of 
.the ’aly 25 conversation. 

Ambassador April C. Glaspie 
did not respond directly to Mr. 
Hussein's menacing comments, 
concentrating instead on praising 
hb “extraordinary efforts to re- 
build'' Iraq. She also gently prob- 
ed the Iraqi leader's intentions in 
massing troops on Kuwait’s bor- 
der. but did not criticise the troop 
movements, according to the Ira- 
qi transcript. 

The State Department did not 
challenge the authenticity of the 
transcript Wednesday. 

Iraq's version of the meeting 
shows Mr. Hussein gave Ms. 
Glaspie explicit warnings that he 
would take whatever action he 
deemed necessary to stop Kuwait 
from continuing an "economic 
war" against Iraq. 

Her response, as recorded by 
the Iraqis, was to reassure Mr. 
Hussein that the United States 
took no official position on Iraq’s 
border dispute with Kuwait. 

In response to Mr. Hussein's 
comments about Iraq's need for 
higher oil prices, the ambassador 
said: "I know you need funds. 
We understand that and our opin- 
ion is that you should have the 
opportunity to rebuild your coun- 


try. But we have no opinion on 
the Arab-Arab conflicts, like 
your border disagreement* with 
Kuwait.” 

Secretary of State James A. Baker* 
"has directed our official spokes- 
man to emphasise tins instruc- 
tion,” she told Mr. Hussein. . 

The disclosure of the transcript 
to Western news media, which 
originated with Iraqi officials, 
appeared intended to emphasise 
that Mr. Hussein had reason to 
believe that the Bush administra- 
tion would not offer any serious 
opposition to hb move against 
Kuwait. 

The administration has ack- 
nowledged that it was caught by 
surprise by Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion. But the tone and content of 
the transcript of the July 2S meet- 
ing called by Mr. Hussein strong- 
ly suggest that the official Amer- 
ican misreading of Mr. Hussein's 
intentions and capabilities may 
have emboldened him to commit 
an act of aggression that has 
brought the United States to the 
brink of war in the Gulf. 

While the Iraqi transcript b 
disjointed in places, the subst- 
ance of Ms. Glaspie's recorded 
remarks closely parallels official 
U.S. positions stated in Washing- 
ton at the same time, in which 
other State Department officials 
publicly disavowed any American 
security commitment to Kuwait. 

A career foreign service offic- 
er, Ms. Glaspie made a point of 
telling Mr. Hussein that she was 
acting under instructions from 
Washington in responding to 
him. 

Greeting her, Mr. Hussein said 
that he wanted hb pan of their 


conversation to be a ‘■message’' 
to President George Bush. Re- 
viewing U.S.-Iraqi differences, 
he singled out the secret ship- 
ments of U.S. arms to Iran in 
1985 and 1986 and recalled that 
he magnanimously accepted Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan's "apolo- 
gy" to him "and we wiped the 
slate dean.” 

Mr. Hussein turned next to the 
devastated condition of the Iraqi 
economy because of eight years 
of war with Iran. 

He suggested that the United 
States was supporting an effort by 
Kuwait to wage "another war 
against Iraq,” an economic one. 

The United States should be 
grateful to Iraq for having stop- 
ped Iran militarily because the 
United States could not fight such 
a war in the Gulf, Mr. Hussein 
said. 

“I hold this view by looking at 
the geography and' nature of 
American society,*' he said. 
"Yours is a society which cannot 
accept 10.000 dead in one 
battle." 

Denouncing Kuwait, he de- 
manded that the United States 
“declare who it wants to have 
relations with and who its ene- 
mies are." 

“If you use pressure, we will 
deploy pressure and force.” he 
said, adding: *'We cannot come 
all the way to you in the United 
States but individual Arabs may 
reach you.” 

Ms. Glaspie did not respond to 
this rhetoric. She began her re- 
sponse by speaking of Mr. Bush's 
desire for friendship, pointing out 
that the adminbtration rejected 


suggestions to implement trade 
sanctions against Baghdad. 

”1 have a direct instruction 
from the president to seek better 
relations with Iraq," she told Mr 
Hussein. "President Bush is an 
intelligent man. He b not going 
to declare an economic war 
against Iraq.” 

She then said she had been 
instructed “to ask you, in the 
spirit of friendship — not in the 
spirit of confrontation — regard- 
ing your intentions" about 
Kuwair in light of his massing 
troops on the border. 

Mr. Hussein’s response was 
that he hoped to settle hb dispute 
with Kuwait peacefully. 

But he said that he regarded 
Kuwait's economic actions 
against Baghdad "as a military 
action against us.” 

“If we are not able to find a 
solution, then it will be natural 
that Iraq will not accept death, 
even though wisdom is above 
everything else,” he said. 

Mr. Glaspie took no notice of 
this implied threat in her conclud- 
ing remarks. Instead, she told 
Mr. Hussein that she had worried 
that she would have to postpone 
her scheduled July 30 departure 
from Baghdad for consultations 
in Washington “because of the 
difficulties we are facing.” But 
she said that she would leave as 
scheduled. 

Thirty-six hours after her de- 
parture. Mr. Hussein launched 
hb invasion. Ms. Glaspie has 
remained in Washington since 
then to underscore official U.S. 
displeasure with Mr. Hussein's 
action, according to ihe State 
Department _ Washington Post 


Despite denials, Iran 
and Iraq have a deal 


By Youssef M. Ibrahim 

PARIS — A Tehran daily news- 
paper known to reflect the views 
of the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
on Thursday denied reports that 
Iran had agreed to take ofl from 
Iraq to use in its refineries. 

But American, Arab and Ira- 
nian oil company officials 
asserted that an agreement has 
been negotiated between the two 
countries allowing Iran to take 

about 20U-000 barrels a day of 

. .. Iraqi., crude and some refined 
y^ 'pr^uqts spch .as,. fuel .oil. qjjcL 
S- oapbiba that Iran used to nfcport 
The Tehran Tunes, an English- 
language daily, quoted what it 
described as an informed source 
calling the reports, by The New 
York Times and The Associated 
Press, "totally baseless.” 

The newspaper, which b dose 
to aides of President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, said the Iranian gov- 
ernment had not yet decided 
whether to supply its blockaded 
neighbour with food and medi- 
cine, even though Iranian offi- 
cials were quoted earlier by the 
same newspaper and other Ira- 
nian dailies as having said 
they would supply Iraq with such 
items. 

"The government has kept its 
options open on that,” the news- 
paper said. 

American., Arab and Iranian oil 
company officials said Thursday 
that under the deal between 
Tehran and Baghdad, about 
200,000 barrels of ofl a day would 
be transported to Iran, some by 
barge across the Shatt A1 Arab 
waterway to Abadan, and some 
overland in trucks to Ahwaz. 

The officials said the barn- 
initiated offer was made in the 
context of tallcs between the two 
countries in Tehran on Sunday 
and Monday. Oil Ministry ana 
Foreign Ministry officials, includ- 
ing Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
of Iraq, attended the talks. The 
Iraqi plan was intended to open a 
breach in the embargo against 
shipments of supplies and oil to 
• or from Iraq or occupied Kuwait. 

"It’s a done deal,” said a chief 
executive of an American oil firm 
that handles Middle East oil 
sales. “They will provide the oil 
by barges and tracks to be fed 
into Iranian refineries.” 

He said this would spare the Ira- 


nians the need to send their own 
erode oil to the refineries and allow 
them to boost their expons from 
Kharg Island, the primary Iranian oil 
terminal in the Gulf. 

The executive said that while 
he was certain the deal was made, 
he was not sure when it would 
begin or at what stage prepara- 
tions for carrying it out stood. 

He said the deal will mean that 
while Iraq gets to sell some of its 
oil, no Iraqi crude ofl would 
surface on world oil markets, as it 
would be used internally within 
Iran. “It's small enough not to 
■; detect,”* the executive saia. , ; 

Arab oil company officials said 
the plan assumes; that the ofl 
going to Abadan will be fed into a 
refinery there that can process 
about 130,000 barrels a day. 

One Iranian oil executive in 
Western Europe confirmed that 
Iranian officials consulted him on 
these arrangements with Iraq. 

He said some Iraqi oil would be 
trucked to Ahwaz overland. Dur- 
ing the Iran- Iraq war from 1980 
to 1988 Iraq developed a large 
truck fleet to transport about 
200,000 barrels daily to the port 
of Aqaba in Jordan. The fleet, 
the oil company officials say. can 
easily be reactivated ana ex- 
panded. 

The Iranian executive said the 
deal was seen in Iran as a " small 
and symbolic” gesture primarily 
aimed at “encouraging” Iraqi de- 
pendence on Iran. He said there 
were discussions of expanding the 
deal eventually to higher volumes 
but that this would require the 
linking of Iraqi and Iranian pipe- 
lines, which may take a few 
months. 

The American oil executive 
said Iraqi officials told him they 
hoped to boost exports to Iran to 
as much as 600,000 barrels a day. 

Iraq produces about 2.6 million 
barrels of oil a day. Before the 
Aug. 2 invasion by Baghdad, 
Kuwait produced about 1.8 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 

In addition, to the plan for ofl 
shipments, an opposition group, 
known as the Flag of Freedom 
Organisation of Iran, claimed on 
Thursday that Ir anian herdsmen 
in the provinces near Iraqi border 
have delivered more than one 
million sheep to Iraq us ing re- 
mote mountainous roads and 
were paid in gold by Iraq — The 
New York Times. 


Germanys close the 
door for Soviet Jews 


By Marc Fisher 

BERLIN — The West German 
government has ordered an im- 
mediate halt to the flow of Soviet 
Jews to Germany, according to 
Bonn's Interior Ministry. 

Thousands of Jews who have 
been trying to leave the Soviet 
Union for years have arrived in 
East Berlin in the last four 
months, recreating a Jewish com- 
munity that had dwindled to 
near-extinction through the Nazi 
and Communist regimes. 

; ■ But- with tens -of- thousands- 
mbre ’Soviet ’Jews asking for visas 
at East and West German consu- 
lates in several Soviet cities in the 
last few weeks, the Bonn govern- 
ment has told its diplomats to 
stop processing applications and 
has asked the East German gov- 
ernment to give a similar order to 
its representatives in the Soviet 
Union. 

Annetta Kahan, director of the 
East Berlin office for foreigners, 
said in an interview that in the 


last two weeks, the Bonn Interior 
Ministry repeatedly denied to her 
that there was any plan to stop 
the flow of Jews to the Ger- 
manys. The ministry announced 
the policy after receiving press 
inquiries about it. 

Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schauble, along with Bonn's 
Foreign Ministry, issued the 
order to all West German offices 
in the Soviet Union “immediate- 
ly” to process no further applica- 
tions, according to an Interior 
Ministry statement. 

■•'■■The Bonn 'government said it 
would ’seek ah "agreement with 
the Soviet Union to impose an 
admission quota on Jewish im- 
migrants after the Germ an vs un- 
ite Oct. 3. 

The West German consulate in 
Kiev alone has 10,000 applica- 
tions from Jews. Other consular 
offices in Moscow and elsewhere 
have similar numbers of visa re- 
quests. 

— The Washington Post. 


DISCOVER THE WORLD FROM THE GATEWAY OF ROYAL JORDANIAN 

Amman, a modern city 3,000 years old, has been the crossroads of 
civilizations for centuries. Today, it is still the gateway to both the western and 
eastern worlds. 

Discover the world from Jordan, the home of Royal Jordanian. With a net- 
work spanning the globe from North America to the Far East. Royal Jordanian flies 
you to the world on the aircraft of tomorrow. 

On your way to discovering the world, 
discover what a difference enjoyable travel ^ ROY'ALJORDAN IAN 
on Royal Jordanian can be. 
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Conserve water . . . 

Every drop Makes a difference 
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JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. I 

packing, shipping, 8 
forwarding, storaging, ! 
clearing, door-to-door § 
service • ■ 



'Lccwdo 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

'Italian shoes, leather goods. 1 
perfumes, Bghters,watches.| 
pens. silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindtsys Bank Bldg- 
TeJ. 669 457 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfurl 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 810605, 810809, 

Fax: 810520, 
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DOOR TO - DOOR SERVICES . 
iN 7CE U ATI OK Ai. r 0 3YVAR DING. 


Asa>;- SEA FREIGHT 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
Tlx : 23 0 23 POB : 815 403 
AMMAN-JORDAN 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00 


ADD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


France expands Gulf force, 1 
urges wider sanctions 


PARIS (Agencies) — President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand urged widening me 
U.N. embargo of Iraq to air traffic 


Saturday and anno unced France will 
beef up ground forces in Saudi Arabia 
with warplanes, tanks, helicopters 
and 4,000 soldiers. / 

Mitterrand ann ounced Iraqi ndnt- 
ary attaches in Paris and civilians 
allegedly working for Baghdad's sec- 
ret services — about a dozen people 
in all — would be. immediately ex- 
pelled. 

Other Iraqi diplomats wfli be con- 
fined to the Paris city limits io re- 
sponse to what Mitterrand called 
“Iraqi aggression" against the French 
embassy in KuwaiL 
“But us, we won't be taking hos- 
tages.” the French president sa id with 
muted irony at a press conference 
following an emergency meeting of 
his umeTcabiiiet. 


“The some 1,400 Iraqi civilians (in 
France) will not be made the objector 
these particular measures so long as 
they conform to our laws.” 

Iraqi Ambassador to France Abdul 
Razak AI Hashemi said Iraq “will 
take reciprocal measures at a di- 
plomatic kvd” to what be tented an 
“unjustified escalation.” 

Hashemi said Friday that Iraq's 

merger with Kuwait means diplomats 
posted there have no standing under 
international law. 

Mitterrand’s amtonneemen: raised 
France's troop commitment in the 
Gulf to more than 13,100 soldiere, 
airmen and sailors. 

He said France would send an 
army-air brigade composed of three 
jments to Saudi Arabia. Minister 
Defence Jean-Pi erre Chevene- 
ment, currently in Saudi Arabia, was 
to see King Fabd later Saturday. 
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Fresh 

seafood 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHEON 


Res:665121 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhUyyahfiiris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30~Midnight 

Tel 939968 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3-30 pm 
7.30-TL30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwaids 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 65S520 


' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 
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The Regency Pahce Hold 
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LOBBY LOUNGE 

i|ABEEL 

iAyfiano 

ENTERTAINMENT 
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Steak 
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House 
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Steak House 

(The best In the town) 

DINE IN & TAKE-AWAy 
SERVICE 

Open daily 12 00 p.m. 

Tilt 12:00 midnight 

Mecca Street - Jaber Center. 
Tel: 829064 - 829065 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAIEOTEL 

(USilUls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bo< 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Sports 


Too many good bids for 1996 Olympics 


■ TOKYO (AP) — So where's the 
party going to be? 

Six cities from around the 
world ask the Zotemational 
Olympic Committee (IOC), 
Tuesday to pick one of them to 
host the bash in 1996. Which one 
will it be? 

How about Athens, the brith- 
place of the ancient games and 
the spot where they sprang back 
to life in 1886? The Greek capital 
has history on its side, but the 
world of the 1990s to contend 
with. 

Maybe Atlanta. The all-Amer- 
ican home of Coca-Cola and 
Gone With the Wind wants to 
bring the Olympics to the deep 
south for the first time. It offers 
modem facilities, although they 
may be overshadowed by high 
crime and memories of 19S4. 

Belgrade offers Balkan hospi- 
tality and Eastern European 
security. Ethnic violence and a 
vacillating economy could be in- 
cluded in the package, too. 

One of the great cities of the 
industrial revolution, Manchester 
bids to stage the games in the 
redeveloping north of England. 
'Its stadiums are mostly on the 
drawing board, but it says that's a 
hurdle easily cleared. 

Melbourne, the host in 1956, 
wants a second shot. No other 


southern hemisphere city has 
been an Olympic host, and the '56 
games were among the most 
memorable ever staged. But what 
about that long flight from most 
of the rest of the world, and what 
will the time difference do to the 
IOCTs principal income source, 
U.S. television rights fees? 

Then there’s Toronto. Boast- 
ing the world's most modem sta- 
dium and one of its most Cosmo- 
politan populations, the Cana- 
dian city's chief worry may be 
whether it put too much birthday 
cake on the party table too soon. 


Whether it follows its heart, its 
mind or its wallet, the IOC 
should have a winner. Members 
complain that there are too many 
good bids this time, with three — 
or four, depending on who’s talk- 
ing — a cut above the rest. 

The interest of so many great 
cities is a tribute to the position 
the Olympic Games ana all of 
sport holds in the world today." 
said Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
the IOC's president. 

The vote by the 88 IOC mem- 
bers will cap the committee's 96 tb 
session, its annual meeting. 

With the next summer and 
winter games still two years away. 
milli ons of dollars in the bank and 
the political boycotts of the 1970s 


and 80s only a bad memory, the 
session that starts Sunday shoujd 
lack any argent issues but will 
deal with several potentially 
troublesome points. 

One is South Africa. The move 
toward abolishing apartheid has 
people, including Samaranch, 
talking about the country expel- 
led from the IOC in 19/0 being 
readmitted in time for its athletes 
to compete in 1996 at the latest. 

The IOC insists that it won't 
move until the rest of Africa gives 
its OK — and that apparently 
means not until South Africa's 
racial-separation laws are off the 
books. But the session could con- 
sider some framework for re- 
admission. 


Likewise, the meeting is ex- 
pected to hear the latest from the 
Soviet Union. Delegations from 
the three Baltic republics met last 
month with Samaranch to press 
their case for recognition as they 
try to break away from Moscow. 
Samaranch will propose a special 
commission to monitor the situa- 
tion. 

“All that is happening in the 
world affects the Olympic move- 
ment very deeply," Samaranch 
said. 

Athens is the sentimental 
choice and palying that angle to 


the hilt. 

“Morally, the games belong to 
us," Spyros Metaxas. the head of 
the Greek bid, said recently. He 
also said Athens would never tnd 
for the Olympics agian if it Ms to 
win for’M. 

For a long time, Athens was 
considered a sure tiling. In addi- 
tion to history, it has impressive 
facilities and plans. But air pollu- 
tion. traffic congestion, a weak 
economy, a succession of spindly 
legged governments and a history 
of terrorism are all seen as weak 
points. 

The IOC's own evaluation re- 
portedly did Athens no favours. 
The review panel did not list a 
best-choice ary. but sources who 
have seen the report said it gener- 
ally grouped Athens in the bot- 
tom tier, with Belgrade and Man- 
chester. 

Atlanta. Melbourne and 
Toronto all received high marks, 
according to the sources, who 
spoke on the condition that they 
not be identified. Several sources 
said those three received ratings 
of “excellent," while the other 
three were graded “good" in a 
chart that later was discarded. 

Other sources, however, said 
Athens probably would join that 
top group if all the intangibles 
were considered. 


For one thing, they said, a 
100th birthday for the games in 
Athens would be a marketing 
dream, and sponsorship is a 
growth industry for the Olympics, 
expected to net some S175 millio n 
for the four years leading up to 
1992. 

Atlanta and Toronto can coun- 
ter that with the jure of higher 
television rates, since their games 


would be staged in prime time for 
States. 


the United 
Spreading the games around — 
as "has been done in recent history 
— falls right into Melbourne^ 


lap. Although it already has been 
, 1956 wa 


a host, 1956 was part of a diffe- 
rent age, before multimillion-dol- 
lar profits and professional 
athletes entered the Olympic 
vocabulary. 

Belgrade has waged a low-key 
campaign that has been buffeted 
by high inflation. 

Manchester has tried to per- 
suade members that it’s no longer 
the gritty industrial dty of Victo- 
rian times. Many IOC members 
see it as a second choice. 

But what it comes down to is 
how 88 and women feel when 
they are locked into a conference 
room at the Takanawa Confer- 
ence Centre to cast their votes. 
The ballot is secret, and an IOC 
member is beholden to no one. 


Austrian soccer manager 
quits after Faroes game 


, VEINNA (R) — Austria's soccer 
manager Josef Hickersberger has 
" resigned after his team's humiliat- 
‘ mg defeat by the amateur Faroe 
, Islands and is to be replaced by 
national junior manager Alfred 
‘RiedI. 

The promotion of RiedI, who 
took over as junior coach only six 
weeks ago, was a surprise choice 
announced by the Austrian Soc- 
cer Federation Saturday. Foot- 
ball officials had tipped ex-inter- 
national striker Hans Krankl for 
the job. 


RiedI , who played for a num- 
ber of Austrian clubs and 
Antwerp, subsequently turned to 
training and worked in Jeddah. 
Returning to Austria, be took 
over his first premier division 
side, Sportclub Vienna, last Au 
gust. 

RiedI, said he intended to instil 
some discip line into the side 
“You can’t have players using 
their reputation in Austria to go 
abroad, getting into the national 
team and then showing only 10 
per cent commitment,'' he said 


U.S. BASEBALL STANDINGS 


American League 



East Division 




w. 

L 

Pet. 

GB | 

Boston 

so 

65 

.552 

— 

Toronto 

77 

68 

.531 

3 

Detroit 

69 

77 

.473 

HVfr 

Milwaukee 

68 

76 

.472 

llfc 

'Cleveland 

66 

79 

.455 

14 

Baltimore 

65 

78 

.455 

14 

New York 


84 

.417 

19fc 


West Division 



Oakland 

92 

52 

.639 

— 

Chicago 

82 

62 

.569 

10 

Texas 

76 

68 

3 

16 

California 

74 

71 

18* 

Seattle 

70 

75 

.483 

72Vi 

Kansas Gty 

67 

77 

.465 

25 

Minnesota 

66 

80 

.452 

27 

Friday’s Games 




New York 5, Detroit 2 
Toronto 8, Baltimore 7 




Chicago 4, Boston 0 




1 Texas 2, Milwaukee 1, 10 innings 



Cleveland 6, Kansas Gty 4 
California 7, Seattle 5 




Oakland 9. Minnesota 1 





National League 



East Division 




w. 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

Pittsburgh 

84 

61 

.579 

— 

New York 

82 

62 

.569 

1.5 

Montreal 

76 

68 

.52 8 

7.5 

Chicago 

68 

76 

ATI 

15.5 

Philadelphia 

66 

78 

.458 

17.5 

St. Louis 

66 

79 

.455 

18 


West Division 



Cincinnati 

81 

62 

.566 



Los Angeles 

76 

68 

.528 

53 

San Francisco 

75 

69 

.521 

6.5 

San Diego 

66 

77 

.462 

15 

Houston 

65 

79 

.451 

16.5 • 

Atlanta 

59 

85 

.410 

22.5 

Friday’s Games 




Los Angeles 10, Gndnnati 4 
Montreal 4, Pittsburgh 2 




Philadelphia 4, New York 1 




Atlanta 7, 

San Diego 3 




Houston 2, San Francisco 1 
St- Louis 4, Chicago 2 





GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH HIRSCH 
£1f00 Svmtei, 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ J762 7AKQ63 >95 *65 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. Wh&x do you respond? 


9AQJ104 T83 OKQI0963 *Void 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

IT 2 * ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

483 -Q6S *’KQ63 *9X72 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 * Pw 1 NT Pas* 

3 7 Pass 7 

Whai do you bid now? 


Qi — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ643 7 AS '. AJ9872 *Vold 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 v Pus I * 2 ♦; 


What do you bid now? 


QJ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AJ103 7AK762 4AQ95 *VoM 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A8 T KJl 098632 i AS 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

I v Pass 2 * Pass 


*7 


Q^— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


What do you bid now? 


Barcelona 
concerned 
at horse 
deaths 


TOKYO (R) — Barcelona Olym- 
pic officials expressed concern 
Saturday at recent horse deaths in 
southern Spain that have raised 
fears of a new outbreak of Afri- 
can horse plague in the region. 


A 1989 epidemic of the disease 
cast doubt on whether the 1992 
Olympic equestrian events could 
be staged in Barcelona, although 
the absence of any confirmed 
cased so far this year had caused 
optimism among games officials. 


However, Andalusian author- 
ities said Friday that 28 horses 
had died from unknown causes 
since the beginning of Septem- 
ber, bringing new worries over 
the staging of the Olympic eques- 
trian competitions. 

Most of the victims were colts, 
although older horses that had 
been vaccinated against plague 
had also died. 


The Andalusian Council for 
Agriculture and Fisheries said it 
was possible the latest deaths 
might have been caused by 
poisoning or other factors. 
Organs from the dead animals are 
to undergo laboratory tests in 
Madrid. 


An intensified vaccination 
campaign has been launched, fol- 
lowing the earlier vaccination of 
120,000 horses as a preventive 
measure. 

Nearly 1,000 horses died or 
were destroyed in 1989 when 
Andalusia was swept by plague, 
which is highly contagious to 
horses, mules and doqkeys. 


Liberator’s Cup 
semifinal set for 
Sept. 20 in Chile 


ASUNCION. Paraguay (AP) — 
The Liberator's cup semifinal be- 
tween defending champion Atle- 
tico National of Colombia and 
Olimpia of Paraguay will be held 
Sept. 20 in Santiago. Chile. 

The South American Soccer 
Confederation issued the ruling 
Friday. It said a return match in 
the home-and-away series will be 
held Sept. 26 in Asuncion. 

Atletico was denied the oppor- 
tunity of playing at home in 
Medellin because the league 
ruled that referees were intimi- 
dated by gunmen in the dub's 
quarterfinal victory over Vasco 
da Gama of Brazil on Aug. 29. 

The match was replayed Thurs- 
day at Santiago and Atletico won 
again. 1-0. 

Referees for the semifinal of 
the South American Club Cham- 
pionship will be chosen Saturday, 
the league announced. 

The finals are set for early 
November. The winner advances 
to the Intercontinent Cup in De- 
cember at Tokyo against the win- 
ner of the European Club Cham- 
pionships. 

Brazil's Sporting Press Friday 
said Brazilian champion Vasco 
Da Gama was “humiliated" and 
deserved its 1-0 loss to Atletico 
National of Colombia. 

“National wins again and Vas- 
co returns home humiliated," 
read a headline in the newspaper 
Folha de Sao Paulo referring to 
Thursday’s game. 

“Vasco is shamed in double 
dose.” said O Globo of Rio in its 
headline. 

Joraal Do Brasil of Rio said 
Vasco, “managed the feat of 
being eliminated rwice from the 


same competition, by the same 
adversary, due to its own errors 
and. to do justice, the compe- 
tence of National.” 

Sports writers unanimously 
agreed the Colombians were su- 
perior throughout the match. 

Meanwhile River Plate soccer 
club officials Friday claimed re- 
ferees were bribed and said they 
may ask the South American 
Soccer Confederation to void 
their club’s 1-0 semifinal loss to 
Barcelona of Ecuador in the 
Liberators of America Cup. 


“Barcelona players used cork- 
screws like knives on the field." 
River Plate President Alfredo 
Davicce said about Wednesday's 
loss at Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

“Many strange things hap- 
pened during the game.” he told 
reporters. “We saw Barcelona 
people on the field while the 
game was going on, police en- 
tered without any reason a 

penalty against us shouldn't have 
been called...” 


River lost 1-0 Wednesday on a 
penalty-kick goal by Luis Acosta. 
The loss tied the home-and-away 
series 1-1, with River's 1-0 victory 
the week before in Buenos Aires. 
The two teams then went to 
penalty kicks, where Barcelona 
eliminated River 4-3 from the 
South American Club Cham- 
pionship tournament. 

Barcelona official Heinz Moel- 
ler called the charges “absurd and 
ridiculous'' and “laughable.” 

"We hope they don’t protest 
the game," Moeller said. “Be- 
cause that would be unsport- 
smanlike and against the rules.” 



Perez 
retains 
boxing 


title 


CULIACAN, Mexico (R) — 
Raul Perez retained his World 
Boxing Council (WBC) bantam- 
weight crown when be fought a 
draw with fellow Mexican Jose 
Valdez. 

One judge- gave Perez the ver- 
dict 117-112. the second favoured 
Valdez 117-112 and the third 
marked the bout 114-114. 

The fight held Friday in 
sweltering conditions at the La 
Sinaioense bullring was unim- 
pressive as Valdez attempted to 
score by working inside his oppo- 
nent’s longer reach. 

Perez found difficulty fending 
off Valdez, who caught him with 
some telling uppercuts, but be did 
manage to retaliate on the few 
.occasions he broke free. 

Perez, who first gained the title 
in October 1988, took his record 
to 47-2-1. 

But the champion had a prob- 
lem making the weight and said 
afterwards that he intends mov- 
ing up to super-bantamweight 
where he wants a crack at Amer- 
ican holder Paul Banke. 

Meanwhile in Belfast, North- 
ern Ireland, former cook Dave 
McAuley has ruled the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation's 
flyweight division for the past 15 
months, defeating opponents 
from three continents. 

Now be is trying to prove he 
can overcome an opponent from 
Colombia. 

McAuley, who won the title 
last June after losing a pair of 
championship bouts to Col- 
ombian Fidel Bassa, will defend 
his crown Saturday night against 
Rodolfo Blanco of Colombia. 

The 29-year-old McAuley, 
whose only losses in 19 profes- 
sional fights were to Bassa, 
claimed the title by defeating 
Englishman Duke McKenzie and 
has successfully defended it 
against Filipino Dodie Penalosa 
and American Louis Curtis. 

McAuley, who has not knock- 
ed out an opponent in nearly four 
years, said that streak will end 
against Blanco at the King's hall. 

“I think I’ll knock mm out 
somewhere between rounds 
seven to nine,” he said. “I've 
improved 100 per cent since I first 
challenged for the world title. I 
would destroy . Bassa now.”' 

Blanco' 29, has 25 victories, ' 
five losses and a draw and has 
been undefeated since moving up 
to the flyweight division. He was 
knocked out in a title fight by 
World Boxing Association light- 
flyweight champion Myung-Woo 
Yuh in South Korea in 1987. 

The visitor said he is not im- 
pressed by the champion. 

“I’ve watched videos of all 
McAuIey’s fights and I didn't see 
anything to worry me,” Blanco 
said through a translator. ‘TO be 
too quick for him and he cuts 
easily. That’s a bad sign.” 

On tiie undercard of the fight, 
Venezuelan welterweight Crisan- 
to Espana mil face Luis Santana 
of the United States in a non-title 
fight. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Peanuts 


I 60T A LETTER FROM. 
PEGGY JEAN TOGW..SWG 
I5AY5SHE 5T1LL LIKES Mr 



1? you’re TALKING 
ID ME. CHARLIE BROWN. 
I'M 5TANPING HERE 
BEHIND YOU... 

v 


(oQP5..5QRR^ 


LOVE HA5 DESTROYED 
A LOT OF GOOD 
PITCHERS.. 




horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 1990 

By Thomas SL Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

6ce to concentrate upon extending 
your activities a conwerabte «a- 
tance later. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Yon 
have a spiritual opportunity now to 
. penetrate a confusing set of cir- 
ammanccs that has escaped your 
understanding for some time. Deal 
only with what is real not what 

others have said. - 


i ihb A ; (September 23 to October 
22) Pay whatever bins you have 


and collect any money tine youin 
the morning then you will be free 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
~ of money 


You have many detefls . 

and property, to complete during 
the day but then in late afternoon, 
evening you see ways to increase 
your income. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get your personal appearance en- 
hanced during the early part of the 
day, then you win be able to make 
progress in obtaining personal 
ambitions. 


to plan a business coup in the later 
hours. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can make an 
oosiaughted into improving your 
worldly sta pling in the evening 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) AS 

lands of dreary tasks can be gotten 
in bade of you in the morning, then 
you will be able to plan the future 
on a more magnificam scale. 


MOON CHILI>KEN: (Jane 22 to 
.July 21) Think about some favours 


that you can render friends who 
have been 


helpful to you then yon 

can join dose companions in amus- 
ing hobbies. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Some 
outside duties should be put be- 
hind you after breakfast, then later 
you will be able to go out on the 
town for some interesting occa- 
sion. 


organised m the morning. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There is some ser- 
vice that you can render today but 
first it is necessary that you get the 
facts of this long standing condi- 
tion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You should be able to 
have a very happy time tonight at 
the recreations and amusements of 
your choice but get them well 
arranged early in the day. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Some fixed condition at 
your residence needs to be 
approached in a tactful and di- 
plomatic manner as family mem- 
bers do not see the situation as you 
do. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Attend to problems near at 
home in the morning so yon will be 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Unimportant _ errands and 
chores can be done in the morning 
so that you free valuable time 
during good aspects for com- 
munications later. 



Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME. 
|®i j-ioy Henri Arnold and Bob- Lee- 


GUI 

PER 



L 

□ 

□ 

Li_ 




CUHDY 


n 

□ 

□□ 

r*"V 


LID 

B °Y 



_XJ 

r y -> 



SEATTL 


□ 

XL 

_U 


W 

HOW PIP THE 
HEAVY DRINKER 
FIT INTO 
THAT PARTY? 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


«-* Txxxxxxr 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ARDOR RIVET 


(Answers Monday) 
FUNGUS EFFORT 


Answer: What it takes for a deadbeat to keep afloat— 
A RAFT OF FRIENDS 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


’ ACROSS 
1 Checked out 
In a way 
6 Mr. Idle 
10 Harbor sight 
U Starry prefix 
T5 — avis 
IB Concerning 
17 Pretended 
cHsdain 
19 Far: prof. 

2D — Arbor 

21 Adventure 

22 Fast ear 
2* Go along 

(with) 

25 Royal title 

26 Intoxicated 
29 Pie ingredient 

33 Residences 

34 Seem place 

35 Hillside: Scot. 

36 Words of 
understanding 

37 Plies with 
medicine 

38 Carry on 

39 Iambi 

40 Roadhouse 
- sign 

ai silent 
42 Play by 
Malta* 

44 Anguish 

45 War god 
40 SUt 

47 Substitute 

50 Not so much 

51 Winter mo. 

54 Actor Estrada 

55 Craving for 
csAdy 

58 Big dog 

59 Love 
oenortiftaf 

60 Cream 

61 Man of vision 

62 “Auld 
Lang — " 

63 Fonda or Falk 



a 

a 

a 

■i 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 


■ 


C inOTiKMw Madia Santera. Inc. 

AH moM> RbMfV«3 


DOWN 

1 Place for a 


2 “.-bring 
forth — ' " 
CBSta 


3 Astound 

4 Stray 

5 Pups 

6 Wipe out 

7 Ecstatic 

8 Anger 

9 Bank 
employees 

10 Silvery shrub 

11 Lollapalocea 

12 A Guthrie 

13 — off (angry) 
18 Mr. Fow 

23 Hockey great 

24 Charmer 

25 Recoils 

26 Football move 

27 Go - (satQ 

28 Afr, chief 

29 Social 
division 

30 Wrathful 

31 Very willing 

32 in rags 
34 Idles 

37 Protective 
positions 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


nnnn nm nnnnnn 
PEE2 nnnnna 
nnnnnnnn RFianrara 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn rannrcn nran 

nnnnnnn 

Hnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnran nnmn 
nnnniin 
nnnnnnnn 

P 3 HH 323 rann Rnrin 
nnnnnn nnn cmnn 


4.1 Err 

43 Swiss canton 

44 Forest food 
for swine 

46 Ninnies 

47 G-men 

48 Dies — 

49 Occupation 


50 Author Uria 

51 — yourself 

52 Small: suff. 

53 “Moonstruck" 
star 

58 Ironically 
humorous 
57 Yippee! 


cmr 


're s 


*U~ 


Ra 


fear 

lie 


-vr 

'i .: 


/ 
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Petits 6crans jordaniens 

Prets pour la television 
de domain 

La tflfrlsron jordamenne est en plelne Evolution. Sur 
k plan technique, elle est £qmp€e depuis septembre 
1988 de stations de reception satellites, qui lui 
permettent de bdu&icier de programmes Strangers 
r^cents et d’khanger des reportages poor ses 
jouraaux tfifevisls. Did quelques mots, son direc- 
tear g 6 n£ral envisage de hmcer des chaines th^mati- 
qnes retransmises par le syst&me original des «mic- 
rowaves*. De qnoi augmenter considyrableroent ses 
ressonrces et amdiorer d’autant la quantity et la 
quality de ses programmes locanx, d€jft marques par 
on net courant d’ouverture politique li£ k la d£moc- 
ratisation do pays. 



Dans son bureau tumiiieux de 
la JTV, Radi Al-Khas pianote sor 
sa teiycommande pour passer 
d’un satellite k 1’ autre et voir ce 
que diffusent CNN (la chaine 
d’iufonnation continue amdr- 
icaine) ou Canal France Interna- 
tional (la chaine de programmes 
frangais gra tints k destination des 
televisions ytrang&res). 

«Tesp&re, expliqne le directeor 
general de la television jorda- 
nienne, que bientdt to us les 
Jordaniens ponrront en faire au- 
tant, chez eux.> Son projet, d6j4 
bien avail c£, consiste & proposer 
aux Jordaniens de recevoir, en 


plus des programmes actucls de la 
JTV, txob chaines tb^matiques 
dont le contezra est d£j4 dfifini: 
one chaine d ’information , une 
chaine de divertissement et une 
chaine exdusivement sportive. 

En g£n£ral, Pimplantatian de 
ces chaines tb&natique nCcessite 
I’ existence d’un r6seau de cable 
optique, par leqnel la television 
nationalc diffuse les chaines 
qu’elle regoit par satellite. Mais la 
Jordanie ne dispose pas d’tm tel 
r6seau et son installa tion est 
couteuse et c ont pliqufe. La tech- 
nique que la JTV envisage d*uti- 
Hser repose sur les «tmaowaves» 





Quel rdle pour Israel? 

Comment Israel a-t-eUe 
r6agi face & la crise du Golfe 
arabe, et quelles sont les 
repercussions de cette crise 
sur le r61e d’Israel dans la 
region? 

Nous nous pennettons de 
poser de telles questions 
apr6s les visites que deux 
hauts responsables isra6- 
liens ont effectives r6cem- 
ment k Washington: David 
Levy, le ministre des 
affaires dtrangfcres et 
Mosbeh Arens, le ministre 
de la defense isntelien. 

Ajoutons k cela les rapports 
venant de Tel-Aviv ces 
jodrfeci et .qui refletent, - . 

«rinqmetude» que sosrite l’6ventualite d’une solution 
politique chez les responsables en Israel. 

An corns des trois premieres semaines de la crise, les 
dirigeants isra^Hens ont observe une certaine prudence, 
voize un mutisme, evitant soigneusement toute declaration. 
Us se contentaient de dire que la crise «prouvait quTsrael 
n’etait pas la source de l’instabilite dans la region, mais que 
c*etait plutdt ITrak*. 

Sans doute ne voulaient-ils pas g6ner leurs allies ameri- 
cains au moment oik ceox-d deployment leurs forces en 
Arabie. Une collusion spectaculmre americano-israeiienne 
aurait 6 t 6 mal pergue par les «amis» arabes de Washington. 
De phis, l’accaparement de 1'opinion pubhque Interna- 
tionale par les (teveloppements de la crise du Golfe 
pennettait aux isra6Hens de detoumer l’attention de 
rintifada, qui en etait la semaine demiiire k son milli&me 
jour. Ce qui importe poor Itzhak Shamir c’est de recevoir 
da vantage d’immigrants j nrfs et (T assurer leur installation 
en territoires palestimens occupes. 

Sur un autre plan, i’attitude palestmienne de solidarity 
avec l’lrak a 6 t€ l’occasion poor Tel-Aviv de ddnigrer leur 
«bete noire*. L’OLP a domte «Ia preuve qu’elle 6tait 
hostile k la paix* (sic), parce qu’efle ne s’est pas rangde aux 
cdtds «des regimes sages tels que I’Egypte de Mouoaiak*.’ 
On oublie le refus du plan Baker par leslsradliens quelques 
semaines anparavant! La l£g£rety des observations 
isra61iennes est frappante. 

N6anmoins, les Isra61iens s’attendaient k une action 
mihtaire am6ricarne centre l’lrak. Le «conseifler> sioniste 
qu’est Henry Kissinger, l’ancien secretaire d’Etat am6ri- 
cain, n’a pas mSchy ses mots: D fallait declarer la guerre k 
rirak toot de suite. L’apparition d’une force militaire arabe 
meten rage les Isra£liens. La rude de ceux-d pour s’acheter 
des masques k gaz a inquidt6 les responsables. D6truire la 
-force irakfenne est devenu une priority en Israel. Mfime si 
les troupes irakiennes se retirent du Koweit, en vertu d’un 
compromis politique plausible, les IsrayHens ne seront pas 
en tranquifles. 

D£s que le spectre de la guerre s’est yioigny un peu de la 
pyninsule arabe, les Isra£llens ont eu peur. Les initiatives 
pohtiques irakiennes, notamment cclle qui lie la crise dans 
le Golfe au problfeme palestimen, mettent les dirigeants de 
Tel-Aviv en colfere. Us ne se sont pas habitu6s k ce nouveau 
lnn gage arabe. Les propositions de Moscou pour la tenue 
d’une conference intemationale sur les probtemes de la 
region, sontenues par Paris, s&ment Je dysarroi dans les 
rangs isradiens. .... 

Mais au-ddi des calculs tactiques, Finqni6tude isradhen- 
ne a des causes beaucoup plus profondes: 

1- Si Israel est une «base strategique mobile* comme le 
Pentagdne am6ricain l’a tou jours considyte, pourquoi 
envoyer 135.000 soidats amyricains, avec tout l’yquipemeut 
militaire que Ton sait en Arabie? Dans le meilleor des cas, 
on ne se servira d’Israel que comme point d’appui, comme 
d6pdt de munitions, bref, pour des besoms logistiques. 

2- Aprfcs la fin de la guerre froide, le contribuable 
an^nrain se demande pourquoi les Etats-Unis continuent 
h payer k Israel six mimards de dollars par an, au moment 
oil les services sodaux amyricains souffrent de compress- 
ions budgdtaires impoitantes. 

3- N’y a-t-ilpas une tendance g6nyrale, h la hunidre de 
la nouveue politique soviytique aite de ^d’yquflibre des 
intyr6ts», k voukiir rtsoudre de plus vieux corrflitv 
isradlo-arabe sur des bases yquitables? Encore une fbis, il 
n’y aura jamais de p&ix dans cette rdgiou -vitale pour le 
monde- solution du probJCme palestimen. 

Bien stir, cela ne signffie pas que Washington lAdie 
israel. Les soutiens financier (pour absorber les immig- 
rants) eft militaire vient d’etre renouveiy loxs des visxtes des 
ministres isray liens. Mais une chose est certaine: les rifles 
du jen telles qu’on les connaissait avant le 2 aoflt denuer, 
ne seront pins jamais les m£mes. . 


(micro on des) qui permettent de 
multiplier les signaux (et done les 
chaines) transnuses par voie hen- 
zienne. Tout foyer, yquipe d’une 
ante one sp6ria]e, pourra les re- 
cevoir. «Nous avons ddji un 
accord avec CNN poor la chaine 
d’information. La sociyty de pro- 
duction jordanienne d’Etat (ri’C) 
devrait foumir des soap-op£ras 
en arabe pour la chaine de diver- 
tissement; et nous sommes en 
tractations avec plusieurs autres 
chaines diffuses par satellite 
poor la chaine sportive*, explique 
Radi Al-Khas. Le syst&me des 
microwaves est d£j& experiments 
depths plus d’un an par la t£l£vi- 
sion jordanienne et fonctionne 
bien. Le problfcme technique est 
done r6olu. 

Une sodyty mixte compos6e k 
20% de capitanx d’Etat et k 80% 
de capita ux priv£s ouverts aux 
actionnaires jordaniens devrait 
g£rer la diffusion et installer des 
antennes capables de recevoir les 
fameuses microwaves dans les 
foyers interests, moyennant 
paiemenL La partie programmes 
serait yiaboide par la JTV en 
utilisant les chaines satellites ex- 
istantes. Si tout va bien -mais le 
projet est d£j& retardy k cause des 
yv6nements actuels- cette nouvel- 
le tyiyvision devrait voir le jour 
au ddbut de I’annye prochaine. 

EUe aura des consyquenses sur 
les programmes des diaines ex- 
istantes. Actuellement, en effet, 
one grande partie du contenu des 
deux chaines repose sur des prog- 
rammes acbetds k rdtranger. D& . 
lore que les' chaines th6matiques 
reprendront d£jh des program- 
mes Strangers, il fandra repenser 
la programmation des chaines 
traditionnelles et accroitre la pro- 
duction locale. Un sondage, rfaJ- 
isy en avril dernier a r6v£16 que 
les gofrts du tdlespectateur jorda- 
nien se poitaient avant tout sur 
les feuillerons prod nits dans le 
royaume et sur les fetrilletons 
arabes en g^odra!, qui rfiaKsent 
de bien meilleure scores que les 
programmes dtrangers sous- 
titrys. 

Ratfi Al-Khas pense qu’avec 
les revenus des chaines thfimati- 
ques fl sera en droit de rdclamer 
one augmentation de son budget 
au mimst&re de (’information. 

Toutes les ressources apport6es 
par la tyidvision: La redevance 
(12 dinars par an et par foyer, 
pour un montant total d’environ S 
millions de dinars) et la publicity 
(1 million de dinars environ de 
revena annuel), sont versSes au 
gouvemement, qui dyfinit en- 
suite, k son gr£, le budget de la 
tyiyvision. Actuellement la publi- 
city est maigre et bon marchy Qes 
annonceurs jordaniens bynyfi- 
dent de 50% de reduction et les 
ventes aux annonceurs 6trangers 
ont baisse de mortid depnis la 
crise dconomique), mais les 
chaines thdmatiques pourraient 
rdveiller le marchd. Avec un 
budget accru, Radi Al-Khas 
songe rneme k ddvelopper des 
programmes rygionaux, diffd- 
rents d’une vflle k I’autre, k cer- 
tain es heures. Le budget actuel 
de la tdiyvision jordanienne, en 
stagnation k 5,1 millions de di- 
nars, est absorbd pour sa plus 
grande part par l’achat de prog- 
rammes et 1’entretien ou le r em- 
placement des yqmpements tech- 


France-! rak: le ton monte 


La France n'a pas tardy & rdagir k 1’intrusion, vendredi, de 
miliiair es irakiens dans son ambassade de Kowewit-rity et a 
rarresratiem, dans son enceinte, de quatre de ses ressortissants 
dont un seul -l’attacfay militaire- a 6td libere k I’heure ou nous 
boudons ces pages. 

A peine rentte d’un voyage offidel en TduScoslovaquie, le 
prytident Frangois Mittemand rdunissait samedi matin un conseil 
des ministres restraint sur cette affaire, k Tissue duquel il 
annongait une syrie de mesures de repr£saiUe. 

La premiere consiste a saisir le Conseil de Security de I'ONU 
sur la violation de I’ambassade de Koweit-rity, dont le president 
frangais a rappeld que, selon la convention de Vienne ytablie en 
1961, elle etait -comme toute ambassade ou consular- un espace 
place sous la souveramete de I'Etat qu’elle represent et, en tant 
que telle, inviolable. 

Frangois Mitterrand a egalement annonce la saisine du ConseQ 
de Security sur les «trop nombreux* manquemenis observes k 
[’embargo centre TIrak, et sur les moyens d’agir face aux pays et 
aux entreprises qui le transgressent. D proposers egalement une 
extension de Tembaigo an rrafic aerien. 

Sur le plan diplomatiqne, les mesures de retorsion frangaises 
prendront quatre formes: expndsion des attaches miliiaires de 
I’ambassade d'lrak k Paris; fichage des agents de renseignement 
irakiens k Paris, benefictant ou non de I’immunite diplomatique: 
expulsion de 26 sragiaires miliiaires irakiens en France; et 
interdiction de sortir de I^aris pour 1'ensemble du personnel de 
1 ’ambassade d'lrak dans la capitale frangaise. Le president a 
routefois precise que la France «ne prenait pas d’otages*. 
puisqu’aucune mesore n'a ete deddde k rencontre des 1.500 
irakiens resideat en France. 

Sur le plan militaire, enfin, le president Minerrand a annonce 
I'envoi d’une brigade a6ro-terrestre en Arabie Saoudhe, com- 
posee de trois regiments. En tout, ce sent plus de 4.000 soldats 
frangais qui vont venir s’ajouter a la force intemationale dans le 
Golfe, avec 48 heiicoptferes et 30 avions de combat, 48 chars, des 
missiles anti-chars et anti-aeriens. 

Cette teponse rapide, ferme, et imposante, intervient done au 
lendemain d’une serie d'intrusions irakiennes dans des ambas- 
sades occidental es au Koweit. Outre Tambassade de France, les 
ambassades du Canada, de Belgique et des Pays-Bas ont regu 
egalement la visite forcee de miliiaires irakiens, mais sans subir 
d’arrestations. 

Des intrusions, que 1’agence d 'information irakienne a demen- 
ti es. affirmant que les troupes irakiennes avaienr pour consigne 
formelle de ne pas penetrer dans les misssions diplomatique^ au 
Koweit, «m£me a leurs diplomates encore sur place ont perdu 
leur immunity*. L’ ultima turn de 1'lrak pour la fermeture de toutes 
les ambassades au Koweit et (’installation de leure personnels k 
Bagdad a expire le 24 aoiii dernier, alors que 17 missions 
diplomatiques sur les 66 pr6sentes avant ie 2 aout refusent 
toujoure de s’y plier. 

L’lrak soutient que la convention de Vienne ne s’applique pas 
aux « ex-missions diplomatiques* et done pas k celles qui 
demeurent en place a Koweit-city. 

Un bras de fer diplomatique, k rinterieur du conAit du Golfe, 
vient clairement de s’engager entre la France et ITrak. II est 
appuye par une presence accrue des forces frangaises dans le 
Golfe. Si ce n'est pas encore la rupture entre Bagdad et Paris, les 
yvynements de cette fin de semaine en ont beaucoup rapproche 
1’hypo these. 


niques. Un accroissement pour- 
rait perreettre de d 6 vclopper la 
production. 

Quelle evolution depuis la 
naissance de la television jorda- 
nienne. en avril 1968! A cette 
■ epocjue, il n'existait qu’une seule 
chaine emettant trois hetires de 
programme par jour. Un an plus 
card, on passart it cinq heures de 
programmes et apparaissait la 
deuxieme chaine (en anglais 
seulement, avant que ne vienne 
s’y ajouter une partie en fran- 
gais). Depuis 1971, la JTV prop- 
ose 9h de programmes en arabe 
et 5h de programmes en anglais et 
frangais, avec des joumaux dans 
ces trois langues, plus l’h£breu a 
destination d' Israel. 

A Torigine, la JTV ne disposait 
que d’un emetteur k Sweileh, 
couvrant Amman, Irbid et la 
Cisjordanie. EUe dispose aujour- 
dTiui de 36 emetteurs qui permet- 
tent d’atteindre la quasi totality 
des foyers jordaniens. 

Autre innovation de la televi- 
sion jordanienne: le systeme 
teietexte, diffuse sur les deux 
chaines avant les programmes. D 
s’agit de pages de texte en arabe 
con tenant des informations sur le 
sport, Je temps et les acrivites 
touristiques en Jordanie. Pour 
Radi Al-Khas, le teietexte pour- 
rait etre consid6rablement d6ve- 
loppe en fournissant des informa- 
tions boursifcres pour le monde 
des affaires et en servant de 
support k des petites annonces 
publidtaires priv6es. La Jordanie 
est d’ailleurs en pointe dans ce 
domaine puisqu'eUe est le pre- 
mier pays arabe a avoir mis en 
place ce systeme (en collabora- 
tion avec une society frangaise 
puis britannique). Il a fallu deux 
ans de travail pour le faire fonc- 
tionner avec les caractbres 
arabes, et il sera bientdt disponi- 
ble en anglais sur la deuxieme 
chaine. 

Toutes ces innovations, espfere 
Radi Al-Khas, vont rendre la 
t6I6vision trfes rentable pour le 


gouvernement et lui permettrom 
de tripier le budget de la JTV 
d’ici cinq ans. 

Les nouvelles technology 
poussent ainsi k F amelioration du 
contenu des programmes. Une 
amelioration qui se trouve aller 
de pair avec la democratisation 
du systeme politique jordanien. 
Depuis quelques mois. de nouvel- 
les emissions ties populates ont 
fait leur apparition sur la chaine 
arabe, qui reposem sur le debat 
entre des Jordaniens de base et 
des pereonnalites poliuques ou 
culturelles du pays. Cest «ren- 
contre avec la presse* et *Bonsoir 
la Jordanie*. les nouvelles emis- 
sions phares de la JTV. 

Actuellement la deuxieme 
chaine ne propose que quelques 
emissions produces localement. 
en plus des bulletins d’informa- 
tion: une emission economique et 
un debat hebdomadaires pour la 
partie anglaise; <uijourd’Imi en 
Jordanie*, un magazine ^in- 
formation local, pour la partie 
frangaise. L'objectif de Radi Al- 
Khas est d'offrir au moins un 
programme produit localement 
par jour sur la deuxieme chaine 
d’ici quelques aonees. 

La democratisation dorrne un i 
nouveau souffle & la television 1 
jordanienne qui a fait un gros 
effort pour couvrir aussi parfaite- 
ment que possible les premieres 
elections parlementaires depuis 
23 ans, qui eureut lieu en novem- 
bre 1989. Debate contradictoire, 
couvermre equilibree et oeutre 
des campagnes des candidats 
dans tout le pays, soir£e-r£sultats 
assistee par ordinateur pendant 
toute une nuit. Les Jordaniens 
ont apprede cet effort qui a 
renouveiy leur iuteret pour leur 
propre tyiyvision. «Bien sur, ex-- 
pliqne Radi Al-Khas, nous som- 
mes one television gouver- 
nementale et, en tant que telle, 
nous devons manoeuvrer k l’in- 
terieur de la marge qui nous est 
laissee par notre tutelie, elle 
m6me determine par le parle- 


Matbematiques 

modernes 

La politique n 'etant pas 
une science exaetc, les 
calculs qui lui sont propres 
peuvent parfois choquer. 

Ainsi , I'Squatioa Inter- 
allemande , longtemps 
cohdrente grice aux quatre 
vainqueurs de la seconde 
guerre mondiale, n 'a plus 
de raison d'etre 
aujourd'hui. Finies les 
negotiations dites «2 plus 
4», ou si vous pref 6 rez *6 
moins 4». Le result at. on 
Laura prochain cm en t avec 
Emergence d’une seule 
AUemagne. 

Droles de calculs 
egalement lorsque 1 ’on 
decouvre que pour 
atteindre une «credibilit£» 
militaire et une dissuasion 
<treelle» dans le Golfe , Jes 
Etats-Unis ont besoin de 
masser encore plus de 
troupes de choc en Arabie 
Saoudite et ailleurs. Li. 
Vequation avec I'lrak n’est 
pas encore trouvde. C’est 
du moins ce qu'af&rme le 
secretaire amSricain a la 
« defense*. lorsqu’il estime 
ndeessaire la poursuite du 
dgploiement des forces , 
tant que la si /nation 
Lexigera! voi/i une source 
de souti, une de plus, pour 
ceux qui sont appelSs i 
honorer la facture de ce 
rappel a l’ordre regional, 
voire international. 

Reste a dire que tous les 
calculs politiques dans cette 
rdgjon risquent d'itre 
corrigds (multiplies par 
deux?) depuis la 
normalisation des relations 
irako-iraniennes, apnis des 
! anndes d’une guerre qui a 
| fait un nombre incalculable 
| de wetimes... 

Ayman Masannat 


Jean-Marc Bordes 


Liberia. Le Liberia a denx presidents auto-proclam 6s, et au moins 

deux autres hommes pr6tendent k la direction de ce petit pays aprfes 
Fassasssmat du president Samuel Doe dimanche dernier. L’anden 
offider Prince Johnson s’est proclame president dimanche apris que 
ses maquisards eurent bless6, capture puis execute le president 
Samuel Doe. Une proclamation ccmtest6e aussi t6t par le chef de ce 


Taufre 6 c ces ^presidents*, ne serait-ce que parce que le rebelle et ses 
quelques centaines de maquisards ne contr&lent que le port et un 
qnarhr.r de la capitale, tandis que le general n'a plus sous son 


Conference. Des representants de plus de 120 partis et organisations 
arabes sont depuis samedi, et pour trois jours, reunis k la cite des 
sports d’ Amman pour d£battre de la crise du Golfe. Cette confer- 
ence, organisde par le Rassemblement democratiquc national arabe 
jordanien, qui regroupe depuis le mois de juillet les forces de gauche 
do royaume, a 6t6 ouverte offidellement hier par le roi Hussein. 
Parmi les participants, on notera la presence de MM. Nayef 
Hawatmeh et George Habash, leaders respectifs du Front D6mocra- 
tique de Ubdration de la Palestine (FDLPj.ct du Front Populaire de 
Ubyration de la Palestine (FPLP), denx des principales factions d_e 
1’OLP. Les deux hommes, qui n*£taient plus venus k Amman depuis 


contrfile que la rdsidence prdsideutielle et ses aboids. Us sont tous 1970, pronent un rfeglement global des conflits du Moyen-Orient. 
deux encerd& par les forces d’un autre chef rebelle, Fanden haut Pour George Habash, l’absence d’un tel teglement sous 1’dgyde de la 

fonctionnaire Charles Taylor, qui a conquis la quasi-totality du pays communauty Internationale pourrait rfveiller un sentiment de 

avec phisieurs millicrs de maquisards. Pendant ce temps, le profes- «iygmmity re volutionnaire* au sein des masses arabes pour atteindre 


fonctionnaire Charles Taylor, qui a conquis la quasi -totality du pays 
avec phisieurs millicrs de maquisards. Pendant ce temps, le profes- 
seor Amos Sawyer aurait regu I’investiture offideuse de la Com- 
.’ miwuH ity yconomique des Etats de I’Afriquc de l’Onest (CEDEAO). 
pour dinger ie gouvernement provisoire qu’elle tente d ’installer 


Vous ycrivez? 

Si la plume vous d&nange, que vous ycrivez en frangais... 
“Le Jourdam” vous ouvre ses deux pages hebdomadaires. 
Vos id6es de sujets, locanx et rygionaux, comme vos 
suggestions y sont les bienvenues. 

Jean-Marc Bordes, Reach section, Jordan Times. 
P.O. Box mo. T& 667171. 


leurs objectify. 

JEUNE HOMME MAITRISE LE- 
FRANCAIS 

Jordanien, ne en 1959. c6libataire, partant le frangais et 
Tanglais. Qualifications: 1-Certrficat en topographie 
(France’1981), 2-Dipldme en Hotel Management and 
Tourisme (Suisse-1989). Cherche un travail, de prefer- 
ence selon ses experiences, dans le cadre de manage- 
ment, marketing, relations publiques. 

Pour une interview, Ocrire SVP fr Had! AJLOUNI, 
P.O. Box 141194, Amman, Tel. 639272. 


Suire a notrcarticle "de diman- 
che dernier, intituiy «Confyrence 
au CERMOC; le faux probl6me 
de l’invasion du Koweit>», Ie Cen- 
tre d’Etudes et de Rechercbes sur 
Ie Moyen-Orient Contemporain 
(CERMOC), nous a dr esse la re- 
marque suivante, que nous 
faisons ndtre sans ryserve: 

Le titre de cet article est un 
titre joumalistique qui rysume, 
certes, ce que les auditeurs au- 
ront pu retenir de cette confyr- 
ence, mais qui ne doit pas etre 
confondu avec I’iotituiy de la la 
table ronde, ddfini par le CER- 
MOC, qui ytait «Les consequ- 
ences possibles de la crise du 
Golfe#. 

Le CERMOC precise en outre 
que les propos tenus k cette table 
ronde n'engagent que ceux qui les 
ont tenus et que le CERMOC, en 
tant qu'Insitut sdentifiqne, ne 
saurait emettre qnelque opinion 
que ce soil, sur ce problfeme ou 
sur un autre. 


meat qui doit renouveler sa con- 
fiance au gouvertkement chaque 
annye.»* 

La censure exist e en Jordanie, 
mais elle s’exerce plus, aujour- 
d’hui, dans un sens moral et 
religieux que dans un sens politi- 
que. La victoire des Fr£res 
Musulmans, lore des yiections de 
novembre 1989, a r6v6iy la sensi- 
bility de nombreux Jordaniens k 
ces pro blames. «Nous nous de- 
vons de ne pas les heurten*, 
explique Radi Al-Khas. 

La tyiyvision jordanienne 6vo- 
lue beaucoup ces demiers temps, 
et les progrds les plus spectaeu- 
laires sont encore k venir. 


Jordanie-OLP. Le chef de l’OLP, Yasser Arafat, a qui tty Amman 
mercredi soir au terme d’une brhve visite, qui est sa premiere depuis 
1 ‘invasion, ie 2 aout, du Koweit par ('Irak. Au count de sa visite, le 
dirigeant pales tin ien a procydy avec le roi Hussein 4 un dchange de 
vues sur les efforts dyploy6s pour une solution politique arabe k la 
crise du Golfe. 

Camps. Le Comity international de la Croix-Rouge (CICR) a 
ouvert mercredi le camp de transit d'Azrak et a commencd 4 y 
recevoir plusieurs miliers de personnes en provenance du poste 
frontiere de Shalaan 1. L’ouverturc de ce camp avail 616 retardde 
parce que le premier site choisi pour son installation se trouvait au 
dessus d’une nappe phreatique utiliste pour 1'approvisonnement en 
eau de la capitale jordanienne. Le CICR restera present k Shalaan 1, 
qui va devenir un centre d’aiguillage des personnes en transit, oik 
dies recevront une aide mydicale. 

Accident. Dix personnes ont trouvy la mort et 12 autres ont &y 
blessyes dans une collision, vendredi, entre un car transportant des 
yvacuys Srilankais de Roweished k Azrak et un camion-dteme. Les 
blesses ont acbeminys par un h£licopt&re de I’annee jordanienne 
vers la city mydicale du roi Hussein, k Amm an. 

Helsinki. Les Etats-Unis et FUnion soviytique ont affirm6 dimanche 
k Helsinki leur «unity» face & la crise du Golfe, exigeant la mise es 
ceuvre intygrale des resolutions de I’ONU. Le ^resident soviytique, 
Mikhail Gorbatchev a soulignd qu’une action militaire pravoqu6e par 
ITrak serait «une tragedie*. «I1 ne va pas nous diviser, comme il ne va 
pas diviser les autres pays, a souligntS pour sa part son bomologue 
amCricaui George Bush, pari ant de Saddam Hussein. Dans on 
communique commun publi6 k Tissue du somxnet, les deux super- 
grands se sont dydarys pr£ts k «envisager, dans le cadre des 
Nations- Unies, des mesures supple men taires» contre 1’lrak si les 
mesures dyj k prises dchouaient. 

Seconrs. Reconnaissant que I’envoi de nouniture aux populations 
civiles d’lrak et du Koweit pourrait s'avyrer n6cessaire, notamment 
pour les enfants de moins de 15 ans et pour les femmes enceintes, le 
Conseil de Sycurity de I’ONU a adopte vendredi une rdsolution 
autorisant, dans ce cas, de tels envois, sous l’ygyde et le contrdle des 
Nations-Unies, de la Croix-Rouge intemationale et des autres 
organisations humanitaires. Cette resolution est assortie du rappel 
que c’est au Conseil de Sycurity, en collaboration 6ventuelle avec le 
comity de sanctions, de dyfinir si le; conditions humanitaires 
nycessitant ces envois sont, oui ou non, reunjes en Irak et au Koweit. 

GratuiL Le president irakien Saddam Hussein a proposy lundi de 
foumir gratuirement du pytrole irakien aux pays du Tiers-Monde qui 
en feraient la demande. Dans un appei k la solidarity anti- 
impyrialiste, il a invite les pays concern 6s & faire connaitre leurs 
besoins auptes de I’lrak, ajoutant qu’ils devront assurer eux-mSmes 
et a leurs frais le transport du pytrole si Bagdad s'avfere incapable de 
le faire. En teponse, le porte-parole de la Maison-Blanche a rappely 
que les sanctions de I’ONU «concemenr egalement le pytrole, k 
quelque prix que ce soit» et a ajoute que cette offre momrait que M. 
Hussein «£tait (tesespyre*. 

Proces. L’agence officielle d’information irakienne a annoned 
vendredi que le roods* in tente au prysident amyricain George 
Bush devant un «tribunal populaire* irakien s'ouvrira le 15 octobre. 
Ce proeds est intenty k Timtiative de 1’ordre des avocats irakiens pour 
juger, selon lui, «les crimes contre Thumanite et contre les peuples 
qui aspirent k la liberty* du prysident Bush. Une annonce qui suit de 
quelques jours le vote par Ie Synat amyricain d'une resolution 
demandant que le chef de I’Etat irakien Saddam Hussein soit 
poursuivi comme -.criminel de guerre* si les hostifitys 6taient 
ddclenchdes dans le Golfe. La resolution reproche au leader irakieh 
d’avoir *vioiy les normes de comportement dvilisy en mettant en 
danger volontairement les vies de dvils ytrangere au Koweit et en 
Irak*. _ _ ! 

' . i ... . - ' 

Jihad. La prus haute instance de thdologiens musulmans en Irak, ie 
-Conseil des grands Uldmas*, a promulgud mercredi une Fatwa 
(dycrer religieux) appelant tous les musulmans au Jihad (guerre 
sainte) afin d’6caner les dangers ymanant de la presence amdricaine 
en Arabie Saoudite. Le mime jour en Iran, le guide de la Rypublique 
islamique, l'ayatollah Ali Khamenei, a assimiiy le combat contre la 
-politique hygdraoniste des Etats-Unis* dans le Golfe k une -guerre 
sainte^ et a invite les musulmans & oommencer cette guerre «de leur 
propre grd et pour la gloire de Dieu*. 

Koweit. Le prince hinder et Premier ministre koweitien, cheikh 
Saad, a regu pendant prfes d'une heure trente k Paris les ambas- 
sade urs arabes accriditds en France, a P exception de Pambassadeur 
d'lrak. Les ambassade urs ou chargds d’affaires des huit pays qui 
n’ont pas explidtement condamnd l'invasion irakienne du Koweit 
(Aigdrie, Libye, OLP, Mauritanie, Soudan, Jordanie, Tunisie et 
Yemen) dtaient dgalement prdsents. Cheikh Saad, qui avait dtd regu 
iundi par le president frangais et le Premier ministre Michel Rocard, 
se trouvait ia semaine demiere k Rome, alors que se tenait une 
rdunion extraordinaire des ministres des Affaires Etrangferes de la 
CEE consacr£e k la crise du Golfe. D a affirm£ qu’il regagnerait Taef 
avec le sentiment d’avoir obtenu de la France, de PItalie et de la CEE 
tout l’appui politique que le Koweit souhaitait. 

Visites. Le secretaire d’Etat amyricain James Baker a eu vendredi 
des entre tie ns avec le prysident Hafez al -Assad k Damas, pour 
s 'assurer que ie dirigeant syrien restera ferine dans son opposition k 
l’invasion du Koweit par Plrak. Vingt-quatre heures plus tard, le 
president syrien partait pour T6hyran, oii il dev ait rencontrer Ie guide 
de la Rypublique islamique, Ali Khamenei. 

D6 valuation. Le Shekel, la monnaie israilienne, a perdu lundi 2,8% 
par rapport au dollar qui coilte d6sormais 2,08 Shekels contre 2,02 
ptecy detriment, & la suite d’un reamynagement mortetaire intervenu 
la veille. La tu 6 e, depuis Ia crise du Golfe, des Isra&Iiens -particuliers 
et soctetes- sur les devises ytrangyres, le renchyrissement du pytrole 
et Parrivye massive des juifs soviytiques en Israeli depuis le d5but de 
Pannye ont conduit k cette dyvaluation. Le ministre isra6!ien des 
finances prepare actuellement un syvfere plan d 'austerity pour contrer 
ces facteurs nygatifs. 

Pakistan . Les nouvelles autoritys du Pakistan ont officiellemenl 
potty plainte lundi contre Ie Premier ministre dychu Bynazir Bhutto 
pour abus de pouvoir. Mme Bhutto est poursuivie devant un tribunal 
spycial de Karachi qui a pouvoir de disqualifier pendant sept ans dejla 
vie publique toute personnalite politique reconnue coupable de 
malversations. 

2 pins 4. Les representants des deux Etats allemands et des quatre 
vainqueurs de la Seconde guerre mondiale (2 plus 4) ont sigpy^ 
mercredi k Moscou, un traity mettant offidellement fin k la dtaatioq 
hyritee de la guerre eu AUemagne. Le traite ptevoit le retablissement 
de la souverainety de PAllemagne dans ses frontiyres a ctuel! es et le 
dypart de son sol des troupes soviytiques en quatre ans m aximu m . IJ 
ytablit ygalement un certain nombre d’engagements contraignants 
la part de PAllemagne, essentiellement pour limiter sa puissance 
militaire. 

Tennis. L f Amyricain Pete Sampras, tete de syrie No 12, a remportd 
la finale du simple messieurs des intemationaux de tennis -des 
Etats-Unis en battant en trois sets, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2, son compatriots 
Andre Agassi (No 4), dimanche dernier k Flushing Meadow. Pen* 
Sampras jouait sa premiere finale d’un touraoi du Grand Chelem: 
Agy de 19 ans et 28 jours, 0 est devenu le plus jeune vainqueur de 
PUS Open. j 

Budget. En reponse k la crise du Golfe, le gouvernement frangais a 
adopte mercredi en conseil des ministres un projet de budget pour 
1991 , qui ptevoit une reduction de ses d^penses de 8 milliards de FF 
( 1 ^ milliards de dollars) par rapport k ses previsions initiates du 
d6but de im : 

Corse. Un groupe clan des tin corse, in conn u jusqu'A ces jonrs-d, a 
revendiquy mercredi matin quatre nouveaizx attentats A la bom be 
perpytres dans la auh en Corse, ce qui porte k huit le nombre 
d ’attentats qu’Q a cominis en moins d’une semaine dans cette fie 
frangaise de la Myduerranee. Les attentats, perpyctes contre quatre 
agences bancaires de Bastia, out Cte revendiquys par telephone A 
J’AFP par P«Aimye de libyration natjonale de la Corse*. Aucune 
victime n'a 6te signaI6e. 




K6niz6 Mourad, journalist© et romanciSre 

La plus romanesque 
des histoires vraies 


KEnlzE Mourad est journallste et romanc&re. Pen- 
dant donze ans, die a travaDK conune grand 
reporter sp&iatisl dans les affaires dn Moyen- 
Orient et do sous-contment indien. En 1987, eQe a 
public cfaez Robert LaCfont «De la part de la 
princesse morte», nn roman qni a comm on sneers 


formidable (1,5 mOtion d’exempteircs). 11 a re$n 
favQrabfement par les critiques anammes et a && 
tradidt en trdze langnes. De passage & Amman poor 
one mission joumafistique, K6nz£ Monrad a r£pon- 
dn aux questions dn «Joardain» snr son best-seller 
inhabftuel et sur sa carrKrt. 


Le Jourdain: Le lecteur dans 
les pays arabes n'a pas encore 
en Toccasion de lire votre 
roman. Pouvez-vous nous le 
rEsumer? 


KEnizE Mourad: Cest une his-’ 
toire authendque qui com- 
mence en 1918 4. la cour du 
dernier sultan de 1'Empire 
ottoman. Selma a sept ans 
quand eQe voit s’Ecrouler cet 
empire qui a fait trembler 
1'Europe. CondamnEe k Peril, 
la famiUe impEriale s'instaQe 
au Liban. Selma, qui a perdu 
k la fois son pays et son pEre, 


attacbEe & l’bistoire turque. 
Du cdt E de mon pBre, indien, 
e'est la famin e Zay’di, du Ye- 
men, dont une branefae s’est 
install 6e en Inde. Cest sans 
doute parce que je ressens la 
psychologic orientale de I’in- 
tErieur que je comprends 
mieux les probl&mes du 
Proche-Orient et que je peux 
faire mieux mon travail de 
journaliste spEcialisEe dans 
cette region du monde. 


tal). Conune' cTautres qm sont 
dams la mfime situation, j’es- 
saie de faire un lien entre ces 
deux mondes qui se compren- 
nent si mal. D’od les guerres 
et les drames que nous voyons 
constamment, notamment ces 
jours-ci. 


LJ: Comment expliquez-vous 
le succEs de votre roman «De 
la part de la princesse morte»? 


y sera la «princesse aux bas 
reprisEs*. Cest k Beyrouth 


reprisEs*. Cest k Beyrouth 
qu’elle gran dir a et reocon- 
trera son premier amour, un 
jeune chef dmze; amour bien- 
tdt brisE. Selma acoeptera 
alors d’Epouser un Rajah in- 
dien qu’elle n’a jamais vu. 
Aux lodes, elle vivra les fastes 
des Maradjahs, les demiers 
jours de Tempire britannique 
et la lutte pour 1’indEpend- 
ance, menEe par Gandhi. 
Mais IS, co mine au Liban, elle 
reste «TEtrangEre». RejetEe 
par ce peuple qu’elle s’Etait 
p j k aimer, elle s’enfuira k 
sis. Elle y trouvera enfin le 
veritable amour. La guerre 
Ten sEparera et elle mourra 
dans la misEre, k 29 ans, aprEs 
avoir dounE naissance k une 
EQe. Cette Elle e’est moi, 
I : auteur de ce r6dt. 


LJ: N’est-2 pas difficile de 
condlier le travail joumalisti- 
que avec celui de romander? 
Comment et quand 1’Ecriture 
romanesque vous a-t-eQe ten- 
tie? 


LJ: De quelle nationality vous 
sentez-vous? Turque, Indien- 
ne ou Frangaise? 


KM: MEme si j'ai une Educa- 
tion intellectuelle frangaise, 
sentimental ement je me sens 
plutOt «tiers-mon<uste» et en 
particulier «moyen-. 
orientals*. Du cdtE de ma, 
mEre, je suis Turque et je suis 


KM: J’ai commencE k vouloir 
Ecrire des romans quand je 
couvrais la rEvoIution islami- 
que en Iran et au cours du 
siEge de Beyrouth en 1982. Ce 
qui se passait relevait tene- 
ment de la grande EpopEe, 
avec des drames sodaux et 
psychologiques dont on ne 
peut pas parier en profoudeur 
dans les quotidiens ou m£me 
dans les hebdomadaires... 
J’avais envie d’aller plus loin, 
et je me suis rendue compte 
que je ne pouvais pas faire 
comprendre aux lecteurs 
europEens les problEmes et les 
mentalitEs des pays du 
Moyen-Orient par des articles 
mais que je pouvais le faire 
beaucoup mieux par des 
livres. Les EvEnements ont 
leurs sources, Enalement, 
dans les psychologies et les 
structures social es. Si on Ecrit 
sur les EvEnements comme on 
le fait dans les journaux, alors 
on n'explique pas grand 
chose. 

JPaile privBEge d’appartenir 
en njSme temps . ..k deux, 
mondes (occidental et orien- 



j’ai fouillE tons les dEtaQs, non 
settlement de la vie ex- 
tErienre, mais aussi de la 
psychologic de ces sodEtEs k 
cette Epoque. Poor y aniver, 
j'ai In les journaux de l'Epo- 
que, j'ai visztE le musEe bri- 
tannique, la bibliotbfeque 
rationale turque, la grande 
bibliothEaue nationale de 
New-DeQu... Par aiOcurs, j'ai 
i nterview E mill e peisonnes de 
d ifTEr e n t s pays. J’ai mis deux 
ans et demi k rEaliser ce tra- 
vail de documentation et d'in- 
terview, et un an et demi k 
rEdiger le roman. 


U: NTaurait-fl pas EtE phis 
«objcctif» que ce soit quel- 
qu’un d’autre qui Ecrive le 
roman? 


Kinize Mourad, 
b DDe de b princesse. 


KM: Le succEs est dfi k plu- 
sieurs facteurs. D’abord, Hns- 
toire de ma mEre est trEs 
romanesque et je n’aurais 
j amais osE inventer quelque 
chose d’aussi romanesque. Ce 
fait a passionnE les lecteurs. 
Mais e’est le cdtE superfkael, 
car le succEs vient du fait que 
les gens sont entrEs dans des 
civilisations qui leur Etaient 
inconnues de I’intErieur. Us 
ont appzis des choses sur ce 
monde d’une fagon a ia fois 
profonde et fadle. Lorsqu'un 
livre est de qualitE et qu’fl 
s’appuie sur une Enorme 
documentation , 3 devient ac- 
cessible au- grand public. - 
J’ai travaulE beaucoup et 


KM: J'avais des ElEments sur 
la vie et le caractEre de ma 
mEre. IJ me manquait 
beaucoup de choses, parfois 
contradictoires. Je n’ai pu 
Ecrire ce livre qu’en me met- 
tant dans la peau de ma mEre. 
Parfois des choses me 
venaient -je ne savais pas 
comment- conune des Evi- 
dences. Je les Ecrivais. AprEs 
la sortie du livre, j'ai iegu 
beaucoup de lettres de gens 

r avaient connu ma mEre. 

disaient e'est formidable 
comme cela correspond k la 
rEalitE. 

CdtE historique, je crois 


qu’on n’a jamais Ecrit sur la 
nn de Tempire ottoman de 
I’intErieur. J'ai appris rEcem- 


ment que «De la part de la 
princesse morte» est enseignE 
k 1’universitE de Harvard 
(USA) aux Etudiants de 
Sciences-Politiques, spErial- 
isEs dans le Moyen-Orient. 


Propos recaeflfis 

par Saldman Swrfra 


Sans blague! 

Le sommet d’Helsinki comme si vous y Etiez 


Readllps, chef instructeur k I’Ecole des sourds-rauets, se les deux homines, il put snivre toote leur conversation en 


trouvalt par hasard k Helsinki dimanche dernier. Muni «lisant» le mouvement des levres de Bush et de son 


de puissants binoculaires, 3 prit position sur le toit d’un interprEtre (vous aurez sans doute devinE que Readlips 

batiment situE juste en face de 1'anden palais royal, lieu connaissait jbien Panglais mais pas un seul mot de rosse). 


de la reunion au sommet entre Bush et Gorbatchev. A Void une partie de cette conversation, 
travers ia baie vitree du salon dans laquelle se reunirent 


--Dites George, pourquoi 
avez-vous tarn insist^ pour tenir 
cene conference si precipitera- 
ment? 


-Oui, bien sur. Mais comment 
comptez-vous traiter avec I’lrak, 
au point ou en sont arrivEes vos 
relations avec Saddam? 


-Eh bien. parce que les princes 
du peirole. ainsi d ’ail leurs que 
Moubarak et d'autres, commen- 
cent a s'impatienter. Les princes 
ont dEja deboursE plusieurs 
dizaines de milliards dans 1’espoir 
de deloger au plus vite Saddam 
do Koweit. Comme ils sentent 
que les choses commencent a 
trainer, ils insistent pour que nos 
forces attaquent. Pour sauver la 
face, je n'ai pas trouvE mieux que 
de tenir cette conference. Je vais 
pouvoir leur dire que vous vous 
eles absolument oppose A la guer- 
re mais que j'ai obtenu votre 
approbation sur Ie r enforce meet 
du blocus. 

-Etes vous sur que les princes 
du pEtrole veulent vraiment 
qu’une guerre soit dEdenchEe? 
Ne leur avez-vous pas expliquE 
que tous leurs milliards (sept- 
cents. si mes informations sont 
exactes) pourraient ne pas suffire 
k couvrir le rout d'une telle aven- 
ture? 


-Chaque chose en son temps, 
rorby. L' important pour le mo- 


-Eh tnen . cher Gorby, j'aimer- 
ais d'abord corriger vos informa- 
tions. Ces princes-lii avaient bien. 
avant la crise. sept cents mil- 
liards. Depuis, ce montant a bien 
diminuE. De toute faqon. les 
princes ne regardent pas du tout 4 
la dEpense. Ce qu'ils veulent e'est 
fairs tomber Saddam a n'importe 
quel prix. quitte a hypothEquer 
toute leur production' pEtroliEre. 
pour les dix ans. voire les vingt 
ans a venir. 


-Revenons a nos moutons, 
George. Puisque vous n'avez pas 
l'intention de faire la guerre, 
pourquoi n’avez-vous pas saisi 
nocre proposition de tenir une 
conference Internationale sur le 
Moyen-Orient, proposition que 
iaf laisse le soin k ChevemadzE 
d'annoncer il y a queiques jours? 

-Permettez-moi de vous dire. 
Gorby. que vous avez commis IE 
une erreur monumentale! Pour- 
quoi done voulez-vous assorier la 
France, la Chine et la Grande- 
Bretagne k une telle confErence! 
N'avions-nous pas convenu k 
Washington que ie Moyen-Orient 
devai: Tester propriElE amEr- 
icaine exclusive? 


Gorby. L'important pour le mo- 
ment est que les E tats- Unis arri- 
ve m 4 contrdler complEtement le 
pEtrole du Moyen-OrienL Vous y 
gagnerez, d'ailleurs! 

-Fran ch ement. George, je ne 
vois pas comment! 

-Cher Gorby. quand tout le 
pEtrole du Moyen-Orient sera 
sous noire controle, nous rEgler- 
ons la production de fagon 4 faire 
augmenter peu 4 peu les prix. 
Comme vous etes exporta tear de 
brut et de gaz, ga vous fera des 
rentrEes inespErEes en devises, 
dont vous avez tant besoin. 

-La, George, je ne comprends 
plus rien! Votre pays est le plus 
gros importateur de brut et de gaz 
et vous me dites que vous com- 
ptez faire grimper les prix du 
pEtrole! 

-Vieux Gorby. ne vous en 
faites surtout pas pour nous! 
Nous prendrons tout le pEtrole 
dont on aura besoin pour rien. 
Nous prendrons Egalement une 
bonne partie des recettes prove- 
na nt de la vente du pEtrole aux 
autres pays, en Echange de nos 
yieux stocks d'annes fdevenus 
in utiles depuis qu'on est devenus 
copains tous les deux). Ceux qui 
feront les frais de 1 'augmentation 
des prix. ce serom surtout les 
pays du MarchE Commun et le 
Japon. n faut avouer que ces pays 
sont devenus Econoraiquement 
tiEs florissants et 3 est grand 
temps qu’on commence 4 leur 
mettre des batons dans les roues. 


-La Gran de-Bretagne, elle, va 
profiler de I'augmentation des 
prix du pEtrole. Ca ne vous in- 


quire pas un peu? 

-La Grande-Bretagne a dEj4 
beaucoup souffert de la politique 
incofaErente de cette vieille hys- 
t Eri que qu'est Maggy. Demons 4 
cette dame Toccasion de gagner 
les prochaines Elections. D’iri 
cinq ans, elle rEussira sans doute 
4 transformer tous les Britanni- 
ques en hooligans! 

-Mais d'autres pays souffriront 
aussi de Taugmentation du prix 
du brut. 

-Je sais bien. En ce qui con- 


ceme les pays d’Europe de Test, 
ce sont les pays de la Com- 
munautE EuropEenoe qui vont les 
avoir sur Ie dos. N’Etait-ce pas 14 
votre intention lorsque vous avez 
acceptE si magnanimement de 
leur donner leur libertE? Quant 
aux pays du Tiers-Monde, eh 
bien qu'ils crEvent! Ca ies 
obligera peut-Etre 4 limiter leurs 
naissances, ce qui ne serait pas si 
mauvais! De toute fagon. lorsque 
leurs populations commenceront 
4 mounr de faim, on pourra 
to u jours leur envoy er on peu de 
farine et de iait en poudre. 

-Ca me semble tenir. Autre 
chose, main tenant qu'on essaie 
de redorer le Mason de TONU, 
ne pensez-vous pas qu’il est de- 
venu grand temps de rEsoudre les 
qu«mons . palestmienne et liba- 
naise? 

-A vous parier franefaement. 
j’aimerais bien pouvoir rEsoudre 
le problEme palestimen. IsraEl 
commence 4 nous couter de phis 
en plus cher (prEs de sept mil- 
liards rien que pour TannEe en 
cours) et, en Echange. eDe ne 
nous rapporte prariquement phis 
rien main tenant, que des prob- 
lEmes. A propos. ne pourriez- 
vous pas retarder ma peu Tem- 
migraxion des Juifs de votre pays 
vers Israel? 

-Ah non! Vous savez trEs bien 
que les Juifs out tou jours consti- 
tuE une cinquiEme colonue cfaez 
nous et, entre nous, nous sounnes 
tous bien contents de les voir 
partir! Mais pourquoi me 
demandez-yous cela? 

-Je ne vois plus aucun intErEt 4 
augmenter la population juxve en 
Israel. Au contraire. ga va nous 
couter encore plusieurs milliards 
supplEmentaires. Je vais voir si 
on ne peut pas achemixier vos 
emmi grants vers I’Astralie ou 
vers les Maionines. 

-Pourquoi ne les prendriez- 
vous pas cfaez vous? 

-Ah non merri! Nous avons 
dEj4 plus de buit nnffions de Juifs 
Chez nous, et franebemeut on 
aurait mieux aimE ne pas en avoir 
du tout! Pour en revcair an prob- 
lEme palestmien, je vous disais 
tout a Theme qu Israel n’Etait 
plus rentable. Elle devra pouvoir 
sc dEbrouiller toute seule et 
apprendre 4 ne plus compter sur 


nous. Le seul moyen d’en arriver 
14 est qu'elle fasse, coute que 
coOte. la paix avec ses voisins. 
J’ai la ferine intention d’exercer 
les pressions nEcessaires pour en 
arriver 14. 

-Le lobby juif vous en 
empEchera certainement! 

-Ce fameux lobby juif! Eh 
bien. on le brisera s'il le faut. 
Business is business. Ne croyez- 
vous pas qoe les intErEts d’une 
petite minoritE doivent etre sub- 
ordonnEs 4 ceux d’une grande 
puissance? 

-Pour en revenir au GoUe... 

-0 vaodndt mieux laisser train- 
er les choses encore queiques 
semaines pour deux raisons: la 
prem iE rc est qu*3 faut nous don- 
ner encore un peu de temps pour 
dEIester ies princes du pEtrole de 
quekmes milliards, tant qu'ils res- 
tent disposEs 4 payer, la seconde 
est qu’il faut laisser au Koweit le 
temps de se vider complEtement 
de tous les Etrangers qui y 
vivaienL Un pays vidb, prfit 4 
absorber deux ou trots milions 
d*habitants. pourrait s'avErer 
d'une grande utilitE dans une 
solution gk>bale des problEmes 
intriquEs du Moyen-OrienL 

-Croyez-vous que vos cent nol- 
le hosunes pourremt tenir dans 
Ies dEserts a Arabic encore plu- 
sieurs semaines? 


-Vous me dEcevez 14. vieux 
Gorby! Si nous avons annoncE 
avoir cent mfll e bommes danc {a 
rEgjon. e'est Men pour les besoins 
des factor es que nous envoyoos 
aux princes au pEtrole! Je me 
demande ce que font vos services 
cfespionnage si vous ne connais- 
sez pas le notnbre exact d’hotn- 
mes que noos avons 14-bas! Mais, 
qua qu’il en soit, toutes nos 
forces serom gradueQement rem- 
placEes par des forces Egyptieo- 
oes, paJostanaises ou bengalaises. 
Quant aux cadres, on les re- 
cruzera en IsraEl- Cela permettra 
4 tout Ie monde de se faire un peu 
de sons! 


-Le nombre que m'ont com- 
muniquE mes services de ren- 
seignement Elait teUement faible 
que J’ai prEfErE que vous me le 


Enfants au cinema 

Compagnons a couteaux tirfe 


•Le deuxiEme film prEsentE au festival du QnEma 
frangais, Je suis Ie se%Denr du chateau (1989), mErite 
attention. 

REalise par REgis Wargnier, le film, -prEsentE an Centre 
culturel royal, le mardx 18 septembre- ddcrit la rencontre de 
deux gargons prE-adoIescents et de caractEres o^tosEs. 
Thomas Breaud, fils de chStelain, a une nature hautaine et 
viricuse. La nature de Charles Vernet, fils de la gouver- 
nante du premier, est gEnEreuse et sensible k la violence. 
PoussE k bout, 3 ne manque pourtant pas de courage et fait 
preuve de malignitE. Thomas est riche, Charles pauvre. 
Leurs rapports constituent le sujet du film. 

Renfor^nt cette conjugaison troublEe, les deux enfants 
partagent un terrible manque: celui de parents absents. Le 
pEre de Charles est disparu; la mEre de Thomas est mortc. 
Us sont remplacEs, dans un arrangement estival, par le 
ch&telain (Jean Rochefort) et la gouvemante (Dominique 
Blanc). L’amour et Ia rationalitE des grands sont constam- 
ment min 6s par les brusques irruptions des gargons. 
DominEs par leur amour pour les enfants. Os se trouvent 
EcartelEs entre des sentiments contraires. Quand les deux 
adultes dEcideront de se marier, les consEquences seront 
tragiques. 

Drame psychologique bien jouE. Ie film de Wargnier 
veut montrer qu’3 y a des sentiments irxemplagables dans 
toute vie. quelle que soit TEvolution des circonstances. 
Wargnier (scEnariste avec Alain Le Henry) a un sens trEs 
fin des accords et des trahisons auxquels les gosses sont 
confrontEs et se serf du dEcor pour approfondir notre 
connaissance de leur psychologie. Il fait valoir les lieux du 
chateau et du bois qui Tentoure. Chacun est un domaine ou 
un des gargons se sent maitre. Peu k peu, on prend 
conscience de la dEpendance du plus hautain, tandis que 
Charles, d’apparence timide et rEservEe, se rEvEle le plus 
indEpendant. Pour mettre en valeur ces Evolutions, REgis 
Wargnier adopte une technique trEs puissante. La violence 
va crescendo et chaque pointe est suivie d'une sEquence au 
ralenti qui dEJfoint TEvolution psychologique de ces quatre 
personnages en situation de crise intense. 

Le jeu naturel de REgis Arpin (Thomas Breaud) et de 
David BEhar (Charles Vernet). captE par l’EIEgant et ludde 
cadrage de Frangois Catonne, nous aide k avoir une vue 


absolument nette des moyens parfois physiques (combats k 
1’epEe) ou psychologiques (rappels mutuels au parent 
disparu) qui sont 1’enjeu de leurs joutes cruel) es et des 
sentiments effrayants qu'ils dEcouvrent. 

Un film de style et de substance. 


Sami Kamal 
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Pem tore. Une artiste contemportaine prEsente ses tableaux au 
Centre Culturel Frangais. Peistre des signes, des traces, des 
mEmoires. son langage pictural fait revivre les langages de civilisa- 
tions disparu es. Ni abstraite ni figurative, mais «matiEriste», Yo 
Marcband sculpte sa peinture autant qu'elle la print. Ses oeuvres 
appellent autant le toucher que Ie regard, comme une Ecriture Braille 
venue des temps les plus anciens pour les aveuglec Tie nous sommes. 
Centre Coltnrd Frangais, jnsqa'A la On dn moh. 


Mots croisGs 


ABCDEFGHI J 



Hcrfzfi-ataViueut. 

I: appiEdri par le phis g ra n d 
nomore. Z: petit* d*otas; prooom 
praonneL 4: toujour* plus; e'est le 
premier qui coOtc. 5: people les 
fortn; en tenue d*Adais. 
oochonaes; comptE en notnbre 
cTanndes. 7: de bonne beure; 
source d'fnnpe. 8; privEs de leur 
Wornt 9i lion romain. 10: piantes 
laxatives; Erodis. 


Verticals omit. 

A: virtuck. B: alternaiif; marque le 
fEmium: C: prudence m grand 

win. D: coutumes; eoondlation. 
E: rEvErences obsEquieuscs. F: 
pEriode; kntilks. G: cjpl en grecr, 
presque. B: le premier dEpute- 
tnent frangais. 1: senna au point 
d'Erooffier. J: prooom peesoaiKl: 
sont prOvOquEcs par les g ro sse s 
chalems. 


Solution des mots c roisds 


Safari Farafa 


U populaires. 2 1 ouisons; te. 4: 
encore; pas. 5: arbre; oil k tmie s; 
lae. 7: tht; pik. 8: internEs. 9: leo. 
10: sines; usas. 


V eitka l ein eaL 

A: potenticb. B: on, be. G prEcas- 
tkn. Ik us; Orion. £: co ui be ce* . 
F: an; en. G: iso; prou. B: Am. I: 
Etrangkra. J: se; soEes. 


FESTIVAL DU FILM 
FRANCAIS 


DIMANCHE 


Trras films sont proposEs cette 
semame par le Centre culturel 
frangais (au Centre culturel 
royal) pour cElEbrer le nouveau 
dnEma frangais. L'annEe 1989 
nous a offert, en effet, des mer- 
vefiles d’Eariture dnEmafographi- 
que- Ses sont compris com- 
me portents d’une jeunesse et 
<fun dnEma qui veulent faire 
bougcr les choses, tout en ednser- 
vant une certaine tradition: 


17B45 - Denver, le dernier dinan- 
sote. Dessin annnE. - 
18U5 - Lyndse est toujouis en 
vadrooiDe. Documentaire. 

18h38 - C4 e'est du tin&na- SEne 

les techniques du canE- 

ma. 

19h00 - Le JournaL 

19M5 - Carnet de notes. Emails de 

masque dasaqae. 


LUNDI 


“Le bean manage". Film 
cTEric Rohmer, avec AndrE Dus- 
solicr et Arielle Dombasle. 
Sabine, Etudiaiite. rompt avec 


18MIS - Les oiseaux dTElEonore. 
Documentaire sur les oiseaux. 
19h00 - Le. Journal. 

19hl5 - Magazine sportif bebdoma- 
daire. 


son amant, un peixrtre qm a fem- 
me et enfant, et dEdde de se 
mazier.. 

Ontre cuttnrd royal, le fcmdl 17 
senten a n e, 4 18b et 20b. 


MARDX 


18hl5 • Kusan, le maitre des neuf 
montagnes. Documentaire sur le tern- 


“Je sols le seigneur dn 
chfltefui". Film de REgis Warg- 
mer, avec Jean Rochefort L’af- 
frontement cruel de deux eufants. 
Voir FOCUS. 

Centre e rn tt ur d royal, k mnfi-U 
aqrtaabre, k 18h et 2 Ml 


S de Kusan, en CorEe du sod. 

i36 - Des driffres et des lettres. 
Jeu. 

19h00 - Le JoumaL 
19hl5 - AujoardTiui en Jordanie: 
magazine local rEalisE et prEsentE par 
Saleh MadL 


“L’enfance de l’art". FOm 
de Francis Girod, avec Qotikle 
Bayser et Michel Bompoli. Une 
annEe de la vie d’une promotion 
(TElEves au conservatoire. 

Centre advd royal, k nwred i 19 
■ ep te mh re, I 18b et 2 Ml 


MERCREDI 


18h05 - Les de L'ocEan. SErie 

documentaire sur la vie sous-marine. 

19faOO - Le JoumaL 

19bl5 - SEiection de musique dasa- 

que. 


Les films sont en irangais el sous- 
titrEs en arabe. Les billets sont dts- 
ponibks an CCF poor 1 dinar. Demi- 
tarif pour In Etudiants. 


JEUDI 


“The Quiet Maun". LTiommage 
de John Ford 4 ITriande, 4 sa 
panvxetE et 4 sa fiertE, que ses 


18h29 - “MbHerisamo”: dessin ani- 
mE. 

18b40 - Des Chiffres et des Lettres. 
Jeu. 

19hO0 - Le JoumaL 

I9hl5 - Reportage sur ia Grande- 

Bretagne. 


Le film montre nn village de 
Galaway 4 travers les yeux d’un 
ex-boxeur amEricain, re venu 
dans son pays natal 4 la recherche 
d’une Eponse. 

Centre k di ma n che 18 

septembre 4 19M0. 


VENDREDI 


%mY|drf . Gr^oiy, 16^ 
ans, adore lefootball mais agace ■ 
son entralneur par son attfoide 
hargneuse lorsque l’Equipe perdL 
Ce dernier dEdde de le renqnacer 
par une jeune die qm vient de 
poser sa candidature. Gregory 
tombe amoureux d’elle, mais, 
timide, n'oselm en parier que sur 
les conseils de sa sceur. 

Centre brltnmriqnr, k nmrafi 19 
aeptembre 4 18b. 


17h25 - **11 Etait une fois un flic”. 
Film, avec Mireflle Dare. Michel 
Constantin et Michael Lonsdale. 
19MB - Le JoumaL 
19hl5 - Les rEvohrtions de I’inlelli- 
gence. SEzre documentaire sur llris- 
mhe de Ta sde n o e r Auf o unThui : fes 1 - 
madnaen4 communiqner: it flEph one," 
tEkgrapbe, etc. ^ 


SAMEDI 


18h05 - Images et rEalitEs. 
Documentaire sur le sens de la vue. 


Aojourd’hui; les oidinateuzs. 
- Le JoumaL 


limOt - Le JoumaL 

I9W5 - AajounJ’hni en France. 

Magazi ne cuhureL 


Hxstoire. SErie documentaire tEIEvisEe en quatre parties sur lTiis- 
toire de la fusion de I’empire de Bourgogne avec celui des Flandres, 
entre 1360 et 1530. Deux denriera Episodes cette semame: «Quuiesle 
TEm6raire> et «Marie de Bourgogne et Marguerite d’Autricbe*. 
Centre caKard Iknagals In 20 et 22 septembre lapeLtlrancBt, 4 16b on sur 


Shakespeare. Projection vidEo dc piEces de Shakespeare filmEes par ^ L 

la BBC Cette semaine: la deuxfeme partie <T«Otello» et «Le roi ■> x / 

Leaz>. 

Centre bri l— d n pe, fc dhmnrba 16 ponrla p gen ii t w plieeetfcaainecH 22 pour 
fa sccoade, 4 17h dans Ies denx as. . 


.i! K 


PANDAS. Le Fonds Mondial pour la Nature (WWF) a 
de m an dE au goxrvemement japonais de ne pas accorder de 


penms d’rmportation 4 deux zoos, en pourparlers avec la 
Chine pour la location de pandas. Q ne teste guEre pins d’un 


mifiier de pandas en Chine, le seul pays oik Ton trouve cet 
animal, qui se reproduit trEs mal en captrvitE. Pour rEpondre k 
un engouement croissant du public pour les pandas, la Chine a 
commencE 3 y a queiques annEes k louer des pands 4 des zoos 
Strangers pour des pEriodes de trois k quatre mois. 


SECURITE. LTtaJie, contrairement k une idEe regue et 
malgrf la montEe enpuissance de la mafia, reste Yxm des pays 
de la COTimunautE EuropEeime oik le notnbre de cranes estle 
plus faible par raopoit k Ia population globale. Avec 2 5 
hottMdts pour 100.000 habitants en 1989, l’ltalie arrive loin 
demere te Luxembourg (11,8 crimes), le Danemark (5^ le 
Portugal (4,5) ou la RFA (4). v 


Probteme N. 2 8 . 


Probteme N. 28. 

Mat avec Ies bfancs en den 


q a 

■oV 



SotaUoo du proNta* N. 27: SotaBon da pmbKme N. 27: 


B. 1M& N. 6-24; B. 27-30; N. Del-fi 
18-20; B. 30-21; N, 4-18; B. 21-7. 
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IMF threatens 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
' ternational Monetary Fund 
10 Ocj- (IMF) wanted Sudan Friday that 
«v JJ 8 * 12 .be kicked out of the 
organisation if it foils to pay the 
group the money it owes. 

Monetary officials denied that 
’23 to h ‘ i the warning was meant to punish 
* 1 Sudan for its criticism of the U.S. 

i military build-up in the Gulf. 

1 the ^ ^ 

“This is a problem that has 
been six years in the making,” 
ov CP ,. I said one official, who declined to 
s be identified. 

Sudan owes the fund about 


SI 3 billion and has been behind 
on its payments since 1984. 

“If Sudan does not resume 
active cooperation with the fond 

in seeking a solution to the prob- country, has remained largely 
lero ... the fund will give consid- sympathetic to Iraq since Bagh- 
e ration to the initiation of further dad’s takeover of Kuwait, but it 


Liberia received a similar warn- 
ing in March for being behind its 
payments. 

Sudan, a poor North African 


Safe 5„ ! 

ht d** * 
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measures (against the country)," 
the IMF sard in a statement. 

Formed some 45 years ago, the 
IMF acts as a sort of policeman 
for the world economy and has 
over 150 member nanony. 

This is only the second time 
that the IMF has warned a coun- 
try that it could be expelled. 


has denied reports that Iraq de- 
ployed troops and missiles m 
Sudan before invading Kuwait. 

The IMF said that the country 
has paid off some of its other 
creditors, even though as a mem- 
ber of the fund it is supposed to 
dear its arrears with the organisa- 
tion first. 


Morris 


.M 1 





Air fares to rise in 
U.S. next month 


NEW YORK (R) — Three major 
Lf.S. airlines said Friday they 
would raise domestic ticket prices 
by 4.2 per cent next month to 
take account of soaring jet fuel 
prices. 

The price increases which will 
afect American Airlines, Con- 
tinental Airlines and USAIR 
came a day after identical mea- 
sures announced by Delta Air 
lines Inc. 

It is the second price increase 
in the struggling U.S. air industry 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait, send- 
ing energy prices sharply higher 
and pressuring airlines' profits. 

The four carriers, which con- 
trol about half of the domestic 
U.S. air market, said travelers 
would pay more to fly starting 
Oct 1. 


Arlington, Virginia- based 
USAIR said it must charge cus- 
tomers more in order to recover 
higher fuel price increases, while 
a spokesman at Houston-based 
Continental noted that fuel costs 
had risen 74 per cent in one 
market 

Thursday, Atlanta-based Delta 
said the carrier’s fuel costs bad 
risen 33 cents a gallon since the 
end of July, representing an in- 
crease of $670 million in annual 
costs. 

All of the major U.S. carriers 
raised prices by 5.3 per cent Aug. 
30, faced with a huge rally in oil 
prices. 

Fuel is an airline's second -big- 

r t expense after labour, with a 
barrel increase in oil resulting 
.in a rise of 11 cents a gallon in jet 
fuel costs. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, September 15, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 


Boy 

657.0 

1245.7 


Sen 

661.0 

1253.2 


Dentsdieinaik 
Sv.iss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dntdi guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (lor 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


418.9 

507.6 
125.2 

480.7 
372.1 
114.6 

56.1 

203.9 


421.4 

510.6 
126.0 

483.6 
374.3 
1153 
56.4 

205.1 


COLOUR T.V. SET NEEDED 

Colour T.V. set 20 inches needed. Must be in excellent condition. 

Please contact 689482 between 8 am. and 2 p.m. 


We announce to ourdients the reopening of 
the 

HOLYLAND CERAMICS 
(pottery) 

on Monday 1 7th of September, 1990 at Nuaimat Commer- 
cial Center - Urn Al Sumaq North, near the Post Office. 

For more information call 822257. 


CD_, 
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CHINA PALACE RESTAURANT 
(Cantonese, Sichuan, Peking, Hunan Style, a f 
Shanghai, Taiwanese Style) ^ 

"SENSATIONAL" 

NEWEST & BEST CHINESE- DECORATED REST. 
Newly renovated and new CHEF, new concept of 
fine dining. 

Every day - Disco - Happy Hour 

Open daily 12:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

"ALL WELCOME “ 

Opp. Commodore Hotel Reservations Tel. 680632 

Al Shmeisanlr Jordan LOWEST PRICES 



CHINA 

PALACE 


‘OPEC win 
stay around’ 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, (AP) — 
OPEC marked its 30th 
anniversary Friday with its top 
official predicting the oil-produc- 
ing organisation would survive 
the Gulf crisis that has badly 
tarnished its image. 

“A world without OPEC is 
unthinkable for as long as oil 
continues to provide the prime 
source of energy," said Subroto, 
secretary-general of the 13-nation 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

“OPEC will stay around. We 
have survived crises before ... 
surely, we’ll survive this also. All 
disputes ultimately get resolved." 
be said in an anniversary message 
carried by the group's OPECNA 
news agency. 

In his statement, Subroto said 
the group's objectives remain 
sound. They include coordinating 
oil policies of member nations, 
steadying the world market, en- 
suring a constant flow of oil re- 
venues to members and maintain- 
ing an adequate supply of crude 
for consumers. 


Rich countries refuse 
to double aid to poor 


PARIS (R) — Wealthy nations 
have agreed to try to lift the 
world's poorest countries out uf 
misery, but failed to meet their 
demands to double financial aid. 

The United States' rejection of 
a fixed aid target forced the 
second United Nations confer- 
ence on the least developed coun- 
tries (LDCs) to compromise Fri- 
day and let wealthy countries set 
their own donations for the rest 
of the century. 

The(LDCs)had asked them to 
spend 0.2 per cent of their gross 
national product (GNP) on aid — 
double the average they got m the 
past decade as they sank deeper 
into debt. 

Dutch Development Minister 
Jan Pronk said the compromise 
on a “menu’' set of options still 
committed donors to raise aid. 
He called it a breakthrough as it 
included the United States which 
had refused any commitment at 
the first conference in 1981. 

“The outcome of the menu is a 
good meal. It has got meat," he 
told the meetiog. 

Disputes on aid and debt relief 
held up the closing session of the 
two-week conference for several 
hours. 

The meeting dropped a request 
to the Paris Club of creditor 
countries to consider writing off 
the LDCs* debts altogether. 

But it urged the Paris Cub to 
consider extending to all LDCs 
the Group of Seven industrialised 
countries* 1988 Toronto agree- 
ment to write off one third, or 
reschedule at preferential rates, 
certain debts of sub-Saharan 
African countries. 

Pronk said countries choosing 
the most generous option pledged 


to spend 'at least 0.2 per cent of 
their GNP on aid. 

Two of the world’s richest 
countries, the United States and 
Japan, merely promised to try to 
increase aid." 

“The good, the bad and the 
ugly,” was how one African dele- 
gate described the options. “Few 
LDCs will be satisfied. The ugly 
will say ugly.” 

Irf 1981 (be United Nations set 
an annual aid target of 0.15 per 
cent of GNP for industrialised 
countries, but few readied it. 

Squeezed between rising debt, 
falling commodity prices and a 
population boom, the LDCs, 
most of them African, have be- 
come ever poorer. 

The average per capita income 
of their 420 mil lion people fell to 
$227. Their number grew from 29 
to 42, including reeently-indepen- 
dent Namibia which joined the 
list Friday. 

“The deterioration in the eco- 
nomic, sociafo and ecological 
situation of most of the LDCs 
during the 1980s is not irreversi- 
ble,” the conference's final dec- 
laration said. 

But delegates said the oil price 
rise caused by the Gull crisis was 
bound to further impoverish the 
LDCs, and Pronk said funds ori- 
ginally earmarked for them 
would now be diverted to the 
Middle East and Eastern Europe. 

Scandinavian countries and the 
Netherlands are among the most 
generous nations. 

The second category are coun- 
tries such as France' and Italy 
which promised to reach the 0.2 
per cent target by the turn of the 
century. The third are those 
which pledged to reach 0.15 per 
cent within five years. 


Inflation in Britain 
jumps above 10% 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher suffered a 
political setback Friday as British 
inflation broke above the psycho- 
logically important 10 per cent 
mark to an eight-year high. 

Financial analysts saw the 
jump, resulting from higher food 
and fuel prices, as a further sign 
of deep-rooted t rouble in the 
Briti s h-e ronom y g. w hi c h »i» Ql rcady - 
straining under high interest 
rates, growing unemployment 
and a poor trade performance. 

Government figures issued Fri- 
day showed the main measure of 
inflation, the retail price index, 
registered a year-on-year rise of 
10.6 per cent in August, up from 
9.8 per cent in June and July and 
the highest since early 1982. 

The rise made it unlikely that 
Britain would join eight other 
European Community partners in 
the exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM) of the European Monet- 
ary System in the near future, 
economists said. 

The government repeated Fri- 
day that inflation must fall sharp- 
ly before it can enter the ERM, 


which limits the fluctuations of 
member currencies. 

The leap in inflation surprised 
financial analysis who had pro- 
jected a rate of 10.3 per cent. 

The figures came as a deep 
embarrassment for the ruling 
Conservative government, which 
prides itself on its economic man- 
agement and has made beating 
-4nflatien- -a-top-priorityr • 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
John Major, who earlier this year 
was predicting success in the anti- 
inflation war, admitted the statis- 
tics were disappointing. He 
blamed them on external factors 
such as petrol price rises caused 
by the Gulf crisis and higher food 
costs after a summer drought. 

He said the inflation trend 
must be reversed and the rate 
brought dose to parity with other 
European countries before ERM 
membership came about. 

“It’s certainly not a figure I 
would wish to see,” he told a 
radio interviewer. “But we were 
aware that the oil price increases 
and other factors... would pro- 
duce a pretty unpalatable retail 
price index figure this month.” 


PIANOS WANTED 


We would like to buy pianos in good condition. 

Pis. call 652902 or 610902 




Cinema Tel: 625155 

xmgwom 




Kuwait 

grants 

Turkey 

$300m 

ANKARA (R) — Kuwait's top- 
.pjed. government gave Turkey a 
grant of- $300- mfllkW- Friday’ to 
partly offset Ankara’s losses from 
joining a trade embargo against 
Iraq, a senior Turkish treasury 
offidal said. 

“The grant of S300 million will 
probably be handed over today,” 
the offidal who asked not to be 
named, told Reuters. 

The Kuwaiti aid will be the first 
actual compensation paid to Tur- 
key although the European Com- 
munity (EC) and Japan have 
pledged to help counter Ankara's 
josses. 

Japanese Finance Misnsrer 
Ryutaro Hashimoto said in 
Tokyo Friday Japan would pro- 
vide $600 million as soon as possi- 
ble to Egypt, Turkey and Jordan 
as pan of $2 billion earmarked 
for the three frontline states. 

Turkey’s economic sanctions, 
including stopping the flow of 
Iraqi oil through pipelines to the 
Mediterranean are likely to cost 
Ankara up to 57 billion a year. 


World Bank to boost loans 
to Mideast and E. Europe 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank plans to increase its 
lending to Eastern Europe and 
the Middle East over the coming 
year and is exploring ways of 
helping countries hurt by the 
financial foil-out from the Gulf 
crisis, a senior official said 
Friday. 

Vice President Willi 
Wapenhans told reporters that 
bank loans to Eastern Europe, 
the Middle East and North Africa 
Hill rise to at least $5 billion in 
1990-91 from $4.4 billion in the 
fiscal year that ended last June 
30. 

“Many (of the economies of 
that region) will experience ma- 
jor deterioration” because of the 
financial fall-out from Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait, he said. 

Besides the impact of higher oil 
prices, countries like Jordan and 
Turkey stand to lose both export 
revenues from the ban on trade 
with Baghdad and cash remitt- 
ances from their citizens who had 
been working in Kuwait and Iraq. 

Wapenbans said the bank may 
be able to help by speeding up 
loan approvals and disburse- 


ments. It might also be able to 
work with Egypt to help that 
country absorb returning 
workers. 

But much of the help will have 
to come from major nations like 
Japan and the United States, 
which can give countries like 
Egypt money outright rather than 
lending it cash at relatively high 
interest rates. 

“It is crudal that international 
efforts get under way to mobilise 
the large additional assistance 
needed,” Wapenhans said. “The 
bulk of the assistance will have to 
be os concessional (low-cost) 
terms as the capacity of most of 
the bank’s borrowers to absorb 
increased debt is rather limited.” 

He said that major nations 
could help by forgiving some of 
the debts they are owed by coun- 
tries hit hard by the Gulf crisis. 

The U.S. administration has 
already decided to write off more 
than $7 billion in debt owed the 
United States by Egypt for the 
purchase of military equipment 
and has urged other major na- 
tions to follow suit. 

“The U.S. initiative... seems to 


provide a promising opening,'’ 
Wapenhans said. 

Jordan will be hardest hit by 
the economic fall-out from the 
Gulf crisis and could lose up to a 
quarter of its total annual econo- 
mic output, or gross domestic 
product, without taking account 
of higher oil prices. Egypt and 
Turkey will also be affected. 

As major oil importers, the 
countries of Eastern Europe will 
also suffer. 

Even before the crisis, thev 
were facing an oil shock of sorts 
because the Soviet Union was 
cutting back on oil deliveries to 
Eastern Europe and planning on 
making the nations there pay 
higher prices for their oil. 

Wapenhans said the World 
Bank plans to increase its lending 
to Eastern Europe to S2.5 billion 
in 1990-91, from SI. 8 billion last 
fiscal year. 

He added that he expects both 
Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia to 
join the World Bank and the 
Internationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF) at both organisations' 
annual meeting later this month. 


Worries grow over economy plan 

Israel shuts stock exchange 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Tel Aviv 
stock exchange will stay shut Sun- 
day to give nervous investors time 
to digest a radical economic plan 
that includes new taxes on share 
dealing profits, its managing 
director said Friday. 

The news came as the govern- 
ment said a sharp rise in housing 
costs — under pressure from a 
huge wave of mainly Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrants — had pushed up 
inflation in August. 

Consumer prices rose 1.6 per 
cent in August, boosting annual 
inflation to 17.9 per cent from 
July’s 17.5 per cent. 

The government Thursday 
announced an economic plan de- 
signed to spur growth and help 
meet the costs of one million 
immigrants expected over the 
next five years. 

The plan, announced after the 
stock -market -dosed for the 
weekend. unveited-e-SG-per-cem- 
tax on corporations' profits from 


share dealings and a similar tax 
on real interest earned in personal 
savings schemes including stock 
and bond investments. 

Stock exchange chief Yossi Nit- 
zani said the exchange would not 
open as usual Sunday because of 
investor worries over the new 
package. 

“We are allowing investors a 
long weekend, both to give us 
time to collect information but 
also to clarify information in the 
media that is not fully clear or 
precise,” he told Israel radio. 

He said he would explain to 
private investors thinking of pull- 
ing out of the market that the 
savings tax , which Finance Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Modai enacted im- 
mediately after Thursday’s 
cabinet approval, did not apply to 
existing savings plans. 

The capital gains tax on stocks, 
which has not taken effect, ap- 
plies to corporations only and. not 
-individuals unless they sell -at 
(east a 10 per cent stake in a firm. 


Some bank officials expressed 
concern that the new tax would 
discourage personal savings and 
investment in direct opposition to 
the economic plan’s aim. 

Modai’s capital market and 
trade reforms are designed to 
boost private investment and 
open the economy to foreign 
capital. 

The treasury hopes for 8.5 per 
cent annual growth in gross 
domestic product, 10 per cent 
annual business sector growth 
and S S billion of investment each 
year through 1994. The plan also 
aims to create some 500,000 jobs. 

This year’s influx of 100,000 
immigrants, including 90,000 
Soviet Jews, has sent rents soar- 
ing and caused a housing shor- 
tage. 

Trade union officials and in- 
dustrialists expressed fears of a 
new surge in inflation that would 
undermine the new economic me- 
asures. 


High oil costs fuel U.S. inflation 


WASHINGTON (R) — An ex- 
plosion in oil costs sent wholesale 
inflation soaring in August and 
dampened consumer spending, 
the government said Friday, pro- 
viding the first hard look at how 
the Iraqi takeover of Kuwait 
damaged an already weak U.S. 
economy. 

“If you are leaning towards a 
recessionary view of the eco- 
nomy, these numbers don’t dis- 
courage you from that,” said 
Nicholas Pema, chief economist 
at Shawmut Coip. 

The producer price index, 
which measures the cost of goods 
at all stages of production before 
reaching consumers, jumped 1.3 
per cent as expected, reversing 


the 0.1 per cent July decline, the 
.Labour Department said. 

It was the sharpest climb since 
a 1.9 per cent rise in January, 
when a winter freeze sent energy 
costs spiralling. 

The Middle East oil shock, the 
worst in a decade, also caused 
consumers to curtail their spend- 
ing. Retail sales slumped in Au- 
gust to 0.6 per cent, after a 0.4 
per cent July rise, the Commerce 
Department said. 

“People are filling up the gas 
tank aDd they have no money left 
over for much else,” said Davis 
Wyss, economist at Data Re- 
sources Inc. 

Excluding the increased purch- 
ases of more expensive petrol. 


retail sales last month dropped 
even further — a discouraging 1 . 1 
per cent. Consumer spending 
accounts for about two-thirds of 
all U.S. economic growth, so the 
sales decline is worrisome. 

In yet another sign of a 
weakening economy, industrial 

S reduction in August dipped by 
.2 per cent after unchanged re- 
sults the prior month, the Federal 
Reserve Board said. In the past 
12 months, factories have in- 
creased production at a dull 1.5 
per cent rate. 

For the first eight months of 
this year, producer prices have 
climbed 4.6 per cent, slightly 
above the 4.5 per cent rate for the 
same period last year. 
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FURNISHED VELLA 
LOOKING FOR A RENTER 

Suitable for a diplomat or a reporter who likes romantic 
and quiet atmosphere. 

The one-storey villa is fully furnished with central heating, 
a fountain, children's swimming pool, landscaping and 
greeneries on an area of 1 ,000 square metres. Situated in 
Princess Haya District in the hills of west Amman and 
overlooking the nice view of the Hommar Palace. 

The villa includes the following: 

1 master bedroom with a bathroom. 2 bedrooms with T & 
B, 1 maid's room with T & B, 2 living rooms, 1 dining room, 
dining and kitchen, guard room with C.R, and two car 
garages. 

For more details call 845715. 


Green Hill International School 
Academic Year 
1990 - 1991 

Offers an Infl Curriculum for Kindergarten through grade 13 or 
Freshman Class. Officially licensed to accept boarding students 
for boys and girls of age 8 years and up. and the school helps to 
obtain a iesidence permit tor the students of this section. 
Prepares graduates to enter colleges and universities in the 
Middle East, Europe and the U.SA Classes begin September 
17, 1990. 

For Information and registration, contact the Director 
of Admission Dr. GEORGE SABER at: TeJ:(301) 801 - 
7872 Fax:801 - 7115, P.O.Box 51257 - Kifissia 14510 
Greece. 


A FLAT FOR RENT 
IN JABAL EL-WEIBDEH 

200 rrf consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 glassed balconies, 
separate central heating, 2 bathrooms, L-shape sitting 
and dining room and large kitchen.For JD 2500/year. 

Interested (621575). 


Deluxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modern 
kitchen, L-shaped salon, colour TV, telephone, central heating, 
intercom and video. 

Location: Jabal Amman, in a quiel residential and safe area, 3rd 
Circle. No water problem. 

Also small 2 bedroom apartment available. 

PImw Mil TaL (41345, from (-10 a.m, 5-10 p.m. and 
Friday all day. 


FOR RENT 

SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED ROOF 

A roof in a two-storey building located at Shmeisanj near the 
Baptist School. Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, salon, 
Irving room, large terrace, central heating, telephone and 
intercom. Yearly contract 

Please call 810464 


FOR SALE 

HONDA ACCORD. 1.9 liters, automatic. 1989 model. 

12,000 km. Top condition. 

Duty unpaid. Price JD 7000 

Tel: 654257 mornings only. 


IMMEDIATELY NEEDED 

Cook/Housekeeper for Ambassador's residence. 
References are essential. Good knowledge of En- 
glish language required. Any nationality will be 
considered. 

Good salary for the right person. 

Please call tel. 669177. 




1988 JAGUAR SOVEREIGN 

FOR SALE 

Duty not paid, in an excellent condition with 21,000|fj 
km, equipped with ail extras. tp1 

Please call 812816 between 
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 g.m. 
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S. African police unveil ‘iron 
fist’ crackdown on township war 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Police unveiled an iron fist 
Crackdown on South Africa's 
township war Saturday, announc- 
ing curfews, roadblocks and the 
drafting of provincial and reser- 
vist police into Johannesburg to 
curb killer mobs. 

“The iron fist will come into 
operation. The police and de- 
fence force will definitely stop 
this intolerable violence," Major- 
General Genii Erasmus, com- 
missioner of police for the Johan- 
nesburg area, told a news confer-' 
ence. 

“If Mr. Mandela wants an iron 
fist we will give him an iron fist." 
Erasmus said. “The purpose of 
roadblocks is to curb these killer 
mobs. I issue a stem warning to 
all these attackers not to try and 
hide ... they will be taken out." 

Police say 757 people have 
been killed in five weeks of spear 
and gun battles between township 
residents loyal to Nelson Mande- 
la's African National Congress 
( ANC) and Zulu migrant workers 
sympathetic to the Inkatha Move- 
ment of Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
Mandela’s main black rival. 

A spokesman for the ANC. the 
main anti-apartheid group, said if 
iron fist had come into effect 
from the start of the unrest many 
lives would have been saved. 


Most of the plan is due to take 
effect next week after receiving 
formal cabinet approval. But 
Erasmus said some roadblocks 
were set up Friday evening and 
arms seized. 

Mandela, ANC deputy presi- 
dent, called Friday for tougher 
action, including use of troops, by 
the white-led government to curb 
the violence. 

He said a covert right-wing 
group was stoking the township 
war to derail his negotiations on 
political reform with President 
F.W. de Klerk. 

Mandela has accused the gov- 
ernment of standing back while 
blacks kill each other in the east- 
ern province of Natal and in the 
townships around Johannesburg. 

Last month the white govern- 
ment tried to quell the unrest by 
giving police emergency powers 
in 27 townships and calling up 
military reserves. The measures 
had only temporary effect. 

Erasmus said hostels — flash- 
points of fighting — and squatter 
camps would be sealed off with 
razor wire. Police checkpoints 
would be established at their en- 
trances to ensure no-one went 
through carrying weapons. 

There are about 51 single-sex 
hostels in the Johannesburg area 
housing 125,000 migrant workers. 


many of them Zulus. Many 
township residents say the hostels 
are breeding grounds for violence - 
and should be dosed or turned 
into married quarters. 

Erasmus said light machine 
guns would be installed on police 
armoured cars to protea police. 
Details of curfews to be imposed , 
still had to be worked out. but 
shift workers would require a 
permit to travel at night. 

Police checkpoints would be 
set up at train stations to curb a 
recent spate of attacks on com- 
muters. 

Erasmus said that under iron 
fist, police reserves would be 
called up and regular officers 
would be drawn from around the 
country to reinforce police in the 
Johannesburg region. 

Pretoria says black leaders are 
not doing enough to control their 
supporters and urges Mandela to 
meet Buthelezi for talks. 

The ANC accuses Inkatha of 
trying to shoot its way into nego- 
tiations on a black-ruled South 
Africa and says a black “summit" 
with Mandela would give 
Buthelezi undue prominence. 

Erasmus said be understood 
iron fist was part of a comprehen- 
sive peace plan de Klerk had 
proposed to Mandela when the 
two men held crisis talks Friday. 


ANC spokesman Said Maco- 
moza told Reuters he had no 
word on whether Mandela 
approved the measures. Mandela 
might find it difficult to persuade 
township residents that iron fist’s 
more stringent measures were 
necessary, be said. 

“What bothers me b that the 
onus of acceptability of this rests 
on Mr. Mandela, because what- 
ever actions be takes he has to 
explain politically to his consti- 
tuency,” be said. 

“I feel also that some of these 
measures could have been taken 
weeks back and a lot of lives 
could have been saved.” 

“Some of the things we will 
have no difficulty with, such as 
the cordoning off of the hostels — 
those things we asked for right 
from the beginning." 

Mandela has blamed the gov- 
ernment for fuelling violence in 
the black townships and said a 
“full-scale civil war" could de- 
velop. 

Mandela, in a speech at a 
synagogue Friday night, issued a 
harsh attack on the government 
only hours after meeting de Klerk 
to discuss the faction fighting in 
the townships ringing Johannes- 
burg. 

“There is no doubt in my mind 


Future of nuclear treaty uncertain 
as Geneva review ends in failure 


GENEVA (R) — A row between 
the United States and a group of 
Non-Aligned nations has 
threatened the future of a 20- 
year-old treaty banning the 
spread of nuclear weapons, diplo- 
mats said Saturday. 

At stake is Third World insist- 
ence on a total nuclear test ban 
within five years. 

A month-long review of prog- 
ress towards nuclear disarma- 
ment ended here in deadlock. 

Delegates from over 100 of the 
140 countries that signed the pact 
failed to adopt a final declaration 
on their work early Saturday after 
a bitter all-night session. 

The United States and a Non- 
Aligned group, led by Mexico, 
clashed on achieving a complete 
nuclear test ban, a key provision 
of the treaty. 

The United States, insisting a 
ban on testing remained a long- 
term goal, cited progress in nuc- 
lear arms negotiations with the 
Soviet Union as evidence of steps 


in the right direction. 

“The United States cannot 
commit itself to stopping nuclear 
testing by 1995 when two nuclear 
powers remain outside the trea- 
ty," conference Chairman OswaJ- 
do de Rivero of Peru said. 

He referred to France and Chi- 
na, two of the world's five nuclear 
arms powers, which are carrying 
out routine nuclear tests and have 
not signed the treaty. They 
attended as observers for the first 
rime. 

But Mexico's chief delegate 
Miguel Marin retorted that Non- 
Aligned nations could not 
approve a declaration which did 
not include a firm U.S. commit- 
ment to move towards a ban on 
nuclear testing. 

The conference ended in stale- 
mate after an all-night session 
and despite strenuous efforts by 
De Rivero, the Peruvian ambas- 
sador to the United Nations in 
Geneva, to iron out differences 
between the U.S. and Mexican 


positions. 

De Rivero said it was ail the 
more disappointing since dele- 
rates had agreed 95 per cent of 
the draft declaration, which should 
have been approved by con- 
sensus. 

The treaty, initially signed by 
the United States, the Soviet Un- 
ion and Britain, was designed to 
foster peaceful cooperation in the 
use of nuclear technology while 
preventing its spread to produce 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Altogether 140 nations have 
since signed the pact which is 
reviewed every five years. 

Each review, including the 
latest one, has concluded that 
there was no evidence to suggest 
diversion to military use by any 
signatory nation. 

This was only the second time 
the review conference ended 
without a final declaration on 
bow member countries complied 
and recommendations to make 
the pact more effective. 


Soviet computer thieves erase 
medical data on Chernobyl victims 


MOSCOW (R) — Teenage com- 
puter thieves have erased medical 
data on half a million people 
exposed to radiation in the 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear accident. 
TASS news agency said Friday. 

The medical information on 
some 500,000 people and con- 
tamination data on 20.000 towns 
and villages was erased from flop- 
py discs in computers stolen from 
the Research Institute of Radia- 
tion Treatment in Minsk, capital 
of the republic of Byelorussia. 

TASS said the thieves had 
been caught and experts were 
trying to preserve any informa- 
p tion left on the discs. 

Soviet television reported the 
theft of the computers last spring 
and appealed to the thieves not to 
wipe the data from the discs. 
"However, their request was not 
heeded." TASS said. 

The erasure appeared to be a 
great loss for Soviet patients and 
doctors, as well as scientists from 


around the world who are in- 
terested in monitoring the health 
of Chernobyl victims. 

The data was also vital for 
research into the medical con- 
sequences of the explosion at the 
Ukrainian nuclear power plant, 
including determining any in- 
creased rate in cancer or birth 
defects. 

In 1983 Yevgeny Chazov. who 
was then Soviet health minister, 
told a conference of Soviet and 
Foreign scientists that data about 
people affected by radioactive 
fallout would be available on a 
long-term basis. 

The official death toll from the 
disaster was 31, but some Ukrai- 
nian parliamentary deputies have 
placed it as high as 300. 

The explosion sent a cloud of 
radioactive panicles over most of 
Europe, but Byelorussia was the 
hardest-hit Soviet republic. 
Almost one-fifth of the land was 
contaminated and people axe still 


being evacuated from radiated 
villages. 

In August the Ukrainian par- 
liament voted to close the power 
station. The news agency Postf ac- 
tum said Friday that a govern- 
ment commission had decided it 
should be shut in 1995. 

Litsian Sobol e vs ky. the police 
official iu charge of the investiga- 
tion, told TASS that all the 
teenagers involved have been 
arrested, but did not give an exact 
number. He said the software was 
stolen to get money. 

In Moscow. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
Friday rejected recent reports in 
tbe Western media that there 
could be another nuclear accident 
at Chernobyl. 

Gerasimov told a Moscow 
news conference that a concrete 
block, reinforced with metal 
rods, had been erected after the 
accident to prevent the escape of 
radiation ‘ 


U.S. 
to keep 
troops in 
Philippines 
if welcomed 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government wants to keep U.S. 
soldiers based in the Philippines 
25 long as they're welcome, the 
Stats Department has said after a 
congressman said U.S. nego- 
tiators likely will propose a 10- 
year phase ont of the American 
bases there. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher declined to dis- 
cuss U.S. negotiating positions in 
talks expected to open next week 
in Manila on the future of two of 
the United States largest foreign 
bases. 

“We will continue to support a 
U.S. military presence in the Phi- 
lippines if we are welcome to do 
so by the Philippines," he said. 
“We feel It would be premature 
to speculate on the outcome of 
the negotiations before the two 
sides meet." 

Tbe talks cover an agreement 
that allows unlimited U.S. access 
to Clark Air Base, Subic Naval 
Base and four smaller facilities 
until Sept. 16, 1991, 

On Thursday, Rep. Stephen 
Solaiz. chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, said he 
bad talked with U.S. negotiators 
who be said are considering a 
10-year phase out. 

“I have the impression that this 
is a timetable they are comfort- 
able with and likely to propose." 
he said in a telephone interview. 

The Washington Post, citing 
congressional and administration 
sources, reported Friday that the 
United States will seek a phase 
out cf the bases in the Manila 
talks. 

If U.S. negotiators seek a defi- 
nite end to the bases agreement, 
it would be a departure from 
longstanding U.S. assertion that 
the bases are vital to U.S. and 
regional defence interests. The 
administration has said that if the 
bases are not wanted they will go. 


U.S. shuttle heads for fourth launch attempt 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(Agencies) — NASA countdown 
clocks started early Saturday as 
the space shuttle Columbia 
headed for its fourth launch 
attempt since May. 

The countdown began at 1 a.m 
EDT (0500 GMT). The shuttle 
will lift off on its nine-day astro- 
nomy mission at 1:28 a.m edt 
(0528 GMT). Tuesday if crews at 
the Kennedy Space 'Centre can 
complete pre-flight chores with- 
out running into more technical 
trouble. 

"We’d like to see a launch as 
soon as possible. It's been a long, 
dry summer for us/’ said Lisa 
Malone, a spokeswoman for the 
national Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). 

Seven astronauts, including 
four astronomers who will oper- 
ate the $148 million Astro 
Observatory in Columbia's cargo 
bay, were expected to rerurn to 
Florida from their training base in 
Houston by Sunday. 

Frustrating fuel leaks and elec- 
tronic bugs m 2 shuttle telescope 
have kept Columbia on tne 
ground for repairs and forced 
NASA to start its launch count- 
down for the third time in three 
weeks. 

The shujtle has been fined with 
a new fuel pipe and three new 


fuel pumps in efforts to stop tbe 
dangerous hydrogen propellant 
leak that halted launch attempts 
on May 29 and Sept. 5. 

But traces of a leak are still 
evident in certain tests and en- 
gineers will not know whether the 
repairs worked until tbe shuttle is 
fuelled Mondav. according to 
NASA. 

The broad band X-ray tele- 
scope received a new electronics 
package after its communications 
link with the sburtle was broken, 
halting another launch attempt 
on Aug. 30. Scientists have re- 
ported no further trouble with the 
telescope, one of four in the 
■observatory. 


Magellan’s radar turned on 

Meanwhile engineers turned 
on Magellan's radar Friday for 
the first time in a month, prepar- 
ing the spacecraft to start map- 
ping the rugged landscape of 
doud-coveredvenus. 

“I personally am excited and 
jumping around." said Ed Sber- 
xy, technical assistant to tbe 
Magellan project manager at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory. 

The last and onlv other time 


engineers used Magellan’s radar 
was during a picture-making test 
on Aug. 16. only hours before 
they lost touch with the 
spacecraft for 14 hours. 

Radio contact was lost again 
for 17 and 1-2 hours starting Auz. 
21 . ~ ~ 

"I am delighted to see the blue 
sky that we knew was at the end 
of this runnel." Sbeny said Fri- 
day after engineers received con- 
firmation that they had success- 
fully turned on die radar. 

Magellan's radar was to remain 
on standby until Saturday, when 
it will be ordered to send radar 
waves through Venus’ thick 
clouds and bounce them off the 
rugged surface. Magellan then 
will collect the reflected radar 
echoes and send the data to 
Earth, where it will be made into 
pictures and maps. 

If all goes well. NASA hopes to 
release new pictures of Venus 
earlv next week. Sherry said. 

He cautioned that NASA may 
lose contact with Magellan again 
because engineers have yet to 
determine the cause of tbe earlier 
blackouts. 

But they have equipped Magel- 
lan with new computer com- 
mands that should allow them to 
restore contact within four to 24 


hours if it is lost again, then 
resume mapping within two 
weeks. 

Magellan's first pictures of 
.Venus — made during the Aug. 
16 radar test — showed surpri- 
singly violent forces shape the 
painet. 

The pictures revealed vast 
flows of solidified lava, volcanic 
cinder cones, huge meteorite im- 
pact craters, extensive "Venus- 
quake” faults, numerous valleys 
and mountain ridges and large 
calderas. Tbe calderas are volca- 
nic craters created when the sum- 
mit of a volcano collapses as lava 
flows out from vents on the volca- 
no's flanks . 

Sherry said that during the 
weekend. Magellan will fly over 
Isfctar Terra — a continent — like 
highland area about the size of 
Australia — and a plain on Ishtar 
that is named Lakshmi Planum. 

Magellan went into orbit 
pound Venus on Aug. 10 after a 
looping around on a voyage from 
Earth. It was launched from tbe 
space shuttle Atlantis on May 4. 
1989. 

Magellan’s primary mission 
will las: 243 days — the time it 
takes for Vnrus to rotate once as 
Magellan aides tire planet in a 
nearly polar orbit. 



A burnt corpse oT an ANC supporter 

... that tbe police and sectors of 
the government are working with 
a variety of vigilantes," said Man- 
dela. 

Police Saturday said the 
townships were quiet overnight. 
Bat Associated Press staffers wit- 
nessed an unarmed black being 
stoned, stabbed and set alight at a 
train station in Soweto Saturday 


is watched by Zulus after overnight tribal dashes In Soweto 


morning. Tbe attackers said they 
were supporters of the ANC and 
the victim was a Zulu loyal to 
Inkatha. 

“Forces determined to wreck 
the peace process have im- 
plemented a strategy of destabi- 
lisation, which has resulted in the 
very real and terrifying prospect 
of full-scale civil war,* Mandela 


£. German official stripped of 
secret police dissolution duties 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — An East 
German official in charge of dis- 
banding the secret police was 
stripped of those duties Friday 
after lawmakers criticised him for 
keeping ex-ageuts on his payroll. 

Premier Lotbar de Maiziere 
relieved Interior Minister Peter- 
Michael Diestel of responsibility 
for a committee probing the 
dreaded security arm of the old 
Communist regime, a spokes- 
woman said. 

r 

The change was the latest de- 
velopment in a chaotic govern- 
ment that will soon be out of 
business when West Germany 
assumes control of the economi- 
cally reeling country on Oct. 3, 
the formal date of German uni- 


fication. 

De Maiziere spokeswoman 
Angela Merkel said Eberhard 
Stief. state secretary in the minis- 
try, would take over the role of 
overseeing the secret police com- 
mittee. 

The committee last week gave 
the government a list of 5,000 
people who once worked for tbe 
secret police unit known as the 
Stasi and had been assigned to 
various government ministries. 

Officials subsequently fired or 
suspended nearly 60 people on 
the list still holding government 
posts, most of them in Diestel ’s 
ministry. 

Parliament spent the better 
part of a 14-hour session on 
Thursday debating the recent 


allegations that the government 
was still rife with Stasi agents. 

However, a vote to demand 
Diestel’s resignation foiled after 
De Maiziere defended the in- 
terior minister, who also is the 
deputy premier. 

De Maiziere relieved Diestel of 
his duties in an effort to cahn the 
political crisis, Merkel said. Dies- 
tel has become a focal point for 
lawmakers seeking a more 
aggressive purge of the old secur- 
ity apparatus. 

Merkel also said that De- 
Maiziere would authorise an in- 
vestigation of his cabinet minis- 
ters after the head of a previous 
committee investigating the Stasi 
said that four, ministers had work- 
ed for the secret police. 


Hun Sen rejects Sihaiiduk 
Supreme Council’s 13th member 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — Cambodian Premier Hun 
Sen said Saturday that guerrilla 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
could only join an interim gov- 
erning body if he persuaded one 
of tbe other 12 members to 
resign. 

At a Buddhist ceremony at the 
presidential palace in Phnom 
Penh, Hun Sen said tbe prince 
had "cheated" him by not show- 
ing up at last week's peace talks 
in Jakarta. Indonesia. 

“He cannot now become a 13th 
member of the Supreme National 
Council," Hun Sen said. 

“There are only twelve seats at 
the table, so if Prince Sihanouk 
comes to Bangkok Monday, he 
will have to persuade someone 
else to give np his seat, or ebc be 
will have to stand," he said. 

Tbe four warring Cambodian 
factions announced an agreement 
last Monday to form a Supreme 
National Council- Until elections 
can be held, tbe body is intended 


to represent Cambodian 
sovereignty under a peace plan 
drawn up by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council — Britain, China, 
France, the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

On Wednesday, Hun Sen met 
Thai Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonbavan and proposed that 
the council's first meeting be held 
at the Cambodian embassy in 
Bangkok Monday. The embassy 
has been closed since tbe Khmer 
Rouge began its bloody rule of 
Cambodia in 1975. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge was ousted 
in 1978 by Vietnam’s invasion, 
which installed the current gov- 
ernment. The Khmer Rouge is 
now allied with Sihanouk's and 
another guerrilla faction against 
Hun Sea. 

Phnom Penh bolds six of tbe 
seats on tbe council and the guer- 
rilla factions two each. 

However, the agreement also 
allowed for the election of a 


chairman who would become tbe 
13th member of the countiL 
In a statement Friday, Siha- 
nouk’s office in Bangkok 
appealed to Hun Sen to invite the 
prince to be chairman. 

It said the council “would not 
be supreme” without Sihanouk. 

Hun Sen has proposed that one 
of Sihanouk's representatives on 
tbe council, Chau Sen Cocsal 
Chhum, be appointed its chair- 
man in deference to his age and 
seniority. Cocsal, 85, was presi- 
dent of Cambodia's National 
Assembly under Sihanouk and 
bad lived in retirement in ' Paris 
since tbe Vietnamese invasion, a 
spokesman at the prince’s office 
in Bangkok said. 

Sihanouk’s office quoted Coc- 
sal as saying Friday that Sihanouk 
should chair the coundL 
Sihanouk did not attend the 
Monday talks, pleading Alness. 
He subsequently announced he 
was taking six months leave from 
politics. 


Guard still up against Khmer 
Rouge in Cambodian countryside 


KOMPONG SPEU. Cambodia 
(R) — If peace is coming to 
Cambodia, it will be not a mo- 
ment too soon for people like 
Phat, a poor fanner who has 
watched war rage around his vil- 
lage for most of his 25 years. 

Last week its effects were felt 
again when government soldiers 
slopped to rest in his thatched hut 
in Kok village, Phnom Sorh dis- 
trict. 

A Khmer Rouge patrol blasted 
a rocket at tbe bouse. Shrapnel 
hit Phat's five-year-old son. Van- 
nak. in the eye and the stomach. 

The child is now in hospital in 
Korn pong Speu town, shivering 
from the damp, the pain and the 
fear. 

Phat. speaking by his son’s 
bedside in a warn without equip- 
ment or medicine, bad not beard 
that the Phnom Penh government 
and its guerrilla opponents had 
agreed in Jakarta on a United 
Nations peace plan to end the 
years of war. 

The v«y concept of peace 
brought a bewildered look to his 
face. When he was a child U.S. 
B-52 bombers were devastating 
the Cambodian countryside. 

“You can stiil ( see the craters." 
he said. 

Phat remembers the fighting 
between soldiers of Lon NoTs 
U.S. -supported government 


against the Vietnamese Com- 
munists then later against the 
Khmer Rouge. 

He was 10 when Lon Nol's 
government fell to Pol Pot's 
peasant army in 1975. As the 
Khmer Rouge embarked on their 
nightmare four-year rule, be was 
put into a “children’s team" de- 
livering fertiliser to tbe fields. 

He escaped when the Khmer 
Rouge tried to evacuate the vil- 
lage as invading Vietnamese 
troops advanced in 1979. For the 
past 10 years the Vietnamese, the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas and the 
rag-tag' government army have 
fought it out. 

Phat, dressed in rubber san- 
dals. sarong and old shirt until the' 
logo “ zolo dub" over the pocket, 
b typical of the Cambodian 
peasants whom the Khmer Rouge 
daim to be fighting to’tiberate. 
He owns one pig, tills a few 
hectares (acres) of rice and, if he 
needs cash, he scavenges for fire- 
wood. 

In the year since tbe last Viet- 
namese troops withdrew from 
Cambodia the Khmer Rouge 
have infiltrated deeper into Korn- 
pong Speu province, which is 
directly south-west of the capital. 

It is a low-key war unless vou 
are one of the victims. Dr. Hd 
Sun Ky said about 30 war wound- 
ed were brought to the hospital 


every month, at least half of them 
dvilums. 

Some had limbs blown off by 
mines, others were caught in tbe 
crossfire of incondusive .skir- 
mishes. 

“It is pitiful. They come here,, 
we have hardly enough medicine 
or food for them," he said as a 
loose-bo welled cow wandered 
along the ward’s verandah. 

“Of course we hope for peace," 
he said, “who wouldn't?" 

Nor is the town of Trapeang 
Krukong letting down its guard 
because of die peace accord. 

A district seat 20 kilometres 
west of Kompong Speu town on 
Route Four, the town was attack- 
ed by a Khmer Rouge force cm 
the sight of Ang. 16. It was tbe 
largest assault by the guerrillas on 
this town since 1983, said cfistrict 
committee member Pen Scon. 

A force estimated at 200 fight- 
ers hit from four sides with 
madrinegun and rocket fire but 
was beaten off after about 30 
minutes. Pen Seem said. 

The wooden medical dispen- 
sary was half destroyed by a 
rocket and its orange tile roof 
shattered. Bullet holes have 
splintered the walk of the com- 
mittee’s offices. 

Pen Seem said two Khmer 
Rouge were lolled and four 
wounded. 



X-rated film 
blasted at festival 

VENICE (AP) — Some critics at 
the Venice Hhn Festival have, 
blasted Henry and June, a con- 


said. 

Mandela received warm ap- 
plause following his speech at 
Temple Shalom m a white suburb 
of Johannesburg. He has general- 
ly good relations with Jewish 
groups in South Africa despite his 
support for Yasser Arafat, leader 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 




Henry Miller that has earned an 
“JC* rating for its erotic scenes. 
Bat many critics at the festival,- 
also have signed a r petition urging 
the repeal of the “X" rating era 
grounds that it hunts artistic free- 
dom. Set in the literary scene in 
Paris in the 1930s, the film is 
based on sections of the diaries of 
Anais Nm and the autobiog- 
raphical novels of Miller, an 
American expatriate. Both Miller 
and Nin were entranced with the. 
young June Smith. “It was just 'a 
badffim,” commented Irene Big- 
nardi, critic of Rome’s La Repub- 
btica, after the world premiere 
Friday. “But even Americans 
who* are rather infantile would 
not be shocked by It.” “It’s 
enough to put you off sex,” quip- 
ped the Guardian's critic, Derek 
Malcolm. Tbe film stars Swedish- 
American Uma Thurman, whose 
first break came as a seduced 
adolescent in Stephen Frears’ 
Dangerous Liaisons. It was 
directed by Philip Kaufman, 
whose other movies include Hie 
Unbearable Lightness of Being 
and The Right Stuff. Produced by 
Universal Pictures, the film was 
rated “XT’ last mouth by the U.S. 
Motion ‘Pictures Association’s 
rating board, meaning no one 
under 14 can be admitted for 
viewing. Universal was vowed to 
'appeal the rating in an attempt to 
challenge the 22-year-okl rating 
system. 

Russian women 
seek love, marriage 
Italian style 

FERRARA. Italy (R) — Hun- 
dreds of Russian women in search 
of Latin lovers and wedding rings 
are due to arrive in Italy later this 
month. An Italian lonely hearts 
agency said that 17 women will 
arrive from the Soviet Union to 
meet prospective husbands 
selected from photographs. 
Another 2,400 hope to meet the 
Latin of their dr eams later this 
year. The agency in the northern 
city of Ferrara said it had 
arranged meetings .with qjqstiy 
divorced or Widowed 'Italian me-a. 
seeking a “homely woman." 1~he 
Russian women, contacted 
through a joint venture between 
the Italian bureau and a Moscow 
agency, said they wanted to “im- 
prove their social status” or 
merely start a new life in the 
West 

Woman condemned 
to death in 
videotape murder 

DAYTONA BEACH, Florida 
(AP) — A young woman has 
been sentenced to death for the 
videotaped execution of a drifter 
bound to a tree. Deidre Hunt- 
wept and bowed her head as 
circuit Judge S. James Foxman 
imposed the death penalty and six 
concurrent life terms. Hunt, 21; 
pleaded guilty to first-degree 
murder in the shooting deaths of 
Mark: Kevin Ramsey, 19, and 
Bryan Chase, 18. Co-defendant 
Kosta Fotopoulos, her 31-year- 
old former Boss and lover, also 
was charged with murder and was 
accused of videotaping Ramsey's 
killing last October. Hunt told 
the judge she killed Ramsey to 
save her own life. “I was con- 
fronted with a decision that Kosta 
Fotopoulos had absolutely 
already made,” she said. “It was 
my decision of living by shooting , 
Mark Kevin Ramsey or dying 
with Mark Kevin Ramsey. My 
decision was a choice to survive 
and I chose to live.” Tbe 57- 
second videotape, viewed last 
week during Hunt’s six-day sen- 
tencing bearing, shows her shoot- 
ing Ramsey three times in the 
chest, then grabbing him by the 
hair and delivering a final shot to 
the head. Ramsey believed be 
was being initiated into an assas- 
sins dub. Prosec u t ors said Foto- 
poulos wanted hhn killed because 
he knew about a counterfeit 
scheme in which Fotopoulos was 
involved. 


Dieticians: take 
chicken skin off 
after cooking 

BOSTON (R) — Cholesterol- 
consaous consumers are getting 
bad advice when told to takg the 
skin off chicken before they cook 
it, dieticians at the University of 
Minnesota said. Linda Dieleman 
and Beate Krinke said tests of 
cooked chicken show that remov- 
ing the skin after ooolring elimin- 
ates as much fat as removing it 
before cooking. "S kinning poul- 
try before cooking leads only -to a 
drier, though no less fatty, 
cooked product.” they reported 
m a letter to the New England 
Journal of Medicine. Tbe idea 
that chicken most be skinned first 
is contained in a video issued by 
the American Heart Association. 
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